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ike Movies?

akes Its Own

by SUE SHAUGHNESSY

Remember the classic story
about Robin Hood and his bat-
tles with the nasty authoritles
in Sherwood Forest?

A group of high school and
college students also remem-
ber the tale and have come up
with a new twist,

The result is an off-beat
film entitled “In His Honor’s
Bloody Kingdom.’" The 22-min-
ute production !s the work ofa
group calling themselves Clni-

ma-Vista,

There are about 20 active
members in the group who at-
tend Schoolcraft College, Oak-
land Community College, the
University of Michigan and
Eastern Michigan Unlversity,

«IN HIS Honor's'" 15 the first
16 mm film produced by the
group, while the sound track is
merely a narration of the story,
In past productions, the group
has synchronized the sound with
the action.

The latest production tookal-,

LOVERS MEET - Robin Hood (Bob Schrader of Li-
vonia) runs to meet his Maid Marion (Carol Stewart of
Farmington) in this scene from the Cinima-Vista produc-
fion “tn His Honor's Bloody Kingdom.”

The One

by SUE SHAUGHNESSY

“We Too Shall Win."”

That might sound like an apt
slogan to resound off the walls
of an athletic stadtum, but when
that cry echoed In the Eastern
Michigan University baseball
fleld, the setting was artistic
rather than athletic,

The quotatlon ends a long
speech of the chorus in the
Greek comedy "The Birds.”

That play was one of two
classical Greek dramas pro-
duced by the now defunctYpsil-
anti Greek Theater during lts
one and only season in the sum=
mer of 1966, The other was the
trilogy “Orestela,”

Today Briggs Fleld houses
the EMU Hurops rather than
Dame Judith Anderson and Bert
Lahr and their supporting casts,

WHAT RAPPENED?

The theater was some-
thing of an artistic hit, but a
tinancial flop, Most of the eri-
tes (more than 100 from
throughout the country attended
performances) loved it, but the
house was never “sold out.”

When the curtaln rang down
on the tina} performance of the
theater, the backers were faced
with a stack of bills which to-
taled $400,000. °
Despite serious fund-raising

efforts throughout the winter
followlng the premlere season,
the curtaln of the Greek Thea-
ter never rose agaln,

Looking back, It seems a
miracle that the one seasonwas
ever staged,

Even the backers agree with
that,

A capsule history of the thea=
ter, written by Zeke Jabbour,
an active backer from Ann AT-
bor, asserts that “Ypsilantians
belleve that the festlval was
there because of a miracle, In-
deed, ft wes more than 2
miracle; it required a whole
serles of ‘miracles’ to al-
Jow this ausplelous birth of
what promises to be 2 great
Institution.”

——

WHAT WERE these miracles?

In 1963, a group of ¥psilantt
residents led by Clara Owens,
a juntor high teacher, conceived
the idea of alocal summer thea~
ter festival,

The economic benefits of a
nationally known festival in Yp-
silantl were obvious.
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WHY GREEK theater?

First of all, Ypsilanti prides
itself on its Greek atmosphere.
The town is named after Greek
Gen, Demetrlus Ypstlanti, and
promotional materials from the

PLAY BALL now echoes ...

most a year to film and three
or four months to edit, ac-
cording to Bob Schrader of Li-
vonta, spokesman for the group.

“The fiim took so long to
make because Just about every-
one Inyolved (s a student, and
this 1s a hobby,” Schrader ex-
plained.

Cost for the production was
1aid by the group's president,
Dennis Skotak of Westland, but
the group would like lo raise
some money topay for addition-
al prints of the finished pro-

duet,

" At the present time, the club
has the orlginal print -- which
Is all the scenes spliced to-
gether in the proper sequence
which can't be used for regular
showings -- and another copy
for showing purposes.

The film has been shown to
olher film clubs In the met-
ropolitan area and o a groupof
flm students at Henry Ford
Community College, There has
been no charge made for show-
ing the flim up to the present
time.

Schrader says that the group
is happy fo arrange for any
group to see the movie and
would welcome the opportunity
to tell more people about Cln-
fma Vista.

LOCATION for the Robln
Hood satire was in the Edward
Hines Park near Nor(hvllle,and
interlor scenes were filmed in
members' basements,

I 1967, the group filmed a
sclence fiction stors, “Attack
from Outer Space," using Ply=
mouth's Kellogg Park asthe lo-
cale for some scenes,

“In His Honor includes
elements of soclal satire, slap-
stick, pathos and pure honest
laugh type of humor, The story-
line has been re-written sothat
nobody really wins in the bat-
tle between the champlon of the
poor and the authorities,

Musical score for the workls
varied and Includes such wide-
1y varied selections as works of
Jelly Roll Morton, the 1812
Overture’ andGerman operatic
musle,

CINIMA-VISTA was organi-
zed In 1963 by Schrader and
Skotak, who are friendsand film
buifs, “When we started, we
were g pretty unusual group,
but that doesn’t seem to be true
today,” Schrader says.

(Amateur film clubs are
springing up in the area, Last
year, students at Farmington
High School produced a film,
and have formeda Clnema Guild
this year with plans for future
productions, Students at Ply-
mouth High School have just
embarked on a film making
project),

Members of Cinimz-Vistaall
efther write scripts, actor help
film the productions, Often they’
do all three,

Schrader appears as Robin
Hood In “In His Honor's" and
nas written scripts for past
productions of the group.

IN ALL, the group has made
20 different films since it was
organized, A past production
was used as the background
durlng the performance ofa
rock band in Detrolt’s Grande
Ballroom. In 1967, the students
won two honorable mgrtions In
the natlon-wide Kodak Teenage
Movle Contest.,

Members of the group meet
wabout once a month’ to view
and discuss fllms and to dis-
cuss Ideas and possible scripts
for thelr own production,

In fact, the members are
scheduled to consider a new
script written by two members,
who attend Schooleraft College,
during 1ts next meeting.

Maybe this seript will be the
basis of the next production of
Clnima-Vista,

The Greek Theater:

eason Was

local boosters never failtocom=
ment on the “Greek architec-
ture” of the resldential areas,
In addition, the tradition of
Greek classical theater Is the
foundation of the dramatic
literature of the western world
even to the present day. The
classical Greek play blends
drama, narralive, movement
and music into one dramatic
concept, and the backers
believed that a knowledge of
classical Greek Theater would
1ead to a better understanding
and appreciation of contem=
porary culture and soclety.
PR

THE FIRST big cowp
scored by the backers was con-
vineing Greek Director Alexis
Solomos to leave the National
Theater In Athens, Greece to
come to Ypsilanl as the are
tistic director.

When the season opened,
the backers had brouzht choreo-
grapher Helen McGehee, from
the Martha Graham froupe;
controversfal Greek composer
Tannis Xenakis from Tokoyo;
and Yugoslav-born  Parisien
Konstantin Simenovich as musi-
cal director to Ypsilanti,

‘The actors were lead by Dame
Anderson and Lahr, but includ-
ed many other famous names
from throughout North America.

By the middle of Febuary
1966, the backers were$294,000
short of the $300,000 needed to
open for the summer,

Everybody pitched in and
helped on the project, The Yp-
silant! Press launched a fund
raising drive, Local Girl Scouts
troops  sold cookdes, and
women’s clubs staged fashicn
shows. The board of directors
went after the foundations and
industries to raise the capltal,
Resldents of Flint and Ann Ar-
Dor helped raise funds.

Somehow -- with the help of
a large anonymous donation on
the final day of the drive -~ the
$300,000 was In the il on March
21, 1966,
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BRIGGS FIELD on the EMU
campus was secured for the
theater site, Just a week af-
ter the end of the baseball sea-
son, the actors started to
rehearse on the newly construc-
ted stage,

That was a miracle In con-
struction because durlng the
entire week, 1t rained in sur~
rounding areas but not in Yp-
silanti,

Before the stadium was ap-
proved as the theater site, se~
parate flelds had to be found
for the YpsilanttRecreation De-
partment basebal league to play

o

SLAPSTICK - The influence of Laurel and Hardy and
other slapstick artists upon members of Cinima-Vista is

evident in the club's newest film. This scene from “in His

ON LOCATION - The 1967 science fiction film pro-

A Miracle

thelr schedules.

After all these miracles, it
seemed almost inevitable that
luck was running out onthepro-
Ject, That final miracle =~ nece
essary for the continuance of
the project -- never came be-
cause the audjence falled to ma-
terialize,

Y

IN AUGUST 1966 2 Detrolt~
based critic wrote a storyabout
the financial troubles of the
theater. The story said that the
performers had drawn audi-
ences from New York and Wis-
constn, but that the Detroft re-
sidents were not making thetrip
to Ypsilantl, The average house
up to that time was 40 per cent
of capacity,

The 12-week season cost
$800,000 to stage and the to=
tal revenue of the theater was
$400,000,

Prabably the most perceptive
and sympathetic analysls of the
theater’s troubles appeared
when the Chicago Daily News
critic Jack Christ{ansen wrote:
“On the face of it, that spe-
clal  chemistry -that pro-
duced previous - ‘miracles’ fn
sStratford and Minneapolis does
not seem to be working in
Ypsllanti, and any support the
theater draws now must be based
on faith inthefuture, rather than

in endorsement of what Is cur~
rently on stage.”

Christiansen was one of the
few critics who panned the act-
ing. He sald that ‘“the
«Oresteta’ Trilogy with Judith
Anderson, . Jis 2 long and earn-
est bore, and “The Birds’ with-
out the marvelous Bert Lahr
to stand 1t on its ear wouldhave
been a dreadfully sophomoric
exerclse.”

TODAY JABBOUR has aphil-
osophic attitude about the pro=

fect,
“Classical  theater Just
doesn’t pay, and we have to

accept this,”” he said in an in-
terview. “IUs an unfortunate
fact that this type of project
can’t exist without public sub~
sidy.

“There was no single great
tragedy, and 1 dun’t think of
1t 2s a flawless performance,”
he continued. “‘But nuthing could
have made the theater economi~
<cally viable in that short period
of time or probably even over
a long perlod of time.

“1 don’t know of any classi-
cal theater that makes money."
he concluded.

That’s true, but maybe an add-
itlonal factor is that the Greek
Theater’s ““Pocketful of Mirae
cles'” ran out too soon,

... WHERE the Greets dominated.

(EMU photos)

Honor's” follows an old-time free-for-all pie fight in the
local tavern.

duced by Cinima-Vista used Plymouth’s Kellogg Park as
the locale for some scenes.

LIVONIA MALL
ANNUAL TURKEY SHOOT -

NOVEMBER 19 to 22
3 shots for 35¢
1 shot out of 3 wins
6 pak of Wink

2 shots out of 3 wins $5.00 certificate
toward a Turkey at Farmer Jack’s or
Chatham Market. (Or you can win a Ham
if you prefer).

BE SURE OF A PLACE — MAKE
- YOUR RESERVATION EARLY
LUNCHEON WITH
SANTA CLAUS
{sponsored by the Livonia Jaycee Auxiliary)
There will be favors, music, a movie,
luncheon and each child will have a
few words with Santa Claus...
beginning
Saturday, Nov. 29,
Dec. 6,13, 20
twice each Saturday 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.n.

- $1.25
Call 421-6832 or 476-3385

Livonia Mall
open until 9:30

6 nights Monday
through Saturday

There's always
something going on at

LIVONIA




