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LOUISE SNIDER

Bette hits highs
but no low points
playing ‘The Rose’

Always living at extrerfies, hurling out a credo of “drugs, sex
and rock ‘n’ voll” to a frenzied audience, Bette Midler plays “The
Rose” (R), a rock superstar of the '60s.

Rose's life and character are.loosely based on the career of
mythic superstar Janis Joplin who overdosed on heroin at the age
of 27. Midler’s vocal range and style don't compare with Joplin's;
nevertheless, she belts out rock and blues in a splashy, gut-wrench-
ing performance that marks a sensational movie debut.

Midler carries the film. The music, unfortunately, is not always
up to the fevered pitch of the performer. Some of the compositions
have a disco sound that hardly smacks of the '60s. Midler manages
to overcome this handicap. She holds back nothing in communicat-
ing the physically demanding, emotionally punishing, flat-out ef-
forts of the hyped-up rock star. .

On stage, Rose's gyrations create an interaction with her con-
cert audience that has the frightening aspect of a sacrificial ritual.

HER PRIVATE LIFE is keyed in the same kind of desperate

pitch. When she is not screaming lyries, she is screaming in rage or

.in tears or in one of her out-of-control states induced by booze or
drugs.

There is little relief from the crescendo pitch the film main-
tains; there are few contrasting moments or changes of pace. Cars,
planes, voices are always screeching. -

The virtuoso performance, which Midler delivers, is needed to
combat the effects of the fatiguing sound track and the stereo-
typed situations and characters.

There is Rose’s greedy manager (Alan Batesy who won't let her
stop performing; there are the studs in her life, such as the chauf-
feur (Frederick Forest) she picks up; there is the star's unquench-
able need for reassurance, for adulation, and for the solace of
drugs and alcohol.

What the film doesn't do is explore the character, explain the
passion for music or the source of that speedy disintegration, dig
into the world of rock music and its self-destructive superstars.
(Rose suggests Joplin, but others, like Jimi Hendrix and Jim Mor-
rison, come to mind.)

Does it have to be this way? Why the race toward self-annihila-
tion? “The Rose” doesn't ask the questions or provide the answers,
but it does showcase Midler's considerable talent, and that’s worth
experiencing.

Belushi goes wild

“Wild Bill” Kelso (John Belushi} is determined to be the
first pilot to shoot down an enemy plane over U.S. soil, in
Steven Spielberg’s comedy spectacular “1941.” The Univer-
sal Pictures and Columbia Pictures presentation will have

Week in Detroit |
celebrates jazz

Jazz at the Crossroads: A Detroit
Celebration, will be held Thursday,

Dec. 6 through Sunday, Dec. 9. Workshop Leader is Slide
Concerts and workshops sponsored Hampton. Admission Free.
by the Detroit Council of the Arts will FRIDAY EVENING

be presented by internationally ac-
claimed jazz artists like Slide Hampton
and Ron Carter, along with nationally
knéwn Detroit musicians.

Admission to workshops is free; con-
certs carry nominal admission price.
Tickets are available at Orchestra
Hall, site of all concerts. For more in-
formation, contact Detroit Council of
the Arts, 224-3482.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

‘THURSDAY — DAY — Dec. 6

Location: Friends Auditorium
— Detroit Public Library.
fistory of Black Music in De-
troit, 2-2:30 p.m. .

Panelists:  Arthur LaBrew,
Herb Boyd and Harold McKin-

Harrison.

ney.

Jazz Education in the schools
— 4-5:30 p.m.

Panelists: Ernie Rodgers and
James Tatum.

Admission: Free.

THURSDAY — EVENING

Location: Orchestra Hall —
Youth Bands, 8-11 p.m.

Piano: Donald Robinson and
Remus Robinson, Middle School;
John Smith and Oakland Univer-
sity Jazz Band; Ernie Rodgers
and Northwestern High Jazz
Band; Nate Chillis and Murray
Wright High.

Admission: Tickets available
at Orchestra Hall. Series ticket
permits attendance at all four

Free.

tor, NEA

concerts.

FRIDAY — DAY — Dec. 7
Location: Detroit Community

Music School, 200 East Kirby at

John R, 2-4 p.m.

Composing, arranging, impro-
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A Northfield Hilton Gift Certificate is both
timely and timeless. Whenever you give, what-
ever the occasion, to please and impress that
special person. . . and you fill in the amount.

NORTHFIELD HILTON
5500 Crooks Rd. at I-75
Troy, Michigan 48098
(313)879-2100

visation, and horn technique: A
Talk Sessi

Location: Orchestra Hall, 8-11

pm.
Musicians: Harold McKinney,
Marcus Belgrave and Wendell

Admission: Tickets available
at Orchestra Hall. Series tickets
permit attendance at all four
concerts..

SATURDAY — DAY Dec. 8

Location: Detroit Raddison Ca-
dillac, 1-2:45 pm. From Main-
Stream to Crossover, .

Herb Bond (Moderator), Stan-
ley Crouch, Billy Mitchell, Frank
Foster, Harold McKinney and

© John Sinclair. Plus, Edna Wat-
. son, Vishnu Wood, Curtis Fuller,
and Mary Jo Johnson. Admission:

SATURDAY — DAY
Location: Detroit Raddison Ca-
dillac, 3-3:15 p.m. National En-
dowment for the Arts and Jazz.
Aida Chapman, assistant direc-

Abrams, and James Jordan. Ad-

mission free.

SATURDAY - EVENING
Location: Orchestra Hall, 8-11

pm.

Musicians: Slide Hampton and
His World of Trombones. Admis- 2
sion: Tickets available at Orches-
tra Hall. Series tickets permit at-
tendance at all four concerts.

SUNDAY VENING

Location: Orchestra Hall, 8-11
p.m. Musicians: Ron Carter and
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Come Home
A To
Win Schulet's
For The Holidays
Festive Atmosphere

Parties » Luncheons - Dinners
Gifts for friends and family

Phone for your reservations today

Ak about our

601 Rochester Rd.
Rochester, M.
(313) 852-8330

6066 West Maple Rd.
West Bloomfield, MI.
(313) 851-8880

e holiday, we will be closed

Jimmy Wilkins Band, Admission: Christmas Day.
Tickets available at Orchestra —
Hall. Series tickets permit atten- ETIETEIr
dance at all four concerts.
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COUPON THERE’S ROOM

Chiinese Restaurant & Cockta
Miracle Mile Shopping Center
Across from Showease Cinema

9th Anniversary
Celebration
25% off al! Dinners

served 5 p.m.-10 p.m.
Monday thru Thursday only
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RESTAURANT
1422 MIDOLEBELY 416 M, Livoraa .
Cantonsse & American Food
Japanese Steakhouse
® Exotic Cocktails ®
CARRY-OUTS O CHIKESE FOOD
Crinese Luncheon 113 apaness Luncneon 11.2
Chinese Dioner 3.9.30 Tacanese Daner 8:930
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