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- County drops Social Security issue

The Oakland County Employees Re-
tirement Commission’s proposal that
the county withdraw its 3,500 employ-
@es from the federal social security
system probably won't be considered
until next year.

The nine-member panel had asked
the County Board of Commissi

the employees and employer.
“At this point in time, they can't do
that,” Guido said.

LAST WEEK, the full county board
let the notice issue die.

“We're right’ back-where we start-
ed,” said i Caucus leader

last month to file a withdrawal notice

;vilh the federal government by Dec.
1.

But from De

Robert Gorsline of Milford. There had
been speculation that Republicans, who
control the board; 16-11, would over-
turn the i

commissioners and labor unions and
“panic” among some county employees
led to the request’s being tabled in two
county board committees.

“It's a dead issue for this year as far
as I'm concerned,” said Eugene Guido,
director of the Southfield regional off-
ice of the American Federation of

State, County and Municipal Employ- .
ees.

He said AFSCME would “continue to
be opposed until there’s a thorough in-
vestigation and they offer the same
kinds of benefits at lesser costs to both

A study comparing Social Security
benefits and costs with private insur-
ance plans is likely before the county
even considers dropping out of the fed-
eral pension system.

And according to county Treasurer
C. Hugh Dohany, the county can't with-
draw without a vote of its employees.

Dohany, who's also executive secre-
tary of the Employees Retirement
Comrmission, said last week that giving
the federal government two years no-
tice to withdraw, as required, is “not as
rushing as it was.”

Buyer beware when
shopping by mail

An- enticing alternative to frantic
shappers and crowded malls is mail or-
der shopping. But along with conven-
ience and the ability to obtain products
not available locally is a chance for
fraud, the Better Business Bureau
waris. .

In addition, many problems that
arise are a result of consumer careless-
ness — forgetting to include names
and/or addresses on their orders and
not allowing enough time (4-6 weeks)
for delivery.

To avold mail order woes, the BBB
suggests some of the following precau-
tions:

» Carefully read catalogues and al-

ways keep a copy of the ad or brochure. ,

« Pay by check or money order and
never in cash, and include any shipping
or handling charges.

= Keep a record of your order — the
date, name and address of the compa-

ny, cancelled check, number or money
order or bank check.

« Finally, check your order promptly
upon receipt to insure that it is the item
you ordered and that is intact and satis-
factory. Notify the company at once if
itisnot.

Dohany said the retirement panel
was told by County Civil Counsel Rob-
ert Allen that the state would have to
file the notice after the county board
passed a resolution.

“There's no way the state would get
a letter of intent in before the end of
the year,” Dohany said.

NEVERTHELESS, the retirement
board, he said, still wants the with-
drawal investigated.

Such a study may be considered this
mopth by the county board's personnel
committee, said committee chairman
John McDonald, R-Farmington Hills.

Dohany added: “It's possible next
year they (county employees) may be
given all the facts, both pro and con,
and asked to take a vote on it.”

AFSCME, which represents an esti-
mated 400 county workers, opposed
withdrawal from the social security
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system, as did county board Demo-
crats. Because employees were
confused on the issue, some Republican
commissioners opposed filing a with-
drawal notice as well.

BESIDES retirement benefits, social
security provides death and disability
benefits to an employee’s dependants.
Some commissioners have questioned
whether a private insurance plan could
match the combination of benefits. g

Social security has come under fire
in recent years as payroll deductions '
through the FICA tax have risen steadi-
ly. Moreover, retirement benefits alone
are widely considered insufficient for
retirees faced by continuing inflation.

Dohany said the county has budgeted
$3 million as its share of the 1980 so-
cial security tax. The employees will
roughly match that amount in payroll

deductions.
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« When you receive in
the mail that you have not ordered, you
may consider it as a gift. Nothing can
be mailed to you without your consent
unless cléarly marked as a free sample
or as merchandise from charitable or-
ganizations asking for a donation. Ei-
ther way, the merchandise is a gift.
You are not ebligated to return or pay
for it.
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available by requesting a copy of “Con-
sumer Tips on Buying By Mail.” Send a
self-addressed, stamped No. 10 enve-
lope to the Better Business Bureau of
Metropolitan Detroit, 150 Michigan Av-
enue, Detroit 48226, .

because t's hard to lose weight alone. ..

642-5665

Gt started on your way to a thinner,
happier, heatthier ife
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Kast's Energy advisor says:

~Take the chill
out of winter .
without turnirig up

the heat. 72

Adding the proper amount cf moisture to the
alr in your home with an automatic power
humidifier by Humid-Aire, from Kast, makes
you feel warmer at lower Pro-
- tect your health and property from the effects

- of winter's dry air. Call Kast today.

KAST &

580 S. TELEGRAPH at ORCHARD LAKE RD.
Call 642-7150 L12-3850 338-9255

REPEAT OF A SELLOUT!
OUR POPULAK, VERSATILE BENCH
IS NOW IN .
GENUINE
TOP GRAIN
LEATHER

Buy Now For
Chrisumas Giviny

$149

"2for*289 . Reg.$264.50 each

INTHE
BEDROOM

* Agently tufted, supple top grain leather bench. Perfect for a hallway, extra
seating, an ottoman, a fireside grouping, the bedroom or just about
arywhere. Extra cushloning in the expertly upholstered seat for added
comfort. Many shades of beiges and browns to choose from.

Hurry! Sale ends December 8, 1979.

Dearborn 23600 Michigan Ave. east of Telegraph 565-3400
Bloomfield Hills 4107 Telegraph at Long Leke Rd. 642-8822
Rochaater 1110 . Rochester Rd. In Winchester Mall 652-3500
Open dally 10-9 Wed. & Sat. 10-6 Usa our convenient charge, Visa or Master Charge

(" INVESTMENT SEMINAR )

HAVE YOURSELF A CHARLES W. WARREN CHRISTMAS.

THE GIFTOF LLADRO...

Come look over our collection

of distinctive Liadro porcelain ...
expanded this year to include
even more Lladro figurines. A very
special gift for your very special
frlends. Prices from $33. Shown:
Girl with Lilies, 9 inches high.

charles W WARREN-

Merrill
Lynch

MERRILL LYNCH INVITES YOUTO |- /
ATTEND A SPECIAL FORUM:

“Recession:
‘An Opportunity for Investors”

WHEN: Wednesday, December mﬁm
' 5,1979 at 7:30 PM NORTHLAND~-EASTLAND-~ WESTLAND— BRIARIWOOD s

TLA
WHERE: Southfield Hollday Inn LAKESIDE —FAIRLANE—TWELVE CAXS—OAKLAND

26555 Telegraph Road
(Betwesn 10 & 11 Mile)

S K i IS OUR Account Executive Robert A. Epsteln will present a
a special program highlighting the unique opportuni-
BUSINESS ties avallable to investors In times of recession.

Specific stocks and bonds will be discussed. N
1t you would like to learn how you can profit from the
current racession, plan on attending this timely
seminar.

For resarvations, please call Merrill Lynch In South-
kﬂeld at 354-5016.

855-1075

THE ROCKEFELLER
COLLECTION. COMES
TO GORMAN’S TROY.

SELECTED FRQMOJR NEW

1980 STYLES - - YEES > q -

FOR MEN, WOMEN & KIDS

, Rodin’s Torso of

Rods 68 elcgafnt repmduc;i:lns of master-

e, skillfully eces of painting, sculpture, prints,

ced though Larwings and china fromy the Tate Me.
orginal ‘Tost Rockefeller's world famous collection.

wax’’ process. $1500.

Theéy're on display now, and you'se
most welcome to browse through them
. . ) dnt_in:g our regular business hours.
SKI SPECIALISTS . ¢
LLS: 2540 WO 2t Square

1465 W, Big Beaver Road st Crooks Road, Troy » Phone 649-2070
" Open Daily 10 ¢9 6; Mox., Thurs., Fel. tll 9 Saz. Nova 1o 5:30

o ANN ARBOR: 336 WASHTENA Westof U.S/23 -,
- qunﬂ.hﬁwemu-mu




