Churchill cagers crown RU

Ron Reed, a junior center, tossed in
20 points to lead Livonia Churchill to a
59-54 non-league basketball victory
‘Tuesday over Redford Union.

The Chargers, 1-1 after a pair of non-
conference games, open their Western
Six League season Friday at Waterford"

“It {Churchill-RU encounter) was not
a picture-perfect game, but it was a
victory for the Chargers,” said coach
Fred Price. “At this point, we'll take it.
I think the Kids will be ready (for
Mott).”

Churchill led RU 12-6 aiter the first
quarter, 28-20 at the half and 39-30 af-
ter three periods.

‘The Paithers used a press to whittle
their deficit, but Churchill was able to
hold on.

Brian Kersten helped carry the of-
fensive load for the Chargers by con-
tributing 12 points and grabbing 10 re-
+ bounds,

“Ron (Reed) did an excellent job for
us. He also had eight rebounds, about
six steals and played an excellent ball
game,” said Price. “We had balanced
scoring by the other people who played.

“We bad them down by 12 points, but
they made us make turnovers. They put
the pressure on and came within three.
We committed 38 turnovers and they
bhad 27, said Price.

Only four players scored for RU and
all hit for double figures. Todd Hillis
notched 17 points, Jerry Burk 13 and
Jobn Utych and Glenn Roberts 12
apiece.

“They were very cold at first and we
were quite hot at the start,” said Price,
who added that RU had a slight re-
bounding edge even though the Charg-
ers were taller.

Most of the Panthers’ rebounds came
at the offensive end of the court.

Churchill blitzed RU in the JV game
68-53.

LIVONIA BENTLEYppened its Sub-
urban Eight League campaign with a
54-51 victory over Dearborn Edsel
Ford,

The win was the second of the season
for the Bulldogs in as many outings on
the road.

Bentley trailed by three points with a
minute- and 2 half remaining, but
turned the tide on a basket by Craig
Evans, a field goal by Kurt Thorderson
and two free throws by John Bednar-
skl

Evans finished with 18 points, Thord-
erson 16 and Bednarski 10.

Neither team held more than a

the defense was the key. “We changed
it around quite a-bit but we were best
in the man-to-man. That, plus the will
of the kids made the difference. They
believe they’re winners.

“This group of kids just never says
die. They're really an unusual group,”
said Komula. *“They're not good
shooters, they're not real big and
they’re not talented, but thay come to
play. They’re coachable.”

“I think Bob Ellis, our little, quick
point-guard, had nine assists,” Komula
added. “He had two steals which were
important at the end, but he just causes
50 many turnovers. In the last-four
minutes, he caused five turnovers.

“Evans, our other guard, is so com-
y. He's bigger and plays good

three-point lead the tussle.
The score was tied 12-12 after the first
eight minutes and deadlocked 24-24 at
the half. The Thunderbirds led 40-38
going into the fourth quarter.

Bentley coach Jim Komula said that

Bentley swims past foe

Livonia Bentley, with first-place fin-
ishes in 10 of the 11 events, swam past
Redford Thurston 103-69 Tuesday in a
non-conference dual.

Mark Winter, a senior, won two indi-
vidual events for the Bulldogs and
swam a leg on the victorious medley
relay team.

Winter set new Bentley pool and var-
sity records with an effort of 4:49.6 in
the 500-yard freestyle. He tied the var-
sity record in the 200-yard individual
medley record with a time of 2:02.5.

defense, He's a smart player,” said
Komula,

- The Bulldogs will try to make it
three in a row when they visit Belle-
ville Friday.

Winter combined with Norm Gau-
thier, Ron Cislo and Brett Lemon to
‘win the medley relay with a clocking of
1:49.3.

Paul Dndley also won twice, besting
the field in the 200-yard freestyle,
1:515, and in the 100-yard freestyle,
50.7 seconds.

Don Wynne set a new varsity diving
record with 254 points. He won that
event.

Bentley’s Colin Henry triumphed in
the 50-yard freestyle, 23.8, and Frank

Edsel Ford defeated Bentley 75-63 in
the JV game.

- DETROIT CATEOLIC CENTRAL
crused Dearborn Divine Child in a non-
league contest 75-39.

The Shamrocks, which owned a 26-14
lead at the intermission, put the game
away by out-scoring their hoest 27-12
during the third quarter.

Spencer, a 6-7 center, collect-
ed 26 points and eight rebounds for CC.
Greg Wendt contributed 16 points and
Dan Bartels and Joe Chops nine each.

CC used a zone defense most of the
tine and the Falcons had trouble both
finding the scoring range and getting
rebounds. The Shamrocks forced nu-
merous turnovers and completely dom-
inated the béards with their super

til Tuesday when it

The ‘Shamrofks also rapped Divine
Child in the JV geliminary 85-
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Galeana, a sophomore, set the pace in
the 100-yard backstroke, 1:05.5.

The Bulldogs prevailed in the 400-
yard freestyle relay. The quartet of
Todd Johnson, Dudley, Henry and Cislo
had a clocking of 3:36.5.

Dave Obradovich, with a time of
1:08.1 in the 100-yard breaststroke, was
Thurston's only winner.

“We had good improvement. I was
pleased with the way things took shape
tonight,” said bentley coach Keith
Wright. He especially cited the records
which were set and the efforts of Henry
and Galeana.
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