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Magicians, puppeteers, mime troupes greet customers *

Bookstore’s added atiraction: entertainment

Story and photos by
PAT BORDMAN

Bookstores are usually for quiet
browsing — not the spot to find a
magician, puppeteers or a mime.

‘That theory doesn't hold at the
Children’s Bookshop at Applegate
Square in Southfield.

Customers have become accus-
tomed to the frequent entertain-
ment at the shop since it opened last
spring. And best of all, it's free.

And although intended for chil-
dren, you can find many an enrap-
tured adult, listening and watching
with rapt attention to the frequent
entertainment.

“We're combining literature with
fun. It's not so formidable to the
child,” says shop owner Judy Ten-
nen.

Fun was certainly in evidence at
arecent Sunday afternoon show.

A group of Birmingham Groves
High School drama students per-
formed. Calling themselves the Fab- _
ulous Five, they offered mime, story
readings and skits, all based on chil-
dren’s books taken right off the
store shelves.

They used no props. Ccstumm N
were limited to a simple gréup out-
fitr

With a sole backdrop of shelves of
books, the Five presented fresh,
spirited and animated renditions of
stories. The audience had no trouble
using their imagination to fill in the
stage paraphenalia.

HIGHLIGHT of the presentation
was a book by Judith Viorst, “My
Mama Says There Aren't Any

[FDR Kins l"

Zombis, Ghosts, Vampires, Crea-
tures, Demons, Monsters, Fiends,
Goblins, or Things, but. . . Some-
times Even Mamas Make Mis-
takes."

Becalse of the store’s lay-out; and
it's intended use as a bookstore,
there is no clearly defined area for
staging.

The proximity of audience to ac-
tor is only a child’s arm length.

“It's © a very informal
atmosphere,”Ms.Tennen said. “The
children sit on the floor. They don’t
feel they're in the rigid structure of,
the theater or an auditorium, and
they're very relaxed. -

“T think they have fun.”

But it is a bookstore first and
foremost.

“The emphasis is definitely on
reading. I want it to be a bookstore,
but I think the other things make it
appealing.”

ATMOSPHERE is a key to sue-
cess at the Children’s Bookshop
where children are the most import-*
ant customers. They are expected to
browse, to leaf through the multi-
tude of choices, to touch, to ask
questions, to make requests and to
participate in this store. ~ ~

Child visitors get a natural feeling
that the store is intended just for
them. And it is.

The clincher is a secret room
available only to small children be-
cause only they will fit inside.

But, adult customers have a place
as well.

There is an adult section with se-
lections on child-rearing, nutrition,
and other family matters.

Ms. Tennen feels the weight of re-
sponsibility for recommendations.

“The parents come in and they
want books on death, divorce and

something that is rational and not
maudlin. I have to make judgments
and it’s  difficult thing to do.

“I feel tremendously responsi-
ble.”

Why a bookstore just for chil-
dren?

“I think people are very aware of
what their children read and they
see them coming home with things

Mime is only part of the act for the Fabulous
Five of Groves High School’s drama department.

from the paperback store and
they're upset,” Ms. Tennen said.

“I WORKED in a bookstore be-
fore starting this one and became an
expert on children’s books because
nobody else cared er knew. There
seemed to be a tremendous need for
guidance.”

Ms. Tennen contends that al-

though parents want help, they don't
want to have to sit down and read
things first.

“So this place affords a service,”
she said. “The children are pleased
to come in here. They love the books
and the ambiance.”

At 1 p.m. on Dec. 23 the Fabulous
Five will again perform at the Chil-
dren’s Bookstore.

(bottom row), Nancy Tennis and Susan Tobocman
of Franklin, and Jeff Parker and Michael Burn-

adoption,” she said. “They want  Left to right they are: Wendy Arons of Birmingham stein (top row).
Fath T, ' f) Y
‘ather Bob Dock, Ieit holds daughler Bonnie on his lap and [ . . .// . .
watches with son Bradley Dock (right) as the Fabulous Five from | - fp eR FECr < t e,yfi ouh{}ue
Groves High perform their mime and storytelling. The group will ! i 0 )
perform again at 1 p.m. Dec. 23 at the Children’s Bnuks(ore in Apple- . . 'ngﬁ'“’ Oocaalon YGDWHS .
ate Squa +Christmas, New Years R
gate Square. WINDOW REPLACEMENT CO.- «Skirts » Blousas
+Uniqua Gifts from
around the World
X .- Come and browse
2 Convenient Locations: away from the
. maddening crowds
RIGHTON MALL LIVONIA and let us assist you to
497 W. Grand River 7 Mile and Middlebelt M F ‘M 50 find the perfect gifts for

Across trom Livonns Mati
476.8360

o Christmas this year. o

- SUN 12 30430
Featuring energy-saving ; “ ok
Poila 13/16” Alr Spece Mon., Thuis., Fri, 9-9 Tues., Wed.. Sat. 9:6 16340 Mmdgg,’;v fce Is Our Mo"o
Wood Windows. e . - bet. 5 & 6 Mile i Comers
2000 Winner St,, Walled Lake | Uvonia n orence 421 -0420 J

Free Estimates 624-2118

Pick the fireplece of your
choice &t any fireplace shop,
and our experts ¢an instsll

it for you. us about . 03 (
‘.‘2“.::».;"}. g?ﬁf‘; ';;f;;; Antioch Lutheran Church, L.C.A. Tear out this ad
e 13 Mile & Farmington Roads and Discover Bonanza! |’

reptacament, design services,
additions and much more, The Rev. Bertil E. Anderson, pastor

Discover a deliclous staak, baked

potato or french frios and Texas toast.

Plus a milo high salad from our *Discov-

ery” Safad Bar. Two meals — [ust $5.69.

Deliclous! Offer good with coupon only.

Bonanza’s famous
Rlb-Eye Dmner Qw?5e

Entire Stock w
LEATHER
COATS
13 to 12
OFF

Y ALLIE BROS.

I Fine Men’s Wear
20331 Middlebelt, Livonia
(2biks, South of 8 Mile) ATT-3434
Mon. thru Fri. g am. - 9p.ea. J
4pm.

349-3344
State Lic. No. 38023

Downtown Narthvitle
9to5 Monday-FridavJ

8:30a.m. Family Worship

9:30a.m. Church School for all ages
71:00a.m. Holy Communion
400p.m. Church School Program

142 N. CENTER
b doors S. of Dunlap

CITY OF FARMINGTON
OPPORTUNITY FOR A PUBLIC HEARING

All interested persans are hereby advised that the City of Farmingion Is proposing

the improvement of the Farmington Road Shiawassee Road Intersection at the River

Rouge. The propased improvement inclues the coustruction of a new intersection at

Farmington Rsad and Shiawassee Road at the River Rouge. Both roads wil be
four Lanes (51 foot

Nursery Care at 11a.m.
Come and colebrate Advent with us.
In addition to the new pavement, the existing bridge over the River Rouge will be
removed and replaced with a 30"-11"x10"-8" cnlveﬂ. ‘The bridge will be closed during
thry traffic will b dbya L!@eddewu Local traffic will be .

Sun. Noon - 4 .. Sat, 10 &+

alowed to access up to the bridge site.

v
the social, economic and environmentat aspects of the Mect, luvzl!ab]e for public
review and copying at the Office of the City Manager, 23600 Liberty Strest, Farming-
ton, Mich.

‘The project is proposed to redelve Federal ald under the Federal Ald Urban Systéms,
and under provisions of Federal Law, any person Who would be affected by the
proposed improvement, may request in writing, that a forma! Public Hearing be held
concerning the social, economic, and environmental effects of this project. Such a
request should be malled to the City Manager, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington,
Mich. 48024. This request must be recelved on or before January 3, 1980,
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