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A comeback for the mini? Qur knees aren’t ready

Write an interview type story on the
reaction to the return of the mini skirt.
But how? Whom do you interview?

Consider the problem. For the past
five years we've been getting used to
longer skirts, boots, pant suits and de-
signer jeans. Even Twiggy, the match-
stick-thin British model on whom the
mini was launghed, has aged, gained
weight, and is pow wearing mid-calf-
length skirts,  *

Would Twiggy consider climbing to-
day’s corporate ladder with her der-
riere in full view?

A recent sampling of a fashion ex-

the fashion plate/Rustle Shand

Edwin Newman can sit in as the critie
who critiqued his own book “Strietly
Speaking,” then strictly speaking, Is
there any reason the author cannot also
be the interviewee?

o

an informal sur-

pert and four devotees of designer
clothing during a committee meeting
for the Detroit Historical Museumn Cos-
tume Wing was typical of the subjec-
tive reaction one gets when asking
what people think about the return of
the mini.

When they tried on collectors item
minis from the 60s which were about to

go to the costume collection, the wom-
ensaid in chorus: “Ghastly.”

Even Women's Wear Daily, which is
usually first to latch onto a trend, lam-
pooned the mini with a double page
photo. spread of Joan Kennedy, sister-
in-law Jackie O, and sisters Anne Ford
Johnson and Charlotte Harris. The
piece prompted another chorus of
“Ghastly.”

But wherever there is a question,
there is usually someone willing to ven-
ture an opinion. One such person did
appear to give the mini skirt question
her careful consideration.

Never mind that it happened to be
the very same person who was as-
signed to write the story. After all, if

vey for The Observer and Eccentric
newspaper,” the interviewer told her
image in the mirror. “Will you tell me
for the record what you think about the
mini skirt and its return as an item of
fastionable apparel?”

Hiking its skirt to survey the
reappearance of the knee as a fashion
item and sex object, the image gri-
maced.

“There is no such thing as a sexy
knee. There are fat knees, knobby
knees, knocked knees and droopy
knees, but there are no sexy knees.

“There is no way a woman can
gracefully bend over in a mini skirt
and no way she can gracefully leave
and enter an automobile in a mini

skirt.” This comment followed an as-
sortment of physical gyrations de-
signed to confirm its suspicions.

“Still, there is a certain amount of
nostalgia in remembering the whistles
of perfectly strange men who stationed
themselves at street corners to watch
the show,” the image said wistfully.

“However, to wear the mini well,” it
continued sensibly after inching the
skirt well beyond mid-thigh, “one must
be almost perfect.”

Twisting and turning to view all the
angles, the image continued, “One can-
not be fat and one cannot be too skinny.
One must be tall, but not too tall.

Certaialy 2 short person cannot wear
the mini well. It makes her look as if
ber feet had somehow or other been
implanted in four or five inches of
cement.”

BRUSHING back a few strands of
gray hair, it noted somewhat sadly:
“The age of the wearer is perhaps most
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“And look!
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you ever see so much paper
tableware in one place?
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endless.
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't you rather have—and give—a gt thafs practical and pretty

Instead of one that’s just pretty? Wel, here are ot of homely gifs. All beautful,

of course. And all exceptionally wellpriced. What's more, most things are in the store, ready
for you to take home. Ifs our hotiday treat from our house to yours.
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s made from structural polystyrene and then painted.
Each cubeis 13%" square and can be used in a multrude of ways; music
centery, kitchen storsge, bathrooms, bedrooms . . . the possiiltes are
basic cube, $28. cube wih 1 shek, $28. cube with door and.

of all.
“You must be young and energelic
and never sit down unless you are pre-

pared to bare the support portion of
your panty hose. You must be prepared
for the fact that business executives
will credit you with having nothing
more than a pair of legs to offer the
corporate structure.”

Sitting down to observe crossed
knees, the image reflected, “The test to
finally and for all time answer the real
question is for women to ask them-
selves whether or not they dress for
men. If they do, then there will be
many a mini skirt on the streets by
spring.

“However, if the answer is ‘no,’ then
some ready-to-wear firms who have
depended too heavily on the return of
the mini will go bankrupt as women re-
mind men that they've come a long
way since the 60s.

“Personally, I believe we are tired of
revivals and will wear what is most be-
coming to us,” said the image as she
rose and stood tall in her reflection.
“We can always go back to trousers
and tell men if they like the mini so
much then they =an wear the mint
themselves.”
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AUCTION

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15
at lp,m.

1she, $37. cube with 2 shelves, $32, cube with § shelves, $36. cube with
3 drawers, $54. cube with 4 drawers, $57.

at our galleries

FEATURING: Silver, Crystal, Oriental Rugs, Clocks,
Bronzes, Marble Statuary, Porcelains, Jades and Hard-
stones, Ivory, Netsukes, Snuff Bottles, Orfentalia in-
cluding Imari, Satsuma, Cloisonne, Peking Glass, Paint-
ings and Prints, Decorative Accessories, Collectables,
Period and Exemplary Furniture and a Large Jewelry
Collection, X

Virtually Our Entire Gallery Will Be Available For
Your Request!

Sorty, No Catalogues Will Be Available.

EXHIBITION: One Hour Prior to Auction.

TERMS: Cash, Check, Master, Charge, VISA, or
American Express.

INFORMATION: Kindly call (313) 338-9203.
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825 Woodward Ave,, Pontiac, Michigan 48053
(One mile north of Square Lake Road)
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SOUTHFIELD:
12mile at N'western hwy. (313) 352-1530
26026 W. 12mile rd. 48034
M.ThF. 109T.W. 10-6 Sat. 10-55un. 124

ANN ARBOR:
at farmers market (313) 668-4688

410 N. Fourth ave. 48104
Mon.-Fri. . 9:30-8:00P.M. Sat. 9-5




