Hold that tiger till after Xmas

According to the Humane Society of
the United States (HSUS), more than 1

_million puppies and an undetermined

number of hamsters, kittens and other
creatures will be given as gifts this
Christmas.

Most often the recipients will be chil-
dren. Many pets will be bought on im-
pulse with very little thought given to
their care. Pets are not inanimate ob-
jecls to be bought, wrapped, opened,
momentarily admired, then set aside
for the Christmas day events.

“Christmas pets require extra spe-
cial planning and care,” said Dr. Mi-
chael Fox, head of HSUS's Institute for
the Study of Animal Problems. “Christ-
mas is a time of excitement, chaos, vis-
iting guests, traveling and noise.

“Christmas day may be the very
worst time”to give a pet to a young
child — for the pet as well as the
child,” he added.

Some children can get carried away
by the presence of toys and packages
and treat the young puppy or kitten
much like other toys. The new pet can
become confused and frightened. The
result is that both the pet and the child
fail to adjust properly to one another.

The HSUS offers the following ad-
vice to those who are contemplating
purchasing an animal as a pet.

The best age to take a puppy away
from his mother and introduce it to a
new environment is around eight
‘weeks. This is the time when the puppy
is no longer dependent upon its mother

and requires humnan socialization if it is
to become a “good” pet. The HSUS sug-
gests that you wrap a photo, a dish, a
leash or some other symbol and leave
this non-living item under the tree.
Don't pick the young puppy or kitten up
until after Christmas.
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Budget for a merrier holiday

only in unuse(i condition, and only dur- - -

Christmas is likely to be a bit mer-
rier if it can be celebrated without hav-
ing to worry about how to pay for it.
There’s still time to apply to the holi-
day season the same budgeting and

“Arrange to have it and
‘wormed before you bring it home, too,
if possible,” Fox advises. The children
will be just as pleased with symbols
and parents won't be faced with the
“accidents” on the rug or the care of
the animal until after the Christmas
excitement has died down.

If the puppy is older than eight
weeks, the HSUS suggests it be brought
home a week or two before Christmas
so it may become well adjusted to its
surroundings. Hold a special Christmas
for the new pet so it is not left out of
the joyous festivities. The best time to
bring a new pet home is in the morning
so it will have the daylight hours to in-

shopping that make sense
throughout the year.

The first step in budgeting is to fig-
ure out how much money from the nor-
mal, day-to-day operations can be
made available for holiday expenses.
Add any amounts set aside for the holi-
days, such as Christmas Club proceeds,
to this figure along with any unusual
income, such as end-of-year bonuses or
tips. °

Apgainst this total, expenses must be
balanced. Presents for others probably
account for the lion's share of holiday
costs. A list of recipients, with gift ide-
as and a price range for each, will pro-
vide an estimate of how much gifts will

and become
with its new home.

‘The HSUS opposes giving pets as
surprise gifts. This kind of surprise is
usually not appreciated. Also, HSUS
asks people not to put ribbons around
an animal’s neck, or put an animal in a
box. Puppies or kittens may suffocate
or become entagled in the ribbon which
could make Christmas a very unhappy
time.

In addition, HSUS warns new pet
owners about the dangers of Christmas
decorations and foliage. Plants such as
holly, mistletoe and poinsettia contain
toxic
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cost. Al ider other expenses, such

as food, entertaining, travel, decora-
tions, Christmas cards and postage.
With these calculations done, the
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budgeter can tell at a glance whether.
available funds equal or exceed esti-
mated expenses. If they do, it’s time to-
start carrying out the plan. If they
don't it's back to the drawing board
temporarily to shift the budget into
balance.

If additional money can't be found,
the best way is to re-examine expenses
and shave most or all of {hem to the
extent that's needed. An altermative
for some families — but definitely not
for all — is short-term use of credit.

pete during what is for them, a very
important time of year. However, the
facts that business is so brisk and that
so many purchases are for other per-
sons add importance to the following
buying rules:

+ Deal with reputable merchants,
evaluating them according to past ex-
perience or advice from friends. Street
vendors and stores that operate only
during the holiday session won’t be
around later to satisfy complaints or
make exchanges which most establish-

For peace of mind, ings should
be kept low enough so that they can be
paid back over a shert period without
taxing the household’s regular budget.
Overuse of existing credit, such as

charge accounts,is a common cause of

the post-holiday blues.

HOLIDAY SHOPPING requires the
same patient attention to price and
quality that intelligent consumers use
all the time. It can offer good buying
opportunities because businesses com-

ed handle in stride.

* Check refund and exchange poli-
cies carefully before buying a gift. Will
the store make refunds or exchanges?
Must the item be returned to the point
of purchase? Is a location available
that is convenient to the recipient?

Many items on sale before the holi-

days can't be returned afterwards, and”

many itéms that go on sale after the
holidasy are eligible for refunds or ex-
changes only at the sale price.

In most cases, a gift may be returned

ing a specified post-holiday period. A
sales slip usually is required with a re-
turn, so all sales slips should be re-
tained.

« Read warranties. They should be in
writing, and a copy should be supplied
with the gift so the recipient will know
what to do if anything is unsatisfacto-
ry. If the product must be returned, the
warranty may require it to be maile¢
somewhere or taken to a place other
than the point of purchase. Check to se¢
whether such provisions would be con
venient for the recipient.

* Think through layaway plans be
fore signing.a contract for one. if the
buyer changes his or her mind later on
ar is unable to complete the purchase
are payments already made refund
able? Assume that nothing will be re
funded unless a written agreemen
says otherwise. Warranties and refund
exchange policies are as important fo
2 layaway item as they are for a con
ventional purchase.
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FOR HER ...

AN INVESTMENT FOR YOU.

Mr. Rabert Zahloute invites you to his shop to see
his selection of newly imported, fine quality,
" specially priced Oriental rugs. . .
plements to almost any home setting, whether con-
temporary or traditional. With striking colors and
unique designs they add as much beauty to homes
today as they did hundreds of years ago.

Orlental rugs, like most fine works of art, are in-
creasing in value, making them an impressive
sound investment.
Come talk with our fine staff for suggestions and
ideas on how this ancient tradition can accent your
home as a sound investment. Other services include
cleaning, repairing, trading, buying. appraisals and
broKerage of fine Oriental rugs.

Purveyors of Ortental rugs
since 1897.
Birmingham: 304 Hamilton Row—634-8200

Member of

viéﬂfal K,&S

. ‘exquisite com-

Oriental Rug Retaliers of America.

CALL(313)
““PERRY.DRUG STOI
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These are just four of the many styles

of rockers we have in stock for
Christmas delivery. A rocker is a
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personal gift that will be en-

joyed and remembered
for years to come. All of
our rockers are on sale
now. Come in and see
our fine selection.

.. Decorative Interiors
Holiday“Get-Acquainted”Sale
" December 13-16 A
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0 no “white sumptuous fine fumniture, art, -

The Fan Back rocker offers solid durability
and comfort. It's big enough to be com-
fortable for everyone in the family and its
style will warm up any room.

Special*129

‘This solid oak “Haymarket” rocker has
a nostalgic tum of the century look.
Finished in a medium oak color.

Special ‘99

The “Oak Hil Rocker”
has heavy rugged tum-
ings, arms and runners

‘This beautiful pine rock-
er comes in a dark
or light pine finish,

andis finished in 2 beau- either decorated of Reduction on ' lamps, L and imported =
tifulmedium ozk color. undecorated. all merchandise 3t Decorative treasures. And get acquainted with N
. Special 169 Special Decorated 5119 Interiors. our experienced staff of interior de- <

There is, however, a wide selection
of tasteful home fumishings and -
accessories for everyone on your
holiday shopping list...including
yourself.'And this Thursday through
Sunday, during our Holiday “Get
Acquainted” Sale, prices on all
merchandise will be re-
duced by 20%.

- Please stop in and ac-

.
P R . .
ORCHARD MALL + ORCHARD LAKE FD. + NORTH OF MAPLE « WEST BLOOMFIELD . |
851-3200

Undecorated *99 signers, too. We'll be glad to help
you with any decorating questions
you might have,As usual, our .
popular decorating service is avail- - .
able to you at no charge. Special
December hours are 10 am. to 9
p-m., Monday through Friday, 10

— 2. to 6 p.m. Saturday
and 12 noon to'5 p.m.

Sund:ay;

Delivery for Christmas while stock lasts -
Sale ends December 20
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