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Monday, December 17, 1979

Victory for environmentalists

Wetlands protection bill passes

By MARY GNIEWEK

Environmentalists have scored a vie-

tory with approval of a bill which pro-*

tects Michigan's wetlands from com-
mercial development.

Farmington’s state legislators in
Lansing, Sen. Doug Ross, D-Oak Park,
and Rep. Sandy Brotherton, R-Farm-
ington, threw early support to the mea-
sure,

“1 am satisfied that this bill will pro-
vide Michigan citizens and the import-
ant Wetlands of the state the type of
protection that neither environmental-

ists nor many developers can complain
about,” Brotherton said. -

‘The legislation takes effect Oct. 1,
1980. It authorizes the Department of
Natural Resources to conduct an inven-
tory of all wetlands in counties with

fewer than 100,000 residents to deter--

mine which areas need protection.

In counties with more than 100,000
residents, such as Oakland, the bill will
take immediate effect without an in-
ventory. .

The measure restricts development
or draining of swamps, marshes, bogs
or other wetlands over five acres which
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Ross was not available for comment
Friday, but his Senate aide, Bob
O'Leary, called the legislation a strong
environmental bill. -

“As it stands, it provides for substan-
tial protection in counties over 100,000
residents where loss of wetlands is
most eritical,” O’Leary said.

THE BILL was sponsored by Sen.
Kerry Kammer, D-Pontiac. In the
House, an amendment was added
which some political observers believe
threw 4 wrench into the measure.

The provision allows landowners to
appeal DNR rulings if they believe re-
strictions on land are unreasonable.

Under the law, Jandowners who wish
to alter wetlands will be required to
apply for a $25 permit at a local DNR-
office.

After inspecting the land, the DNR
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will issue a permit only if there is “no
feasible or prudent” alternative. "

If a landowner appeals a DNR deci-
sion and a court rules in his or her fa-
vor, the DNR must pay for loss of prop-
erty~or amend the ruling to permit
greater land use.

“It's a way of giving the landowner
some relief,” Brotherton said.

“There’s got to be an appeal pro-
cess.”

Agricultural activity is also protect-
ed under the legislation. Almost all ag-
ricultural activity is exempt from the
regulations spelled out in the bill.

“Farmers are having enough trouble ~

trying to make a living for their fami-
lies these days,” Brotherton said.

“They don't need more rules from
Lansing telling them what to do with
their property.”

Wetlands absorb water to prevent
flooding and provide a natural habitat
for wildlife.
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