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Divorced dads burned up
over lack of equal rights

By JACKIE KLEIN

+ Jane Monroe is divorced and has a
live-in boyfriend. She abuses her small
son, but the court refuses to hear her
former husband’s complaints and re-
peated requests for custody of the
child.

Dr. Joe Hunter was successful until
his divorce. He petitioned the court to
reduce child support payments but was
refused. His ex-wife, he “says, has
turned the children against their father
and he is denied visitation rights,

Laura Jackson is remarried. She in-
sists her children call ber second hus-
band “Daddy” and their real father
“Jack.” Jack says he feels like a surro-
gate parent.

The names aren't real but the inci-
dents are. These are among the prob-
lems which spawned a group of di-
vorced men called Fathers For Equal
Rights of Wayne, Oakland and Macomb
counties (ERF) who protest what they
consider unfair treatment by the
courts. They joined to battle “sex-bigot-
ed” laws on child custody favoring the
mother.

ERF, which meets the third Thurs-
day of each month in Stevenson Ele-
mentary School in Southfield, is a non-
profit organization of about 1,000 di-
vorced fathers devoted to gaining equal
rights to their children.

THE GROUP has received a barrage
of criticism from divorced mothers
who claim fathers aren’t always con-
cerned about what is best for their chil-
dren and don't deserve equal or joint
custody. -

“We're aware of divorced fathers
fighting responsibilities,” said Dave
Kruger, vice president of the group.
“But we want to be more responsible
for our children than merely writing a

cept of human psychology. When we
talk about equal rights, we're implying
equal rights for mothers as well as fa-
thers.” y

One of the goals of ERF is to elimi-
nate the use of the courts’ contempt
powers to jail a man for being behind
in support payments.

“We know many divorced mothers
claim their ex-husbands are in arrears
in child support payments but don't go
to jail,” Kruger said. “But divorced
dads do go to jail for non-support. May-
be they can't afford to contribute be-
cause they've been affected by the
downturn in the economy. But the
meter keeps running on child support
paymeats,

“FAILURE TO pay is considered
contempt of court. How can a man who
is out of work afford to hire an attor-
ney? And if he’s in jail, how can he find
a job? The point is if the father isn't fit,
he shouldn’t get custody but neither
should an unfit mother.”

Alan Lebow, ERF president, claims
many divorced fathers have been
neutered by the system. Members yes-
terday burned their athletic supporters
and underwear in front of the Oakland
County Courthouse in Pentiac.

“The action was a public protest to
draw attention to the continuing emas-
culation of men fighting for parental
privilege denied them by judges,” Le-
bow said. “In 90 percent of divorce cas-
es, judges grant the mqther full custody
of children,

“Women burn bras, students burn
flags, and we have chosen these partic-
ular garments to symbolize our frus-
tration and feelings of impotency.
We've been denied our rigts to remain
parents to our children, We are mad as
hell and we aren'’t going to take it any-
more. It looks like we're headed for the

fer

“Judges hear cases of rape, murder
and non-custodial fathers who are ex-
communicated from their kids’ lives,”
Russow saft

“Mothers who don't let their former
husbands see the children don’t go to
jail," he said in an interview Monday.
“There’s no mandate to enforce visita-
tion rights for fathers. And what about
the emotional trauma?”

Divorced fathers have been denied
access to their children's school re-
cords, Russow maintained. According
to public law, he said, schools lack the
authority to withhold records from
non-custodial parents.

With the advent of women's liber-
ation, mothers are contributing more
and more to the family income and fa-
thers aren't the sole breadwinners,
Kruger said.

“Women are becoming increasingly
aware of their individuality and often
find marriage constricting,” he con-
tended. “Some divorced mothers don’t
want custody of their children. We're
not anti-wife or anti-mother. We're just
asking for joint custody.

“We're fighting for the courts to give
us a chance to be equal parents. Every
child should have two competent par-
ents to make decisions. We want to be

This overpass on Middlebelt road between the
Clarenceville High School and junior high was built
years ago to insure that students are protected
from cars while crossing the street. Several stu-
dents who refused to use the overpass and instead
crossed the street on foot have been struck by au-

The safe way

tos. The Clarenceville Board of Education, in en-
couraging pupils to use the overpass, has asked the
Livonia police department to issue tickets to those
who don't use it in crossing Middlebelt. The police
department has promised to cooperate.

more than check-writers. We want a
share in our kid’s lives and we want
what's best for them. You can't leg-
islate responsibility.”

Fireplace
36" E.M.

Reg. $634.95

$43990

U-Build Pocket
Camera Kit
85

Mushroom Growing Kits

support check to the Friend of the Supreme Court.” from 37°5%
Court. ic il hac oo, vall covain i
“The system doesn't care about the  ABOUT 40 percent of the cases in e e, e e o floo, vl vt Steamfzr;gr;ss
needs of the kids. Judges don't listen, OQakland County Circuit Court V?rl?; di- from " 2
and custody is a social issue handled vorce disputes, according to William 3, i
legally by attorneys who have no con- Russow, co-vice president of ERF. 4785070~ Ooun Mos, Thurs, il 100/Tus, Wed 51 106 - Bark Carte Azcctad {gaorgisn?_rfgzngs to make -
: |
. 2 . . 10-5 Mon. - Sat.
MVQH’S TUNE INSON N Arkins Prime Meat Open Sunday 12-5
: TO TRINITRO 3 R — |
: " eTii 'lKv.(ZM?Rnlonelens) Color System, BEEF NDW FOR YOUR » ) H‘IN'GS‘ * '{&‘:\
= +Trinitron {one gui N . > ) y
: «Pushbutton Express Tuning for instant channel [ 31245 West 8 Milo WORLDWIDE CENVER
: :eéscugn:nl Tm ('"""9' mdma:‘e NEW YEAR'S MEAL. at Merriman in Livonia 34781 GRAND RIVER
« Advanced electronic tuner for dur e 476-6240 , 478-8389 ,
performance. Farmlrgle': Im: ° )

Y 64770 . A Public Service of This Newspaper.
SONY Brand New in Cartons ___ 7his Ad FINE GIFTS. & The Advertising Council
30825 Greentfield Rd.
1-750 BETAMAX . G X a m)" LGN &
VIDEO RECORDER CASSETTES | - (Just South of 13 Mite) -, I -
Record for up 103 h ith : y d
., i oshours i e Bon Son A P
s FARMINGTON CENTER
(any quantities) Only *16% BRIGHTON :
b SMILE & NEWBURGH (LIVONIA)

«Triple-Function Remote Control Command:
with up/down channel selection.

«Econoquick energy saving system.

+Impraved phosphor screen.

« Lumisponder light sensing system.

LeVons

— —

RENAISSANCE CENTER

%’ 626-0810 @ 626-0611 :

‘el
’.’;-’.‘ﬁ‘v_ : a 3

HOLIDAY ARTFAR
at the PRINT GALLERY

HAVE YOU HAD
YOURS CLEANED?

45%0F YOUR HEAT BILL CAN
BE CAUSED BY A DIRTY FURNACE

FALL SPECIAL CLEANING 53995
ANCHOR HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Over 60 categorles of fine art posters, origina! prints and 522-3007L
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