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Poinsettias’ steamy history

1 once spent Christmas in San Juan, Puerto Rico. It was 96 de-
grees when 1 arrived, and I wondered how it could ever seem like
Christmas toa Mm}ugander in a place such as that.

But as soon as we started down the streets, there was no mlstak»
ing the season. Poinsettias were everywhere — not the little potted
plants that we have here, but huge bnshes every bit as large as the
lilac bushes in my yard at home.

Some actually reached the second story windews of the houses
there. Every bush was loaded with the bright red, pink, white and
varigated bursts of color that surrounded the tiny golden blossoms
in the center.

“The Poinsettia Manual,” by Paul Ecke, tells us that, although the
poinsettia is now the symbol of Christmas throughout much of our
modern world, it was first grown in Mexico by the Aztec Indians
long before Christianity came to the western hemisphere.

Dr. Joel Poinsett, a rich South Carolinian, first brought the flower
to this country in the 1820s. Later it was named “Poinsettia” in his
honor.

LAT YEAR, more than 25 million poinsettias were sold in the
United States. Many legends have grown up about this beautiful
flower.

One that is very popular in the islands tells of a poor little girl
who wanted to place a gift on the altar for Jesus at Christmas Eve,

but because of her economic situation, she had nothing to give.

An angel heard her crying and told her to gather twigs from the
leafless bushes nearby and take them to the church.

‘The child obeyed, and when she reached the church, she was
amazed to find that the twigs were now in full bloom, and she
carried an armload of beautiful poinsettias to give as her gift to the
Christ child.

Although this flower blooms at Christmas, it is not uncommon for
the blosseming to continue for up to six months.

WITH PROPER care, your Christmas plant may keep from year
to year. Place it where the temperature is between 60-75 degrees F.
at all times. Water it thoroughly, and throw excess water away.

If you want your plant to blossom again next year, it is important
that it have 12 hours of darkness out of every 24 hours. Even turning
a light on in the room can disturb its natural balance, and interfere
with its blossoming.

The best way to avoid this is to obtain a large cardboard box. It
should be considerably larger than the plant itself, so that none of
the leaves will be touched by the sides of the box.

Seal all cracks in the box with masking tape. Turn this box upside
down over the plant early each evening, and remove it each morn-
ing. You must do this faithfully for about 60 days before it will
bloom again.

Tax returns
necessqa ry level allowed.
for indulgent

Santas

Thinking of giving gifts this holiday
season, either of cash or tangible as-
sets? There may be a requirement to
file gift tax returns, according to the
Michigan Association of Certified Pub-
lic Accountants, if the gift exceeds the

A holiday present of up to $3,000 a
year to each of your nieces and
nephews can be made without paying a
federal gift tax. .

If you and your spouse made the
gifts together, this will increase your
tax-free gift to $6,000 for each person.
Depending on your prior gifts, it may
be possible to give more to each person
without incurring a gift tax. When in
doubt, the CPAs say, check with a tax
advisor for more details.

A special provision of the tax law

governs gifts between spouses. Basical-
ly, a substantial amount of cash prop-
erty can be transferred to a husband or
a wife while still avoiding the payment
of estate or gift taxes.

Gift giving can be advantageous to
businesses also, say the Michigan
CPaAs, if companies are careful in their
usage.

When giving clients or customers an
inexpensive novelty or. specialty item,
worth under §4 and with the company
name imprinted on it, it may be taken
as a busingss gift and will not enter
into the annual $25 per donee gift limit.

Holiday greeting cards with the com-
pany imprint are also a tax-deductible
business expense, say the CPAs, as is a
gift of packaged food or drink but enly
if it is to be consumed later.
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PRICES GOOD THRU SAT., JAN. 5

EVERYTHING

CLOTHING AND
EQUIPMENT FOR THE
WHOLE FAMILY

S, POLES, BINDINGS

93”108 124"

DON'TMISS
THE NEW BOUTIQUES
AT SOMERSET MALL

Adler-Schnee/Ann Taylor
Chocolatissimo/Godiva
Linda Dresner/Lingerique
Rainbow Lolipop/Rodier/Paris

Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy '
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Hickey-Freeman

CLOTHES ARE EXCLUSIVE WITH
US IN DETROIT
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designer dress shirts in fine
cotton by Bill Blass and Evan
Picone. Assorted solids and
patterns. Were $25 to $30, now

‘l 799

HATHAWAY DRESS SHIRTS assorted collar styles in
long-sleeve models. Mostly patterns. Were 21.50 to
23.50,N0W «enniieiiin e 13.99
DESIGNER SPORT COATS by Calvin Klein, Christian
Dior, Daks, Oleg Cassini. Were $145 to $270,
now. 119.85-219.85
" DESIGNER SUITS by Kilgour, French & Stanbuty,
Calvin Kiein, Givenchy, Bill Blass, Daks, H. Freeman
& Sons. Were $165 10 $385, now . . . . 129.85-299.85
FAMOUS MAKER DRESS SLACKS by Corbin, Calvin
Klein, H. Freeman & Sons, Evan Picone, Daks. Were
$42t0$80, now .

IMPORTED AND D SWEATERS in
cardigan and pullaver styles. A Targe group. Were
$3010575,R0W +evvvviniiiiianes 19.99-49.99

SPORT SHIRTS in a big collection of woven and knit
fabrics. Were $22.50t0 835, now ..... 15.99-23.99

Somerset Mall

.. 35.85-59.85"

luxurious velour sport shirts by
Hathaway Patch II, in a pullover
model with knit collar and cuffs.
Were 32.50, now

2199

DESIGNER AND FAMOUS MAKER DRESS SHIRTS
in stiipes, solidg, patterns. Assoried collar styles.
Were$22.50t0 830, 0w . ........... 13.99-17.99
VESTED SUITS BY DAKS In British-inspired models.
Luxurious wools in country tweeds, soft flannels,
herringbones, stripes. Were $250 to $295,
MOW 1ottt iieeeieeneans 199.85-234.85
BILL BLASS SPORT COATS in soft-shouldered,
natural-line models. Fine wool fabrics: tick weaves,
muted plaids, herringbones. Were $130 to $140,

OW .ocivseenscnsssnsssccssssnns 99.85-109.85
CHRISTIAN DIOR SUITS elegantly cut in the
European manner, in assorted fine fabrics. Were
$29010 5385, now ...229.85-299.85
SUITS BY H. FREEMAN & SONS in fine woolen fab-
rics. Natural shoulder models in vested and unvested
models. Were $295105375, now ... . 234.85-289.85

Sale ends Jan. 26

THE BOARDROOM

Fairlane Center (inside Hughes & Hatcher)

SFA’s Swiss Watch*
Sale! 35% to 55%
off regular prices.

OPEN SUN. DEC. 30 12-5

* MT. CLEMENS: 1216 S. GRATIOT ¥ mis north ol 16 Mie
« LATHRUP VILLAGE: 28645 SOUTHFIELD south of 12 Mike CLOSED SIHDAY
« LIVORIA/REDFORD: 14218 TELEGRAPH 2 Jeffres Fwy ViSA RASTERCARGE DINERS

EAST : 22301 KELLY RD. betwoen 8 & 9 Mie|
« ANN ARBOR: 3335 WASHTENAW Westo! U S 23
OPSHBALY 109 SATUROAY 10530

AMERICAN EXPRESS
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VINYL

It’s time to replace those energy-
stealing old windows

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

~ wind seat
— pure white
><mgnea lrunos‘ Fatavinyt
lastsa
tifotimo

REGULAR STOCKS
2.and 3 piece suils,
.. in winter
. and'year-| round
wexghls

COMMERCIAL OR RESIDENTIAL
‘* .customsizes...there's a style for
every home, double hung, slider,.or
plcture window.

"NOTHING LASTS FOREVER BUT VINYL TRIES"

WORLDOF WINDOWS, ING.

See our Display by appointment at 41869 JOY ROAD CANTON @ 455-1320

OLE

Heavy Wool
Plie
Weathorstrip custom made
tofitany
Nospring opening
orfoam loaded .
on
cam lfock for
Optional, securs locking
no storm
windows
neoded
SUITS our enties Fall stock Fron g7 98
2pe and vested models — Wools, Blends .
[
SPORTCOATS gjijieck rrom ¢ 4998
elrtight glaze Wools, Corduroys, Biazers, Patterns .
ol .
! eliminates dratts insulating glass SLACKS o 54 498
! : - \naidt Flennsls, Corduroys, Casual of Dress - .
nylls warm A .
Yt Insdoramovable £ |/ QUTERWEAR on s 39
" stickasvinyl siides Altlengths in Sport or Dress-Coat models
#moathty agajnst vinyl
WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL .

SELECTED GROUPS ‘ Reduced to

Dress Shirts, Sport Shirts, 0/ OFF
Sweaters, Ties, Knits - 50%°F

mackenzie’s

SOMERSET MALL « OPEN MON., THURS., FRL TILL'

Total Units Avatable
Detroit & Troy 120

® For ladies—
delicately-elegant
* designs.
* formen—
status watches
with boldly
rugged looks.
* A selection of
stainless steel
status sport watches.
* A limiter number of
\automatic watches.
® Most, in an assortment of
rich leather or supple calfskin straps.
® All, with 17 jewels and precise
Swiss movements.
 Regularly *120 to *200;
now *60 to *130.
 All in Fashion Watch
Collections ~where we are
all the things you are.,

e 7/

Saks Fifth Avsnue, Detroit, Second at Lothrop;
open Monday through Saturday, 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM.
Troy, Somerset-Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge,
- open Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays, 10 AM 109 PM;
. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays, 10 AM to 6 PM; Sunday!. Noon to 5 PM.




