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By LETHA D. WILLIAMS

Trapped in a stagnant Thailand
resettlement camp last year, the Qum
family didn't care about Christmas.

But this year they’re in America.
And they've decked their Pontiac
Township halls with Christian tradition

bodia.
Sponsored by St. John's Lutheran
Chureh in Rochester, the Oums arrived
in Detroit on June 28, 1979. There were
seven of them, plus a cousin, Saven
Tieng.
Members of St. John's

and memories of their beloved home:

OUM BAD been a government offi-
cial before Pnompenh fell. And govern-
‘ment officials, even clerical people like
Oum, were usually the first to be exe-
cuted.

- Before the Oums left their home, the

took all their i
Even their photographs and shoes were
confiscated. .

For three years the Oums led a no-
madic-type life. They wandered from
village to village, through all kinds of
terrain, until they were sent to_the-
Thalland resettlement camp.

Meanwhile, St. John's Lutheran

committee met the Oums at Detroit's
Metropolitan Airport. The parents,
Mony and Vanna, were supporting
th d two

Church’s 'Was app
by Lutheran Immigration Services. The
congregation was asked to sponsor a
Cambodian family.

C :

The boys are Sereyruth, Dara Rasey
and Reaksemey Chivi. The girls are
and

members afreed and,
thinking they had several months to
prepare, established a resettlement

Y-

All were ill when they arrived in
America. Doctors who examined them
told St. John's committee members the
family was suffering from malnutri-
tion. But that wasn't unusual.

In 1975, Oum took his- family and
fled their Pnompenh home. The city
had fallen to communists, and Cum'’s
life was in danger.

“If he stay in Cambodia, he die,”

“He (the communists) kill me,” Qum
added.  «

However, in only a few
weeks they learned the family had to.
leave Thailand immediately or be sent
back to Cambodia.

Preparations were escalated. The
formier Lutheran Center building on
Pontiac'Road was rented to house the
QOums, and donations to furnish it were
collected. . .

Arrangeménts. were also made to
house the Qums’ cousin. He lives in Ut~
with members of St, John's congre-
gation, and works at Avondale Conva--
lescent Home in Avon Township. -

Cambodian clan celebrates
holidays in their new home

SINCE THE family’s’ arrival in:
America, Oum has been working at
Openings, a Pontiac Township door ’
company. ;

Their four school-age children attend -
classes at St. John's Lutheran School. |
Oum and his wife also study English,
two nights a week. .

They have slowly adapted to Ameri-
can life. Members of St. John's congre-
gation help the Oums by providing "
transportation and explanations of
American traditions. .

Their Christmas tree, donated by
members of St. John’s, stands lighted in
the dining room corner. On the wall
next to the tree is a map and flag of
Cambodia.

Oum said Christmas is not new to!
him or his family. They attended many ;
holiday parties at the French embassy -
in Cambodia before the communists.
took power. .

He said he is still Buddist, but doesn't :
complain about the Lutheran church.
services he attends with his family.
each week.

“Christian help me much,” Oum said. -

‘The Qums will have Christmas pre-.
sents this year. A basket, provided by
Rochester’s Neighborhood House, will
be delivered, filled with enough food
and gifts for each family member.

“I like Christmas,” Oum said, his
eyes flashing as he and Mrs. Oum pre-.
pared to attend a holiday office party. .

obituaries

DELBERT S, ADAMS

Delbert S. Adams, 64, of Farmington
died Dec. 18 at Botsford General Hospi-
tal.

Mr. Adams was a mechanical engi-
neer for the Coquillard & Associates
Co. and a member of Qur Lady of Sor-
rows church.

Surviving are his wife, Susan R,; son
Dennis; daughter Mrs. Kenneth (Karen)
Smith; brothers Guy and Jack; sister
Mrs. Eliza Morgan; and five grandchil-
dren,

‘The scripture was read Thursday
evening at the Heeney Sundquist Fu-
neral Home of Farmington. A funeral
Tnass was said Friday, Dec. 21 at Qur
Lady of Sorrows Church with the Rev.
Kean Cronin officiating.

. ; Burial was in Glen Eden Cemetery in

“Livonia.

Lucille B. Berryman, 64, of Farm-
‘ington Hills died Dec. 18 at Grace Hos-
pital Northwest in Detroit.

A homemaker, Mrs. Berryman was
an area resident for 20 years.

She is survived by her husband, Ches-
ter; daughter Pamela Sue; son Douglas
Allen; sisters Evelyn Akroyd, Alice
Reid, Doris Simpson, Marie Buttorf
and Ruth Klotz; brothers William and
Richard Pankratz; and three grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were held Friday,
Dec. 21 at Thayer Rock Funeral Home
with Dr. Harold C. Vernon of Trumble
Ave. Presbyterian Church officiating.
Burial was {n White Chapel Cemetery.

MARIE E. BRUNETTE

Marie E. Brunette, 76, of Farming-
ton died Dec. 20 at Botsford General
Hospital, .

Mrs. Brunette was a homemaker and
a resident of Farmington for 41 years,
She was born in New York Mills, Min-
nesota.

Surviving are her husband, Fred;
daughters Mrs. Jack (Carmen) Miner,
Mrs. Jack (Carole) Haller and Mrs. Bill
{Julie) Goers; daughter-in-law Mrs.
Bobble Brunette; sister Mrs. Ida Koria;
brothers Walter Hoppe and John
-Haapoja; 20 grandchildren, and 19
.great- grandchildren. -
:-. Fuperal services were held Saturday
-from Thayer Rock Funeral Home and
Our Lady of Sorrows Church. Burial
“was in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.

VIOLET BELLE FREELAND
i Violet Belle Freeland, 60, of Farm-

ington Hills died Dec. 18 at Botsford
General Hospital.

Mrs. Freeland was a homemaker
and a nursing aide at the Farmington
Nursing Home.

Surviving are two brothers Robert
and Leron Glime.

Funeral services were held Thurs-
day, Dec. 20 from the Thayer Rock Fu-
neral Home with the Rev. J. Kenneth .
Hoffmaster officiating.

Burial was in Grand Lawn Ceme-
tery.

BENNIE HUNKELE .

Bennie Hunkele, 76, of Tuscon, Ari-
2zona died Dec. 13 In Arizona.

A former resident of Farmington,
Mr. Hunkele was retired.

Surviving are his wife, Elizabeth;
daughters Mrs, Charles (Mary) Denzig,
Mrs, Cletus (Sally) Gonyea and Virginia
Hunkele; brothers Leo, Jobn and Jo-
seph; ‘seven- grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren. . o

Funeral services were held Thurs-
day, Dec. 18 from the Thayer Rock Fu-
peral Home and St. Gerald's Catholic
Church. Burial was in Holy Scpulchre
Cemetery. .

- FRANK JOSEPH KOCH

Frank Joseph Koch, 63, died Dec. 14
at Botsford General Hospital.

A resident of Farmington Hilis, Mr.
Koch was the founder of Koch Metal
Products. He designed mobile home
doors, window enclosures and utility
tub stands.

Suriving are his wife, Orena; daugh-
ter Mrs. Dan (Sharon) Duquet; son Rob-
ert; sisters Katy Berford and Eva Rif-
fenburg; and six grandchildren,

A funeral mass was said Dec. 18 at
St. Gerald's Church with the Rev.
Decker officiating. Burial was in Grand
Lawn Cemetery.

GEZA LANG SR.

Geza Lang Sr., 70, of Southfield died
Dee. 137at Redford Community Hospi-
tal.

A native of Hungary, Mr, Lang was
executive chef at the Rale{gh House in
Southfield. He lived in the area many
years. .

Surviving are his wife, Ilma; daugh-
ter the Rev. Zelma M. Lang; dons Geza,
Anthony and Dr. Theodor Lang;. three
sisters; one brother; and five grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were held Monday,
Dec. 17 at the Thayer Rock Funeral
Home and Hope United Methodist
Church. The Rev. G. Charles Sonquist
Jr. officlated.

Burial was in Sonthfield Cemetery.
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WHILE YOU WAIT-

REGISTER NOW
For Beginnars Photography
24-hour Flim Night Deposit

Set 9 6l

SHOES- «MEN
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Put Your Best Foot Forward
to start the New Year! _

Now thru the end of February we at Excallbur
Shoes are offering our_selection of famous
-name brands bf fine quality footwear, winter
bodts, lsather goods, hatsand accessariesat
fanfastic savingst  SAVE UP TO 50%

Bally e French Shiiner @ Freeman
Pieme Cardin ® Acme Dan Post @ Fiye
Bass @ Sebago  Clark'

Orchard Mall « Orchard Lk. N. of Maple
West Bloomfield » 851-5122 « Thurs & Fri 'til 9 « Sun 12-5

29572 Orchard Lake Rd.
Farmington Hills, Mich. 48010
Phone 851-4240
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WE E
7O RENT YOU
THE TIME
OF YOUR LIFE.

Alpine and Nordic.
FOR

THE %ounmr SHOP

Like to try on the fastest-
moving sportin the world? We
canrent you all the equipment
you'lineed...Skis. poles,
bindings, the woras! At a price
thatmay amaze you.

larl &

&ciflng ﬂ)r
the
Wow Yrar!

Lot's
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fagei/zer COE

This year,
bring the interlor
of your home or
office to life by re-designing,
re-coloring and re-furnishing. -
Our professionat LD.S. interlor -
Designers are most anxious to
assist in this exciting endeavor.
Their expertise can sliminate
mistakes and costs nothing.

Let's get together now while our
fioor- sample sale Is on! Budget

$180t0$225

2100

with'pile ining and coltar. Regularly $100

AFTER-CHRISTMAS SALE

DRESS-UP FORNEW YEAii'S EVE IN THE LATEST FASHIONS AND SAVE!

MEN'S SUITS - Select from over 1600 sults in the latest styles of three or
four plece vested models. Choica of woo blends and polyester knits. Reqularly

Allother price ranges are also reduced,

HAGGAR S.LACKS = Our most popular dress slacks in the belt loop and
expand-o-matic walst in sofid colors. Sizes 30 to 42 waist, Regularly $18 &

FUR COLLAR COATS - Netionslly advertised brand with polyester shel

NOW *159*

-NOW *16* -

s Opery: Mon. Tuse Wed.
. SmAca b ; . . NOW *79% .

; Needtogetaway? T FLSB S 120 ° ,lerms.ofcourse: B __BIGNTALL SALE !

- - Call our‘ Observer & T : o sunsspomconsmpcomsmuconso..m No 20% !

~"Eccentric Travel Desk ay nier iors s P e W, o

. - 591-2300Ext. 244 for | ] s

" information about our * Michigaa first Dresel ug,ﬂ.,,e% Store 3 Rer e, teiome

Caribbean ' - 33300 Slocum Drive, Farmington v

- Holiday. . (2blks. S. of Grand River oif Fermington Rd.) & Do oo N "

. . Jliday.  Phone 4767272 Monday. Thursddy Frday tmapm 1o | i | LNCOLNPARK UNCOLNPARK  TAYLOR °!'REDFORD .~ TROY
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