Most dogs|
get ear
infections

pet care

( Vets answer pet questions )

Do you have a quesuon about how fo raise that Christmas puppy?

Or how to take care of an older dog's aging problems?

A group of veterinarians from Oakland County will answer your questions
in their new “Pet Care” column, beginning in today's edition.

Future columns, for example, will deal with books to consult when train-
| ing a dog because many books on the market give conflicting advice.

Another column advises when to give a dog vitamins, the same way
human diets are supplemented.

Will candy really cause a pet to get worms? They have the answer.

Is heartworm really a danger to city pets? A good question.

Coordinating the work will be Dr. Cody Jones, DVM, of Rochester.

‘The most important ingredient will be your questions. The columns will
be based on what readers want to know. *
"I One hint: Your children’s questions might be excellent material for the

column. We will use only initials of writers.
| Send your question to: Pet Care, 2905 Walton, Rochester 48063.
And if your family is owned by a pet, you might make “Pet Care” re-

Since 1974, the Southeastern Michi-
gan Chapter of the American  Red
Cross has sponsored the Save-A-Life
Sunday program in an effort to prevent
a potentially critical blood shortage.

This year the program has been ex-
panded to two days, Save-A-Life, LSun-
day, Dec. 30 and Monday, Dec. 31.

“Our blood centers will be open from
9 am. to 3 pm. on both days,” said
A.W. Shafer, M.D, director, Southeast-
ern Michigan Red Cross Blood Ser-
vices.

“We urge everyone between the ages
of 17 (with parental permission) and 66
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and in general good health to visit their
local blood center, Oak Park Donor
Center, on one of the Save-A-Life days
and make a donation of blood.

Blood donations, said Shafer, are tra-
ditionally reduced during the holiday
season because many industries and
businesses which supply much of the
blood collected for patient needs are
closed during the week between Christ-
mas and New Year's Day.

THE DECREASE in donations, com-
bined with the fact that just after New
Year's Day there is a dramatic in-

crease in elective surgery, could tead
10 a major shortage of blood.

“Our Save-A-Life program has been
successful in the past and has helped
avert a potentially serious problem,”
related Shafer.

The goal this year is to collect 1,000
units of blood each day for patients in
approximately 75 area hospitals in the
five county area which includes Wayne,
Oakland, Macomb, St. Clair and Wash-
tenaw counties.

“Last year,on Save-A-Life Sunday,
the response was excellent. We feel

sure that this year the number of dona-
tions will far exceed previous contribu-
tions as more people respond to the ap-
peal to give a unit of bl-od to help sup-
ply the sick and injured.” said Shafer.

To make an appointment to donate
blood at the Oak Park Donor Center,
call 968-2255. The Detroit Blood Cen-
(er, 100 Mack Avenue, will also be open
both days from 9 am. {o 3 p.m. The
phone number is 833-4440.

“I can't think of a more heartwarm-
ing way to start the new year than with
4 donation of blood, the very gift of
life,” Shafer concluded.

@red reading. Your pet, in his or her own way, will thank you for it.

QUESTION: I heard on one of
« your past TV programs that cocker
spaniels are subject to ear infec-
tions. Well, I heard exactly the same
thing about my poodle — he is sub-
jeet to ear infections because a poo-
dle’s éar canal is so deep, and
fungus can develop there when the
ear gets wet.
Which breed is more subject to
ear infections? Or is all of this a
story?

REPLY: Most breeds of dogs suf-
fer from ear problems. Some
.breeds, such as cocker spaniels and
poodles, are more predisposed than
others. This is because oftheir flop-
_py ears and excessive hair growth in

e ear cansls.

Ear canals in dogs are deeper

an human’s and have a unique “L"
shape which does not allow for prop-
er air circulation and drainage.

. If moisture gets downin the ear

! canal, which might be the case when

- your dog swims a lot, it provides a
warm, moist environment for an in-
fection to start. Bacterial infections
are the most common cause of ear
infections, although ear mites and
fungal infections can also be a

? cause.

: Symptoms of an ear infection are:
a brown waxy discharge, pawing at
one or both ears, a sour odor around
the head, or excessive shaking of the
head. Excessive shaking of the head
sometimes can lead to swollen ears.

Remernber that those breeds with
excessiv hair gtowth in the ear
canals should have their ears
plucked. This is often done by the
groomer when your dog is groomed.

An important point to remember
is to follow the plucking procudure
with ear medication because the ear
canal .has been irritated. This way,
you do now allow an infection to
start.

Trimming around the ear canal
opening is also important in those
floppy, long-haired ears because it
allows for better air circulation and
keeps the ear canal dry.

Gentle and thorough cleansing of
your dog's ears is the best way to
prevent an ear infection. This can be
accomplished by putting a couple of
drops of mineral oil or commercial
ear wash solution into the ear and
removing the waxy debris with a
cotton swab and a cotton ball. Your
veterinarian will be glad to show
you this procedure.

If symptorns of an ear infection
appear, consult your veterinarian,
whose treatment may vary with the
severity and cause of the infection.
In severe infections which fail to re-
spond to medication, your veterinar-
ian may suggest a surgical treat-
ment.

This column is written by a
group of Oakland County veteri-
narians. Send your questions to:
Pet Care, 2905 Walton Blvd., Ro-
chester, Mi. 48063.

Furnace vents investigated

A report offering consumer informa-
tibn on furnace vent dampers is avail-
able from the Better Business Bureau
of Metropolitan Detroit.

1"“With the rising costs of energy, it is
njore important than ever for con-
sgmers to become familiar with this
type of energy conservation device
which is being marketed locally for
résidential heating systems,” said C.
Lane Breidénstein, president of the
Better Business Bureau of Metropoli-
tan Detroit.
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“The addition of a vent damper to
existing equipment (retrofit installa-
tion) may pose certain safety problems,
and homeowners should follow the rec-
ommendations contained in this report
when a retrofit installation is contem-
plated,” added Breidenstein.

For a copy of the vent damper re-
port, send a self-addressed, stamped
envelope to the Better Business Bureau
of Metropolitan Detroit, 150 Michigan
Ave,, Detroit, Mich. 48226. ¢
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149.99, quilted down coat

20% to 25%. off Wool coats |

79

79.99 pea jackets

fake fur jackets

I

Reg. 188.00

The season’s most sought-ofter
Jong coat——a featherlight wonder
puffed with pure down,
snugly hoaded and belted,
in rospberry or feal
polyester-cotton
with nylon lining,
sizes 8 to'16.
Just one from a
selection of sole-priced.
quilfed coofs.

‘Regularly 130.00

Regulorly 130.00 to 230.00

_ Regularly 100.00 -

And more great sale selections

Selected collections; not afl styles in all colors and sizes. -

loid & Ynylor, Foirlane—call 336-3100; Lokeside
~—call 247-:4500; Twelve Oaks—call 348-3400.

R : » . AlLopen lote foniohl .open Sundgy 12 fo 5.

Regular’y 200.00 o 250.00 '

Sale ends. December 3ist.




