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~ Condominium conversion controversy lmgers

By JACKIEKLEIN ,
I As the decade exits, one of the most

controversial and devastating local is-
sues is condominium conversions.
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And as the next decade debuts,
apartment dwellers in growing num-
bers will be waiting for what they fear
is the inevitable death knell to their
rental units.

The concern, especially for older cit-
izens on fixed incomes, is that their
apartment buildings will be converted
to condominiums which they can't af-

THE TASK force 'a pubhc

called United Con-

fact finding hearing in last
week. A parade of senior adults went to
the microphone to talk about their
fears — being in a financlal bind and
living ori their meager assets, believing
their life expectancy is too short to in-
vest in condominium housing and won-
dering where and how they would move

analysis

renters, is that if the bill is passed, it
will be too late for them. Another fear

ford to buy. Many footloose apartment  if their um is that WIU rush to apply for
residents may be able to come up with it C Lillian i to the pro-
the downpayment and the mortgage Jaffe Oaks was at the heanng One of posed legislation.

costs but they don’t ily wantto  her issues was  -LEGISLATORS, however, are hop-

sink their roots in condos.

Politiclans are jumping on the
bandwagon because it's expedient for
them to target on problems plaguing
their constituents. Public officials hope
these constituents will take memories
of these efforts to the voting booth in
the next election.

Condo coversions have sparked Iegzs-
lative campaigns to harness the grow-
ing trend. State Sen. Doug Ross, an Oak
Park Democrat whose district includes
Southfield, Lathrup Village, Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills, is chairman
of a task force studying ways to protect
apartment tenants from the effects of
conversions.

He's joined by state Rep. William
Ryan, a Detroit Democrat, former
speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Rep. Joe Forbes, an Oak
Park Democrat and House Majority
Floor Leader.

Kids enjoy
(Continued from page 1A}

ers this year to be used in the district’s
three high schools.

A math club at Farmington High
purchased its own model. Forest, Eagle
and Middlebelt elementary schools also
have cornputers on order.

“THE BIGGEST problem in intro-
ducing computers into schools is a lack
of plan of use,” Peterman said. “You
can't buy them and let them sit on the
shelf.”

Using a computer- language called

* BASIC (Beginner's All-purpose Symbol-

ic Instruction Code), the students learn
to write programs,

Jan:6 10:30 A.M.
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condominium conversions and what
can be done about them. Her response
from Council President James Collins
was, “We don't want to discourage
home ownership in the city.” Council-
man Philip Peterson said, “We can't in-
terfere with the right of free en-
terprise.” .

* It would take three years for an
owner of rental apartments to win
state approval to convert them to con-
dominiums under a bill recently intro-
duced by Rep. John Bennett, Redford
‘Township Democrat,

Under the measure, approval for the
conversion wouldn't be granted unless *
50 percent or more of the residents of
the apartment project agreed to buy
units.

Bennett drafted another bill which
would require that elderly tenants be
given life leases in any apartment
project converted to condominiums.
The problem, according to many

computers

“They just walk up (to the z:omputeri
and they’re doing it. It blows teachers’
minds, They catch on quickly.”

Peterman said computers could easi-
ly be adapted to any type of learning
sitvation.

With retarded childrer, computers
could help develop motor skills and co-
ordination.  With remedial students,
computers could act as teacher aides,
patiently repeating the same math or
reading lesson until it is learned.

Flﬂ'\’ PROGRAMS are smred on

ing for a grace period because high in-
terest rates have slowed down condom-
inium conversions. The same applies to
would-be apartment developers who
aren't starting new buildings because
of inflated interest rates. Apartment
owners say rental rates can't keep up
with rising costs of operation and high-
er taxes. This makes for a catch 22 sit-
uation. :

Robert M. Meisner, an ) attorney who

An
dominium Owners of Michigan was
founded five years ago to represent the
interests of co-owners, Meisner said. As
general counsel to that association,
Melsner said he has intervened in gas
and electric utility rate cases to benefit
condo co-owners and associations.

The -problem for would-be renters
may not be a lack of available apart-
ments. It's a shortage of apartments in
a desired area at rental rates tenants
are accustomed to paying.

Apartments which were built many -

years ago for about $15,000 a unit are

» Freezing conversions could puf ex-
cessive demands on existing condomi-
nium units, pushing up their prices.

THE APARTMENT Association of
Michigan also lists reasons for not

Among them are that conversions open
up an entire new housing opportunity
at market values lower than those of
sipgle-family homes. The association
also claims that mest condominium
buyers wouldn't normally rent so the
demand for rental housing is reduced
in equal number.
ield’s new and used

now being sold as for
$50,000. Many were built with federal
or state assistance to provide rental
housing. So owners who convert are
going to make big gains while the,
tenants lose.

Opponents of 2 moratorium on

conversions note that th US. Senate
ittee on Housing has made a

represents many associa-
tions and co-owners throughout the
metropolitan area co-drafted (he Ben-
nett bill.

“I'm aware of many protections pro-
vided to consumers under the act such-
as disclosure statements,” he said.
“While there have been many abuses in
the conversion area, it appears that
present conditions will dissuade certain
developers from converting at this
time which may alleviate some prob-
lems”

Farmington

Observer

(USPS 187-840)

Published every Monday and Thursday
by the Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schoolcraft Rd., Livonia,
Michigan 48150. Second-class Postage
paid at Livonia, Michigan 48151.
Address all mait (subscriptions, change
of address, Form 3579) to P.O. Box
2428, Livonia, Michigan 48151, Tele-
phone 591-0500.

HOME DELIVERV SERVICE
Newsstand..... per copy, 25¢

Carrier, monthly, $125

mputer
now. Several more may b be addecL

@ulonial

A l}eautiﬁd'Store with
MICHIGAN’S

America’s most diatinguish

onial House .

PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE DEALER

- 20292 Mldd/ebelt Rd (South of Eight Mie)
OpenMcn Thurs. & Fri, 7'/9PM

Since 1937

Beautiful Furniture

LARGEST

ed traditional furniture

. 474-6900

stady and came to the following con-
clusions:

+ The trend to conversions reflects
the public’s preference for owner-oceu-
pancy.

= There are about 10 million urits in
the rental housing market so conver-
sions tan't drastically affect that mar-
ket.

« Converters make hefty profits but
the biggest gainers are the initial pur-
chasing owners.

um market has been in the upswing as
apartment rentals have continued to
soar. Older condominum units have
doubled and tripled in price since théy

‘were first developed.

“Consumer awareness of the reali-
ties of condominium buying is essential
to assure the future success of the in-
dustry and to protect individival io-
vestments,”
Boothby Jr., president of the Institute
of Real Estate Management.

Professional property managers, he
said, are very aware of the problems
which can arise if condominium buyers
are uninformed or misinformed.

Included in.a free brochure, “Con-
sumer's Guide to Buying a Residential
Condominium,” published' by the insti-
tute is the question “Does the building
have a policy on absentee owners?
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OUR IMPORTED LOUNGER/ROCKER
SALE! 5119 ‘

Reg. to *199

The Imported “Jet” de condor folding rocker reclin~
er. Pure architectural lines plus the correct angle and
shape for complets relaxation. Your choice of Vinelle
or fabric. 27 In stock for Immediate delivery!

Dearborn 23600 Michigan Ave. east of Telegraph 565-3400
Bloomfisld Hilis 4107 Telegraph at Long Lake Rd. 642-8822
Rochaster 1110 S. Rochester Rd. in Winchester Mall 652-3500
Open dally 10-8 Wed. & Sat. 10-6 Use our convenient charge, Visa or Master Charge
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he 6-step procedure munny pon-

elrates daep into the pores of the paint,
removing dirt and grime, cieaning away the
dull fim of oxydation. The fresh, cleen
surface Is then burnished to a deep rich
lustrous glow - brlqmer ‘than even the
inal showroom shine. And
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COMPLETE EXTERIOR
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includes Paint Finish,
Viny! Roof, Chrome,

_ Glass, Tires.
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MID-SIZE 128
FULL-SIZE

X :

DONTMISS
THE NEW BOUTIQUES
AT SOMERSET MALL

Adler-Schnee/Ann Taylor
Chocolatissimo/Codiva
Linda Dresner/Lingerique
Rainbow Lollipop/Rodier/Paris

Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy

Somersat Mall
Troy
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15%, to 50%

ed- tc-measure suits)

Special-Group of Outer. Wear 50% Off
Special Group-of Long Sleeve Dress Shlrts 50% Off
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Ali Sales Final - All Credit Cards Accepted .
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ToAliof You
from :
All of Us \
at

St Clo,
we say

"Happy
New Year" ,

‘ We will be closed Monday, Dec. 31 for inventory.

according to Wallace .



