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Escaping from it all
in the wilds of Wyoming

By IRIS JONES

¥ Mary Kay Turner ever writes a
book about raising a family and run-
ning a dude ranch in Wyoming,
she’ll call it “Please Don't Eat the
Moose Pellets.” For her husband
John, a Wyoming state senator, the

_titlk would more likely be “Eagles
at Dawn on the Snake River.”

Mary Kay and John are part of
the Turner family, which runs the

. Triangle X Ranch in Moose, near
Jackson Hole, Wy. It's a dude ranch
that provided the ‘“Vacation of
1979" for the Alan Hibbert family of
Birmingham, who went west to
rediscover old friends and discov-
ered a new way of life instead.

Hibbert knew Mary Kay when she
‘was Mary Kay Brady of Huntington
‘Woods. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Brady, still live in Troy.
‘When Hibbert took his wife, Nancy,

“and their five children west in Aug-
ust, he found a lifestyle completely
different from the *12-hours-a-day,
'six-days-a-week life of a Detroit
suburb.

“If 1 had stayed there two more
weeks, I would never have come
hack,” Hibbert say:..

The Hibberts discovered daily
horseback riding, floating rafts an
the Snake River, overnight tenting.
The only thing they missed was a
pack trip, traditionally led on the
Triangle X by Mary Kay and John.

Mary Kay met John at Notre
Dame University and moved to Wy-
oming when they married in 1969.

“WHEN 1 WAS growing up in
Michigan, the closest I ever got to a
horse was at the state fair,” Mary
Kay said. “And the farthest west 1
had ever traveled was to South
Bend, Ind.”

Nowadays she wrangles horses,
rafts the white waters.of the Snake
River, and runs a riding program
for children who are guests at the
ranch.

- It wasn't always easy. Two years
‘ago, when her husband was in Chey-
enne on senate business, she and her *
children were snowed in at the
ranch.

“Our oldest son, Tote, broke his
leg, and I had to take him to the hos-
pital by snowmobile,” Mary Kay
said. “We got there all right, but on
the return trip I flipped the snow-
mobile. There, upside down in a .
snow bank , I cried until the tears
froze on my face.

“Later that year, John fell from
the hay loft and broke his leg in sev-
en places. He carried 12 pieces of
metal in his leg for several months.
That was the longest winter of my
life.” .

,THE TURNERS ENJOY life in
Wyoming for much the same reason
that the Hibbert family enjoyed vis-
iting thern there: freedom.

“I believe that the freedom you
find out here in the west is hidden in
everyone’s nature,” Mary Kay says.
* People come here to let that other
side of themselves come out.”

The Triangle X is one of many

dude ranches in the Wyoming moun-
tains. It was staried by John
Turner’s father 55 years ago and is
run now as a family business by
John's mother and brothers. *
- John runs the raft floats on the
Snake River, but what he talks
about, if anybody gives him a
chance, is the bald eagle. If you've
never seen bald eagles rnating over
e’ Snake River, let him tell you
about it:

“The two eagles soar together
high ‘above the valley and suddenly
come together, locking their feet.
With their great wings partially
tucked in, they fall earthward. For
hundreds of feet they rocket down-
ward, plunging and tumbling. Just
as they near the ground they sepa-
rate to swoop upward again with the
alr.currents.”

Ranch guests may be surprised to
discover that thelr raftsman is a
sécond-term state sepator but they
are seldom surprised that he holds a
master’s degree in zoology. He has

Guide to
winter fun

..Now in print is “Winteriun in South-

east Michigan,” a guide that provides

* [nformation o downkill and cross-

chuntry skiing, snowmol , tobogan.
ning and other winter activities.

It describes the latest develspments
2t area ski resorts,.and includes infor-
‘mation about winter facilities open at

" area’parks and public lancs.
... Far a free.copy, write to the South-
east Michigan Travel and Tcurist Asso-

clation, Amerlean Center Building,

Suite 350, Southfield 48034.

- which provide vast architec-

bt

John Turner and son Mark navi-
gate the Snake River.

written a book and several articles
about the bald eagle.

THE TRIANGLE X is a 1,500-
acre ranch set against a_mountain
backdrop near Jackson Hole. The

postal address of the ranch is in
Moose, Wy., a town Alan Hibbert de-
scribes as “one post office, a bar, a
general store with a gas pump, two
teepees and 75 people, 13 of whom
are Turners.”

“There are 250 saddle horses on
the ranch, each bearing the Triangle
X brand high on its right flank.

Three motion pictures have been
filmed on the ranch: ' “Shane,”
“Spencer’'s Mountain” and “Wind
River.” The latter stars Charlton
Heston and will be released in 1980.

The Turners live in a split-log
home with snowshoes, skis and a
collection of old kerosene lanterns
at the outside door and wall-to-wall
western artifacts and wildlife pho-
tos inside.

Mary Kay has never quite accus-
torned herself to the dirt and accu-
mulated junk common to a ranch,
nor to the moose pellets found near-
by, but she is addicted to the free-
dom she finds on a western ranch.

If you would like more informa-
tion about the Trinagle X Ranch,
contact the Turner family at the
ranch in Moose, Wy. For informa-
tion on Wyoming, contact the Wyo-
ming Travel Commission, Inter-
state-25 at Etcheparé Circle, Chey-
enne, Wy. 82002,

-

Mary Kay Turner takes a break from chores on the Triangle to
enjoy the enticingly spacious Wyoming country. (Photos by Alan Hib-
bert) : :

1

)

%% travelv log

m Iris Sanderson Jones

Hithers and yons in 1980

1 spent part of my Christmas vacation surround-
ed by maps and other kinds of source information,
as I planned my 1980 travel schedule. Tt is a good
way to warm up a winter’s night.

My first trip of the year will be to Toledo. The
last trip presently on my calendar is to Poland in
the fall. In between are some definite plans and a
lot of question marks about possible trips to west-
ern Canada and the Yukon, the canals of England,
and closer-to-home places like Virginia, St. Louis,
Arkansas and Louisiana:

As any armechair traveler will tell you, half the ~
fun is in the planning and expectation. If you do that
part of your traveling well,- you can almost skip the
trip.

1 draw a crude annual calendar in colored pencil
on a file folder. It slips into a file cabinet, is ready
to hold information and has the whole year color-
coded at a glance.

Some destinations are marked in pencil so they
can be erased. Others, like Poland, are définitely
planned and firmly marked in red.

ALTHOUGH I WILL not visit Poland for nine,
months, I have started to familiarize myself with
the way it looks on a map, and I've already scanned
a few reference books for general information. You
may know where the mountains are, and where
Warsaw is in relation to places called Silesia and
Pomerania, but I am not that well informed.

*I know how much more fun it is to travel when
you know a little about where you are going. Here is
a potpourri of information that may help you to
plan your travel schedule for 1980. If you can't af-
ford to go, it doesn’t cost a thing to read about it or
to watch movies about other’s travels.

COLLECT THE SCHEDULES for travel films at
the Detroit Institute of Arts, the Birmingham Com- /
munity House and Novi High School. Check your
library for available films. Contact the National
Audio Visual Center at the National Archives in
Washingtor, D.C. for information on the 8,000 films
that it sells and sometimes rents to the public.

Temple Fielding has introduced a new travel ser-
vice to buyers of his travel guide book, “Europe,
1979,” which is sold in local book stores. Inside the
book is a detachable, postpaid postcard to be mailed
back to Fielding; you will receive a personal code

number and a toil-free telephone number by return
mail.

Card-holders are entitled to make up to'52 free
calls a year, not to exceed two calls a week, and ask
any travel-related question. The Fielding staff will .
either answer it immediately or find out for you. :
That resource is a bonanza for any traveler.

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL with an education-
al slant can aiso be explored intelligently with in- -
formation from two organizations: The Council on
International Educational Exchange (CIEE), 205 E.
42nd St., New York. N.Y. 10017; and the American
Institute for Foreigi: Study, (AIFS), 102 Greenwich
Ave,, Greenwich, Conn. 06830. N

CIEE has just announced its summer travel/
study program for a cultural ‘experience co-spon-
sored by the Japan Society Inc. The program takes
place June 30 to July 23, and costs $2,400 from New
York City for travel to Japan plus accommodations,
field trips ete. Contact them for details of this and
other CIEE trips.

AIFS has 100 education programs for students in-
cluding special itineraries to the Soviet Union for
the Moscow Olympic and to the People’s Republic
of China. The four-week Olympic program costs
$2.495 from New York and combines the Soviet Un-
ion with visits to the European cities.

IF YOU ARE MORE interested in the Winter
Olympics at Lake Placid, N.Y., you may want to
know that a new air shuttle service will be offered
from Montreal, Quebec, Canada, during the games.

A De Havilland DASH-7 will fly from Dorval air-
port to Saranac Lake, N.Y. and bus the 11 kilome-
ters (6.8 miles) to Lake Placid for a round-trip fare
of §100. Flight time on the 48-seat plane is 24 min-*
utes, and there are 10 return trips a day.

You also can take a charter bus at $24 for twice
the travel time. As the closest major city to Lake
Placid, Montreal has been officiaily designated a
gateway city to the Olympics. About 600,000 people
are expected to use the city as headquarters furing
the Feb. 13-24 event.

If you would rather grow flowers than shuttle
through snow, Montreal has another event of inter-
est, the 1980 world exposition of flowers, called Les
Floralies Internationales de Montreal. It will be the
largest floral exhibition ever staged in North
America and will run from mid-May to September.

See Montreal’s
museums and
see the world

Montreal has numerous mu-
seums that display not only
the priceless artifacts of the .
regian, but many from across
the country and around the
world.

The Museum of Fine Arts

cal and modern scenes and
people. Located on Queen
Mary Road, the hiontreal Wax
Museum takes you through
ancient Roman catacombs,
past scenes of religious signif-
icance to the history section

on Sherbrooke Street Westisa  which is mostly Canadian and
D! of il art Quebec.
and artifacts. Within its 34 Le Chateau de Ramezay, on

galleries, superb paintings,
sculptures and other objects
represent virtually every civi-
lization. .

Open since 1860, the Muse-
um of Fine Arts started a ma-
jor expansion program in
1973 which was completed in
1976.

From 1844 to 1929, Montre-
al was home to David Ress
McCord, a man of eccentric
habits who dedicated Lis life
to founding a great Canadian
historical collection. These
holdings now form the basis of
the McCord Museum on Sher-
bropke Street West,

cCord commissioned art-
Ist W. H. Bunnett to paint
scenes “destined all too soon
to disappear.” The result was
more than 200 canvases, now
dicplayed isf ‘the museum,

tural records of the streets
and hulldlnss of 18th-century
u

Montreal, Quebec City and  landmarks.

Trols Rivieres, in the province The diversity of Montreal

of Quebec. ‘museums is almost as impres-
The McCord costums col-  sive as the collections within.

lection, started in 1957, lsthé ~ The Museum of Contempo-

only one of its kind In Quebec ~rary Art displays modern

and one of few in Cannda; the  offerings, Maison Salnt-Gabri-

decorbtive arts.'section in-
cludes vroodearving, furnl-
ture, * wrought iron, china,
glass, ceramics and silver; '
and a large group of photo-
graphs, dating back to 1856,
iirms e pictorial of Canzda

has

Notre-Dame Street East in
Old Montreal, is a beautiful
old edifice housing early Que-
bec furnishings, engravings
and coin collections. It was
built in 1705 as a private resi-
dence, but over the years has
served as everything from
headquarters for English and
American troops to a court,
house, teachers college and
part of Laval University.

Also in Old Montreal, the
splendid Notre-Dame Church
contains little museum of
vestments, books, coins and
religous art objects. The
churcl itself attracts most
visitors. Built in 1829 and ac-
commodating up to 5,000
worshippers, the magnificent
main altar, marvelous art lin-
ing the walls, wopdcarving
throughout the structure and
chimes that weigh up to
24,700 pounds, make it one of
Montreal's most interesting

el, a heritage house built in
1668, containe antique furn-
Ishings, and the Royal Canadi-
2n Mounted Police Museum
mementses of the force’s
past.. t
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Time to Go
Caribbean
Caribbean Cruise
St. Thomas

8t Croix
San Juan

Call our Travel Desk at 591-2300

Clip and Mail to the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers Travel Desk,
36251 Schoolcraff Livonia, MI 48150

Ext. 244.
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