Monday, January 7, 1980

(F)7A

Preserving Civil War sites important to heritage

Tinkeringround.

Old Baldy’s head took a return trip
to the taxidermist’s recently.

0ld Baldy’s noggin and the rest of his
body haven't seen each other since they
parted ways shortly after the Civil
War, That's when Union troops first
had the horse’s head stuffed and
mounted in tribute to his rider, Gen.
George Meade.

Meade (1815-72) is credited with re-
pulsing Robert E. Lee's Confederate
forces during the Battle of Gettysburg
July 1-4 1863, He also fought at the sec-
ond bactle of Manassas (Bull Run.)

Both battles became better known
than Meade, yet it's ironic that Old Bal-
dy's head has fared better than the
ground on which men from both sides
of the Civil War fought and died.

Baldy was spruced up recently in
tribute to Mead. But Gettysburg and

Manassas face 20th century urban
blight from the likes of tourist trap

Other counties around Prince Wil-
liam, in w_hich Manassas is located,

lling gaudy little knick-knack:
which only compliment an attic's de-
cor.

“ Manassas is in the middle of a con-
troversy over enlarging its historical
park area. hat bit of local and legisla-
tive discontent started when the Marri-
ot Corp. decided it wanted to erect a
historical theme amusement park next
door to the Battle of Bull Run.

THIS WOULD GIVE VISITORS the
opportunity to walk through and al-
most play in an honest to gosh Civil
‘War battlefield. The advent of the park
plans signaled to Prince William Coun-
ty administrators that the land around
the battlefield could draw some pretty
tax dollars in the county’s coffers.

have a building boom and
a corresponding increase in their tax
b:

ase.

Prince William officials figure that
the best land in the neighboring coun-
ties has been gobbled up by developers
and they're next to benefit from the
building boom.

But citizens such as members of the
Civil War Round Table in the area are
working to burst that administrative
bubble. Where officials see dollar signs,
they see a histpric area overrun with
tourist joints and candy wrappers.

They're working to have the National
Park Service take over more of the
land in the Manassas battlefield area.

# Not all of the battlefield is part of the
national park. While Marriott's plans

Condo or co-op difference
important to consumers

stock ipina which

Of every seven new one
is either a cooperative or a condomini-
um.

In an age where slang and shortened
words are in frequent use, it is easy to
be confused with the meanings of these
two types of permanent housing, ac-
cording to the Michigan Association of
Certified Public Accountants.

One of the fundamental differences
between the two is that in a “condo”
individuals take title to their units
while in 2 “co-op” an individual has

owns and runs the building.

The co-0p” person has the right of
occupancy to a specific unit.

Condominiums are treated like a
separate parcel of real estate, sepa-
rately taxed and assessed. In a cooper-
ative, an individual pays his or her
share of taxes on the project in a
monthly carrying charge.

This meaus any charge not paid by
one co-op owner must eventually be
paid by the others.

Winter classes graduate

Eastern Michigan University
conferred degrees upon 1,067 students
during its recent winter commence-
ment. About 737 seniors received bach-
elor’s degrees and about 330 graduate
students received advanced degrees.

These Farmington Hills students are
among those graduated: Craig Gordon

Engel, with a bachelor of science;
Grancie Ann Frank with 2 bachelors of
science; Michael William HArt with a
bachelors of science; Nancy Jean
Koretz with a bachelors of science; Kay
Marie LaFleur with a bachelors of sci-
ence and Gretchen Ann Scharfenberg
with a bachelors of fine arts.

Voting privileges also differ. Usually
in a condo, an individual owner’s vote
in managing the financial or other af-
fairs of the complex is proportionate to
the size of his or her unit.

In a co-op each individual has one
vote, regardless of the unit’s size.

In most cases, a condorinium owner
can sell his apartment more freely
than the owner of a cooperative apart-
ment, who must have the purchaser ap-
proved by the board of directors.

Also, say the CPA's, under the mort-
gage that blankels an entire co-op com-,
plex, a prospective buyer sometimes
must have cash to assume the seller’s
share of unpaid debt. This is opposed to
the would-be condo buyer who can
more easily get a mortgage to finance
his or her purchase.

An important distinction to know be-
tween owning a condominium apart-
ment and owning a shoare in a co-0p, is
if the other condo owners default or if
the entire complex fails, the individual
isn't held responsible.

aren’t being criticized history buffs are
dreading the thought of what the park
might bring in the way of neighboring
business. ~

They are hoping that the bill pro-
posed by Sen. Herb Harris to take over
another 1,715 acres for the park will
someday pass both the Senate and the
House and become law.

FOR A WHILE it looked like a slim
chance. While Harris’ bill passed the
House of Representatives five times, it
failed miserably in the Senate through
the efforts of Virginia's own Sen: Wil-
liam Scott. Scott has been replaced by
Sen. John Warner, who has his own bill
to propose.

Warner wants the National Park Ser-
vice to add 700 acres to the 3,000 acre
park. That way the locals get a chance
to cash in own their historical spot and
the history buffs get their land.

Warner, it should be noted, is known
in the North for being the national
chairman of the Bicentennial Commit-
tee in 1976 and for marrying Elizabeth
Taylor..

There are some history buffs who
figure that Warner should have quit
while he was ahead and spent his time
as Mr. Taylor.

They're fighting to get the Harris
proposal passed. To do that they must
first insure that the Senate take a look
at Warner’s bill. After all, a colleague’s
bill deserves first crack.

After that, they hope that the na-
tion's officials see the light and vote for
the larger Harris bill. This way they're
s sure that the entire battlefield will
become a monument.

Meanwhile, the Prince William
County officials are fuming over the
loss of the tax dollar.

BUT HISTORY BUFFS have an an-
swer to the argument that the site will
take away money from the county’s
coffers.

to an application for Special Approval (SA 104-12-79), which requests approval for a
brake, shock absorber, and muffler installation shop in a B-3, General Business Dis-
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outdoor storage of construction equipment in a LI-1, Light Industrial District. The
praperty involved is located at 20755 Hugo Street in Section 34 of the City of Farm-

“It won't cut them out of any money
they have right now,” said Jerry L.
Russell, editor of the Civil War Round
Table Digest, a publication which has
strenously backed the Harris bill.

“It would be as if I said that I'm los-
ing money because you won't let me
put 2n oil well in my front yard,”
argues Russell.

Russell and others who support en-
larging the park are hoping to avoid
having a part of history be mowed over
by modern civilization.:

They've had minor success at Manas-
sas. Marriott has shelved plans for the
park because it was running into prob-
lems getting watgr and sewer lines into
the area. Citizens were lobbying
against action which would have given
the park water and sanitation.

Tn other areas of the country, Civil
War batlefields haven't fared well. All
that's left of the area in which the Bat-
tle of Nashville, Tenn. was fought is

by LOUISE OKRUTSKY.

dos for all I care.

But important sites, such as Manas-
sas ought to be preserved. I'd hate for
my grandchildren to visualize Ameri-
can history from the only sources left
— the old movie vault at MGM.

MSU grads

fall class

Michigan State University recently
graduated 1,700 students during its fall
commencement exercise. The gradu-
ates include 1,132 bachelor’s degrees,
411 master’s degrees, 129 doctoral de-
grees, one doctor of education, five ed-
ucational specialists, one diploma for
advanced graduate study, two doctors
of osteopathy and 19 doctors of medi-
cine.

contained in an badly poor-
1y marked area amounting to about one
square block. .

SAVING THINGS has become more
accepted these days. Organizations will

Farmi in the group
include: Sharon E. Douglas, who
received a bachelor's in accounting and
Joanna B. Randolph who earned a
bachelor's in French.

try saving seals from hunters, trees
from lumberjacks and papermitls. But
seals and trees are pretty. They don’t
have the reputation history has for
being boring. And battlefields are any-
thing but happy cheerful pretty spots.

But as the old saw goes, history is
where we come from. And we ought to
be able to know what has shaped us as
a nation before we take those steps into
the future . We seem to have lost our
sense of being one unit going some-
where. We're all EST graduates trying
to define our own space, instead.

I'm not arguing we save everything.
Some of those places George Washing-
ton slept could be swallowed up by con-

F Hills include:
Karl A. Braun with a bachelor's in ho-
tel and restaurant management; Bar-
bara C. Bunday with a bachelor's in
personnel administration; Mary A.
Daly with a bachelor’s in advertising;
Christa Grix, with high honors, a
bachelor's of music in applied music
and music therapy; Bonnie L. Kern
with a bachelor’s in urban planning;
Carola A. Lassila with a bachelor’s in
medical technology; Patrice M. Lilly
with a bachelor’s of science in physiolo-
gy; Connie B. Meyer, with honors, a
bachelors in criminal justice; Douglas
Updike, a bachelor’s in packaging and
Susan L. Weitz a bachelor’s in humani-
ties —- prelaw.

Expert remodeling of your kitchen or bath can provide
‘more efficient and convenient use of your existing room.
Additions @ Patio Decks @ Complete Design Service

Kitchens
and. Baths

are nicest when
arranged for your
convenience

ington Hills. )
“The applicant in this matter is Dennis M, Staley, who seeks this approval in order
to bring his existing outdoor storage of construction of equipment into conformance
with the zoning ordinance.
Any person who is interested is invited to participate
Special Approval request. The application for Special Approval and the zoning text

Southwest coner of Grand River Avenue and Middlebelt Road.

‘The applicant in this matter is Mr. John A. Allen, Architect, an behalf of Messrs.
Phil Charlet and Al Charlet, who seek this approval in order to use a vacated gas
station, plus an addition, as a brake, shock abscrber, and muffler installation shop.

‘Any ‘person who is interested is invited to participate in the discussion of the
Special Approval request. The application for Special Approval and the zoning text
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