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Prepaid legal plans called wave of the future

By SHIRLEE IDEN

Two things no one can avoid are
death and taxes.

If so, avoiding the legal professional
comes in a close third.

Since taxes become increasingly

.complex, and dying without a will can

be a costly error, more people than
ever are requiring the services of an
attorney.

According to Don Lightfoot, presi-
dent of Guardian Legal Services of Bir-
mingham, there is a gonsumer trend

.toward group prepaid legal programs

around the country and in Michigan.

In 1971, the Supreme Court struck
down the last bar association rules in-
hibiting the formation of prepaid legal
plans. Since then, the number of per-
sons covered has grown from virtually
none to more than two million, accord-
ing to the Newhouse News Service.

Last year. a prepaid legal service
plan began operating for 140,000
Chrysler Corporation workers and re-
tirees and prepaid legal service was a
demand in recent automotive negotia-
tions.

“Nationwide. prepaid legal service is
no longer coming — it's here,” said
Lawrence Wood, president of the
American Prepaid Legal Services In-
stitute. The group was formed by the
American Bar Association as a clear-

. inghouse for information.

“ torney.”

SOUTHFIELD attorney Dennis Nys-
trom, a Southfield attorney who has
represented insurance companies and
railroads among others, says that up to
now people waited for trouble to hap-
pen before obtaining legal help.

“Bul it's important to know your at-
he said.

“Every individual should have a will,
everyone pays taxes each year, and
participating in 2 real estate transac-
tion has become nearly as inevitable as
death and taxes.

“My parents lived in the home I
grew up in for 28 years, but that's unu-
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sual. Today we have a mobile society.
Almost everyone will buy or sell a
home and need an attorney eventual-

Nystrom and his firm, Jenkins, Nys-
trom, Sterlacchi, plans to. work with
Guardian Legal Services to provide
year-round legal services to groups and
individuals.

“The prepaid legal plans are coming
very fast,” he said. “With a prepaid
program people know they can call an
attorney before making vital decisions
and not waiting until they're in trou-
ble.”

Nystrom said that in the past many
such plans have failed. Most of them,
he added, were quick answer approach-
es that more often than not only used
the telephone.

“WE PLAN a more

homemaker, and has three children,
Lauri, 18, a freshman at American Uni-
versity in Washington D.C., Yvonne, 1§,
and Donnie, 9. They live in Troy.

For Dennis Nystrom, excitement
about the legal profession has never
waned.

“I have a varied practice and have
loved my worked and being involved in
political campaigns,” he said.

His campaigning expertise comes
from working in the first senatorial
campaign for Robert Griffin in 1966
and his re-election bid in 1972,

lieve in the quick answer type of prac-
tice but in maintaining the highest
standards of the profession.”

NYSTROM set his personal stand-
ards as an attorney as a youngster. In
the eighth grade in Cadiliac he decided
he wanted to be a lawyer.

“1 had a close relative who was a
judge and T guess he was my role mod-
el,” he said. “I made up my mind and

~never changed it.”

He graduated from the Detroit Col-
lege of Law in 1967, spent his first year
in practice with a small Detroit firm
and then went out on his own.

Today he is the city attorney for
Romulus and has achieved prominence
both legally and politically. The firm
has 17 allorneys, including one woman.
They maintain an office in Southfield

“I WAS an advance man with George
Romney's presidential campaign in
1968,” Nystrom said. “His trouble now
is so reminiscent of his problems then.
But he will speak out and take a stand
rather than be timid and stand pat.”

approach with our scmcr people doing
the initial interviews,” he said. “We
don't feel it would be fair to put rookie
lawyers on those interviews.”

Nqum said having prepaid legal
services is like having a personal fami-
ly attorney on retainer.

“That’s something only the wealthy
and corporations had previously,” he
said.

Participants in the prepaid legal ser-
vices offered by Nystrom's office will
pay or have paid for them $65 dollars a
year or $1.25 per week.

“Starling off they will get two free
hours of legal advice worth more than
$100, so they're ahead of the game at
the outset,” Nystrom said.

Theoretically, that client could get
the legal advice needed to complete his
will and an uncomplicated no-fault di-
vorce.

“Divorce, child custody and support
are the high incidence legal situations
along with real estate,” he said.

Nystrom said the firm plans an an-
nual tax service which would also work
efficiently into a prepaid plan.

“You don't solve problems with glib
answers,” Nystrom said. “We don't be-
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. and another in

DC. Nystrom said the prepaid legal in-
Nystrom is mzmsd to Carol, a

volvement began three years ago for

‘With a prepaid legal plan, people know they
can call an attorney before making vital deci-
sions and not waiting until they’re in trouble.’

— Dennis Nystrom .

the firm after the State Bar encour-
aged “open panel” arrangements
where a person can get their service
from any attorney. *

“We first started the program with
the Wayne County Deputy Sheriffs,
whom we represented at that time,” he
said.

One of the key ingredients i in the law-
yer-client relationship must bé confi-
dence, Nystrom says.

Musicale presents winter trilogy

Three musicians from the ranks of
the Blrmmgham Musicale will be fea-
tured in the Jan. 10 program at The
Community House for musicale mem-
bers and guests.

Grace Herta, violin, will play Bee-
thoven’s Romance, Op 50 and
Wieniawski's Legend, Op. 17, accompa-
nied by Margaret Jean Elms, piano.

Mrs. Herta is a graduate of the Cin-
cinnati College-Conservatory of Music.
She will be playing a new violin made
by William Slaby of Royal Oak.

Mrs. Elms will also ar-  The i Musicale of the
ilyn Winegardner, soprano, in her pres-, Michigan and National Federation of
entation of “Piangero la sorte mia” . Music Clubs dedicaies this program to
{Giulio Cesare), Handel, “Der! Founders Day. Speaker for the day will
Gartner,” Wolf; “Le Colibri,” Chausson; | "be Mrs. Robert R. Bockemuehl, South-
“silent Noon,” Vaughn Williams; and east District president. For informa-

“A Partridge in a Pear Tree,” Pink-
ham. This is Mrs. Winegardner’s first
appearance with the Birmingham Mus-
icale. She has appeared with the Buffa-
1o Civic Orchestra and in University of
Buffalo opera productions.

Marian Siatezynski, pianist, will per-
form “Jeux d'Eau” and “Miroirs” by
Ravel. Ms. Siatezynski is a graduate of

the University of Detroit and studies
with Lucy Braun of Troy.

tion, call Mrs. Richard C. Royal, 642-
1720.

Cologne caper

An evening that smells — the fra-
grance of this great deal is quickly for-
gotten after the mark gets a real whiff
of the rip-off that has just been pulled
on him.

This “sting” normally takes place at
factory gates or in shopping center
parking lots or malls, and the victims,
in this brief drama, are usually men
who have been convinced by the con
man that they are buying expenswe
well-known perfumes for wives or
sweethearts at prices far belnw retail
rates.

“People just don't tell the whole sto-
ry when they lack confidence. Knowing
who they’re dealing with is vital.”

Lightfoot pointed out that 70 pemem;
of Americans have never seen an attor-
ney. It's that 70 percent that the new.
legal services are after.

“We can save people large amounts
of money on hourly rates and can felp
them solve prublems before they hap-
pen.” Nystrom said.

Etudents show art

udent’s Choice,” an
exhibition of art and de-
sign, is on display Mon-
day-Thursday, 9 am. to
9:30 p.m., Friday and Sat-
urday, 9 am. to 4 pm,
Jan. 14-25, at the Center
for Creative Studies
(CCS)-College of Art and
Design, in the Yamasaki
main floor gallery.

CCS is located at 245 E.
Kirby, near the Detroit
Institute of Arts, in De-
troit’s University-Cultur-
al Center. Call 872-3118
for further information.
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BBQ RIBS

FOR THE PRICE OF A DINNER!

SAVE $3.

INCLUDES COLE SLAW, COTTAGE

FRIES & GARLIC BREAD
ENTERTAINVENT WED-SAT
Now Appearing “DREAMER”

FOOD AND COCKTAILS
29505 W, 9 Mile Rd,

Farmington Hills, M| 48024 ASTLAND MALL
(313) 4744650 5 MIIG atKelly Rd,
\_ DAILY 11AM.-2 AM,; SAT. &SUN.4P.M-2 AM. J NORTHWOOD CENTER

13 Mils at Woodward

Saint Joseph Edition Of The
New AMERICAN BIBLE

Many Other Styles Available

McDevitt

«Deluxe Padded

« White Cover

*Gold Edges

« Family Record
Section

« lliustrated

»Large Easy-To- )
Read Typeface

*Qver 30 Maps

«Qver 70 Photo-
graphs
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HEII SOFT WAIEH

- THE CAREFREE WAY!

And when you do, yaul discover tat
softer, youl

REYNOLDS
WATER CONDITIONING CO.
Michigan's oldest water condiioning compony

CALLTOLL FREE 1-800-572-8575
Serving oug acea unce 1931
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* On new cars. Up to
2 years on used cars.

PAINT
PROTECTION

FROM THE WORLD’S LARGEST RUSTPROOFER

hee step procedure actually pen-

cxmes deep into the pores of the paint,
removing dirt and grime. cleaning away the
dull fim of oxydation. The lresh, clean
surface 15 then burnished 1o a deep rich
lusteous glow - brighter than even the
‘origina) showsoom shine. Ang

seals it with a super—

hard. crystai clear

protective plating

that_lasts almost

indefinitely.

OMPLETE EXTERIOR
GLAZING TREATMENT,
Includes Paint Finish,
Viny! Roof, Chrome,
Glass, Tires.
SMALL CARS
MID-SIZE
FULL-SIZE 139
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31168 W. 8 MILE
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