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Doubling up

Roommates learn sharing

can ease the budget bite

By SHIRLEE IDEN

1f today’s cost of living is getting you
down. the way out may be to live rent
free every other month.
. A Southfield firm, Home-Mate Spe-
cialists, has come up with-a service to
do just that.

Run by Nancy Weingarden and Doro-

. thy Cohn, Home-Mate Specialists finds

roommates for people wanting to share
expenses to save costs or share a home
for other considerations.

“When two people split rent and util-
ities. it’s as though they were getting
every other month's expenses free,”
said Ms. Cohn.

With the current social climiate of
many divorces and postponed marriag-
es, many singles are are finding this a
useful service.

Both Ms. Weingarden and Ms. Cohn
are divorcees with children. They have
gone through dislocation and the sud-
den trauma of the mortgage bill and
other financial readjustments.

“TI've known many people who had
problems and had to take in roomers
just to meet expenses,” Ms. Weingar-
den said. “I worked for a service that
helped people find someone to share
housing. but it wasn't exactly like our
service."”

ABOUT a year ago, the two women
decided to begin their company. They
took several months to research simi-
lar firms in other cities and opened
their office in May.

They also attended a course in how
to operate a small business at Oakland
Community College. Both found an-
swers to many questions during class
sessions.

“Since we opened. it’s been like a
snowball, just fantastie,” Ms. Cohn
said. “People simply find that sharing
living quarters is the one single way
they can meet their budgets.”

Clients inciude newly divorced per-
sons of both sexes who have toset up a
new homestead or field the expenses
alone, persons age 18 to 90 and many
professional people.

“QOften a divorced man will prefer to
move in with someone who already has
a place in order to ease rent payments
and the expense of furniture,” Ms. Cohn
said.

Other singles may not want to skimp
on vacations or recreational equipment
and prefer to bunk in with someone.

“There's just a multitude of people
who need this help,” Ms. Weingarden
said.

“One client offered free rent so that
someone would be there to take his
show dog out for walks. Sometimes a

i d person wants i
ship more than the extra funds.

«“We've had people seeking personal
care in return for reduced rent.”
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OFTEN, when rent goes up or an
apartment mate moves out, a person
tends to take in a friend to share living
expenses.

“That can be a mistake,” Ms. Wein-
garden said. “If it doesn't work out or
the friend doesn't pay his share of the
rent, it’s difficult to kick out a friend.

“It’s better to make the arrangement
a business transaction. Then if it
doesn't work out, you can terminate
living together without losing a friend.”

Advertising in the newspaper is also
not the best way to find a living part-
ner, explained Ms. Cohn.

“People tend to rush into something,
not check references or employment
carefully enough and end up with an
undesirable,” she said.

“Also even if your ad specifies
female or male only, clients tell us they
get many crank and obscene phone
calls from newspaper advertising.”

The two women said they screen
their clients very carefully.

“No ors is referred out until we con-
duct a personal interview, check their
references and verify employment,”
Ms. Cohn said.

“We need to know whether some-
one’s straight or gay, the range of rent
they can pay, and whether they smoke
or drink. If there's something we think
doesn't check out, we won't accept the
money or the application.”

HOME-MATE Specialists charges
$40 for their complete fee. This entitles
the client to one year of service. If the
person needs to move or an arrange-
ment doesn't work out, the file is re-
opened and a new roommate found.

The fee may go up after the first of
the year.

“We specialize in getting the people
together,” Ms. Cohn said. “We ask if
they have a preference as to age, sex or
race, but we'll pair up anyone we think
will be compatible.” .

Some men prefer to room with a
female because a male might expect
him to party, Ms. Weingarden ex-
plained.

«“And we've had females who wanted

a male homemate because when she
lived with a woman, her clothes were
also being borrowed.”

Others may not want to room with
another woman who may steal her
dates. Often the two get requests for
free rent for mature women.

“The homeowners just want someone
in the home at night more than addi-
tional income,” Ms. Weingarden said.

An important aspect of their busi-
ness is helping major corporations to
find housing for transferred or in-train-
ing employees. This includes tempo-
rary placement.

MS. COHN has three children Barry
14, Eddie 12 and Carrie 8. She previ-
ously werked for an importer and then
in sales.
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| Join Ray Interiors in launching a new year of beautiful living with our
storewide sale of all furniture, carpeting, accessories, and drapery and
upholstery from our custom workrooms. Shown above is an exemplary
environment selected from the Heritage Distinctive Upholstery collec-
tion complemented by occasional pieces from the Heritage “Dynasty”
collection of classic Oriental design. .
Book Tale .... Reg. $459 Sale $367

Sofa ....... Reg. $1520 Sale $1216
Loveseat .....Reg. $1200 Sale $6960 Sofa Table . Reg. $579 Sale $463
| Reg. $561 Sale $449 Bar Unit.... Reg. $1259 Sate $1007
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0% OFF

REGULAR TICKET PRICE

ALL FALL & WINTER MERCHANDISE

«LIVONIA ¢
PLAZA
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Shelf Unit ... Reg. $969 Sale $775

Chair
Cocktail Table. . Reg. $779 Sale $639

Your home takes on the
splendor of France's Louis
XV with dining furniture
from Drexel’s “Touraine iI”
collection, now offered for
the first time at 20%
“savings. The noble design
is adapted to today’s more
informat lifestyle in brushed
oyster white or fruitwood finish.
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Reg. $1529.00 Sale $1223.00
. Reg. $719.00 Sale $575.00
. Reg. $719.00 Sale $575.00

Reg. $350 ea. Sale $280. ea.
. Reg. $275 ea. Sale $219 ea.

China with lighted glass shelves .
Server with tray drawer and shelf
Junior Oval Table with two leaves
Cane Back Arm Chair with back pad
Cane Back Side Chair with batk pad.

Ray Interiors
Michigan's first Drexel Heritage store
476-7272 ¢ 33300 Slocum Drive  Farmington
{2 blks. S. of Grand River off Farmington Rd.}
 Open Tues., Wed., Sat., 9:30-5:30, Mon., Thur., Fri., 9:30-9:00




