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For rate structure revamping

Judge insists on water watchdog

By TOM LONERGAN

Federal Judge John Feikens wasn't
just thinking aloud recently when he
suggested closer scrutiny for the De-
troit water and sewerage system budg-

et.

“I'm going to insist that there be a
watchdog committee,” Feikens said
this week.

The chief US. District judge an-
nounced his intention Monday affer

a P!
on new sewage treatment rates for the
next 18 months between city of Detroit
Water and Sewerage Department offi-
cials, suburbag customers and industri-
al users.

FEIKENS wouldn't say whom he
would appoint to the watchdog com-
mittee. He plans Monday to get the
views of city, suburban and industry
lawyers who worked out the sewage
rate comprormise.

He also plans to meet soon with May-
or Coleman Young, whom he appointed
special administrator of the city’s sew-
age treatment plant last year, and with
state and federal environmental offi-
cials.

“No one as far as I know has said,
“We have checked every last dollar in
this new (sewage rate revenue) goal

<All of this rate making ought to be subject
to a group that has interests that are not just

consultants’ interests.’

— Judge John Feikens

.. . and we find that all of it is neces-
sary,” Feikens said.

The compromise will reduce total
revenue from the new rates by $3.5
million to $180.5 million, about a 2 per-

cent decrease.

“All of this rate making ought to te
subject to a group ‘that has interests
that are not just consultants’ interests,”
Feikens said, adding:

“There isn't anyone here who can say
that any one of these figures proposed
by the rates consultant was subject to
question.”

THE RATES were proposed by
Camp Dresser and McKee, a consulting
firm- hired by Detroit in compliance
with a 1977 consent judgment reached
between the city and federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA). That
agreement put the massive Detroit

ewag lant on a ti bl
to meet federal anti-pollution laws by
1983.
The treatment plant serves 3.2 mil-

A p—

lion people in more than 70 metropoli-
tan area communities. According to
DWSD, large rate increases in recent
years have been necessary to bring the
plant into compliance with federal
clean water standards.

Consultants’ fees in the DWSD budg-
et have long benn criticized as exces-
sive by Oakland County Drain Commis-
sioner George Kuhn,

Kuhn, who is leading a petition drive
for regional control of the sewer and
water system, welcomes Feikens'
watchdog committee proposal.

“We've got to put a lid on the cost,
and the consultant fees can’t run ram-
pant,” said Kuhn, who estimates §71
million was spent by DWSD on consult-
am;s8 between May 1977 and the end of
1978.

“I say today they've spent $5 million

to $10 million more — that's what the
watchdog committee’s about.”

DETROIT OFFICIALS questioned
whether more “experts” were needed
to determine rates and monitor
DWSD's operation.

“The $184 million (revenue need pro-
posed by the consultant) has been sub-
jected to more scrutiny than ever be-
fore,” said Richard McClear, DWSD at-
torney.

“All challengers looked at (the rates)
and, with very few exceptions, found no
problem,” McClear added.

But Philip Tannian, former Detroit
police commissioner who is attorney
for area laundry companies, said, “We
didn’t do much more than scrape the
surface of the budget issue.”

Attorney William Hampton of Farm-
ington Hills, who represented Oakland
County in the negotiations, said DWSD
must have better accounting proce-
dures.

“Detroit has no method to compare
actual ongoing expenditures with the
budget,” Hampton said.

According to Kuhn and Hampton,
DWSD officials say their 1979 budget
year may show a deficit, but they don't
know yet.

“They're talking about 2 §3.2 million
deficit as of August,” said Kuln. “We
don't believe it.”

SEMTA has erisis snow plan

What can you do if a winter storm
snows in your car, either at home or at
work? How do you find out when and
where the buses run?

A concentration of buses along major
routes in the three-county metropolitan

to a major snow fall this winter.

A brochure explaining the details of
snow emergency bus service is avail-
able from SEMTA (officially, the
Southeastern Michigan Trasnportation
Authority) by calling 962-6515 or (toll-
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“the
everything’s
on sale”
sale

3 DAYS ONLY
January10,11&12

free) 1-800-462-5161.

DREXEL'S PRECEDENT:
AT AN UNPRECEDENTE

that the best-selling pianos and organs in the
world are made by Yamaha. Nor is it by accident
that you'll find these fine musical instruments on
our showroom fivor.
it's because we at PROFESSIONAL KEY-
BOARD are dedicated to bringing you only the
very best in the world of music.
Shop in the friendly family atmosphere of our
stores whera you will be rewarded with honest
and reliable business practices, unques- {5
tioned quality merchandise backed by
full-time service, and finest of music studios,
and the absense of high pressure sales tac-
tics.
Whether you're interested in the easy-play
fun of a Yamaha organ or the magnificent
tone of a Yamaha piano, we invite you to
PROFESSIONAL KEYBOARD and discover
what a difference Yamaha makes.
(Yamaha, Alvarez, Martin guitars in Troy only)

MICHIGAN'S LARGEST YAMAHA PIANO & ORGAN DEALER
“Where Quality, Service and Education Come First"

Professional Keyboard
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FINE ART &
{ANTIQUE AUCTION
1 JANUARY 19,1980

-

g2 a3
Painted 1859—Size 10"x18%4 " (25 cmx45. 5cm)

ICEBbERGS

Y
Frederick Edwin Church (1826-1900)
Provenance: Church Family. Currently, the Property
of the Great-Grandson of Frederick Church.

OTHER FINE PAINTINGS AT THIS AUCTION

That's a big 30%
savings on this

QUEEN

* beautiful 5 piece
Drexel bedroom
set that includes tri-
ple dresser, miror, '

T =
“The Church at Clichy™ “Portrait of V.M.
b)

“Natura Morta"”
b;

Y
Marc Chagall
Dated 1910

- by
Gino Severini
Dated 1918

by
J. F. Ralfaelli

nightstand, chest
and queen or king
sized bed. It's
made from solid
pecan engraved
olive ash with the
look of bud and
crafted as only
Drexel can. There
are only 16 sets to
sell...and the price
is right! So come
and see' it for
yourself at
Gorman's Troy.

- KING

$1,050
GORTIENS

{

W. Big Beaver at Crooks, Troy. Phone 649-2070
Open Daily 10 to &; Mon., Thu., Fi., till 9; Sunday, Noon to 5:30

wMontmartre Street Scene”  “Along the Road"

by y
Maurice Utrillo Adolph Schreyer
Featuring important warks by Chagall. Frederick E. Church. Derain. Pleissner.
Feiiaelli_Schreyer. Severini. Utrillo.Vedder and others. Also included are water-
colors and etchings by Sir William Russell Flint. Whistler. Zoen. etc.

18th and 19th Century American furniture. sterling silver. porcelain. oriental
rugs. etc.

Property Belonging to Various Owners

Auction Preview: Thursday, Jan. 17—3 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 18— 10 a.m. to 4 p.rm.
Auction: 11 a.m. Saturday, January 19
Catalog avallable— $5 or $6.50 postage paid

STALKER & BOOS

280 North Woodward - X
Birmingham, Michigan 48011
313-646-4560
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