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Homes in Oakland unlikely to benefit from sewer rate ruling

A compromise between Detroit and
suburban attorneys on new sewage

rates will still mean an increase of
$1.50 a month — or $18 a year.— fora
This®

treatment rates for the
area probably will have little effect on
charges paid this year by

typical south
includes Southfield, Troy, Farmington,
Hills and the it -

in southern Oakland and western
Wayne County. R

The agreement on changing the
rates, set by the Detroit Water and
Sewerage Board, was reached Monday
before Chief U.S. District Judge John
Feikens. DWSD's propesed rates, which
were challenged by suburban and in-
dustrial users, took effect Jan. 1.

The increased sewage disposal costs
will show up on homeowners’ quarterly
water bills. A separate DWSD water
rate increase from 20-40 percent is ex-
pected later this year.

THE WHOLESALE rate charged to
sewage districts which serve southern
Oakland and western Wayne was re-
duced five cents under the compromise
to $3.40 per 1,000 cubic feet of water
(mef). The rate since last July 1 had
been $2.50 per mef.

The rate for the Clinton-Oakland
Sewage District, which serves north-
east Oakland County, including West
Bloomfield and Avon townships, was
reduced 78 cents to $4.46 per mef. For
the second half of 1979, the rate was
$4.27 per mef.

The wholesale rate usually is passed
on to residents. The sewage district and
local communities may add on trans-
portation and billing costs.

‘The new rates must be approved by
the Detroit Board of Water Commis-
sioners and City Council before they
take effect.

OAKLAND COUNTY Drain Com-
missioner George Kuhn, whose office
runs the South Oakland County Sewage
Disposal System, said the compromise

F
Bloomfield Hills area.

The increase is “possibly in that’

area,” Kuhn said. His district's charge
of $3.60 per mef for sewage disposal
won't be changed due to the
comrpomise.
“We'll evaluate it in another quar-
ter,” Kuhn said. “If we feel we're on
the high side for charging, we could cut
back our rate.”

JOHN BREEN, attorney for the
Wagyne County Board of Public Works,
said the rate charged by the Rouge Val-
ley Sewage District as of Jan. 1 will
remain at $3.62 per mef.

The Rouge Valley system includes
Westland, Garden City, Livonia, Plym-
outh and Redford, Canton and Plym-
outh townships. Homeowners' bills
could increase from $15 to $25 annual-
ly under the new rates.

Since the wholesale rate decrease
was small, Breen said, “We don't antic-
ipate any change in the billing one way
or the other — either up or down.”

The nickle wholesale rate decrease
“really is only six-tenths of a cent” per
month saving to a residential user,
Breen said.

“At best, it will help to offset infla-
tionary costs,” he added.

INDUSTRIAL . TREATMENT gsur-
charges were also reduced as part of
the compromise. Commercial and in-
dustrial business users will pay 17 per-
cent less overall than what DWSD had
proposed.

The surcharges, based on pre-set
strength levels of three pollutants
found in industrial sewage, are re-

Program to aid rape victims

A new program for rape victims has
begun at the Oakland Crisis Center for
Rape and Sexuat Abuse in Pontiac.

The “Rape Sensitizing Program”
provides crisis intervention counseling
to rape victims. It will help the victim
with the police, courts and other ele-
ments of the criminal justice system.

County Executive Daniel T. Murphy
said the program will also develop
guidelines for police, law and health
agencies to follow when interviewing
rape victims.

The program aims to improve po-
lice-victim communication, the evi-

dence collection process and investiga-
tive procedures. R

‘The $51,000 first-year cost of the
program has been provided through a
grant from the federal Law Enforce-
ment Assistance Administration.

‘The service is provided by the county
Department of Community and Minori-
ty Affairs through a contract with the
North Oakland YWCA, which operates
the Oakland Crisis Center for Rape and
Sexual Abuse at 269 W. Huron Street in
Pontiac.

‘The center’s phone number is 322-
HELP.

%N‘glﬁEMEN:
E CONDUCTING QUR WINTER CLEARANCE OF QUALITY
CLOTHING AND FURNISHINGS FOR MEN AT HANDSOME SA%INGS.
QUR POLICY IS: WE DO NOT PURCHASE SPECIAL MERCHANDIE
FOR OUR SALES. ALL ITEMS ARE FROM OUR SEASONAL INVENTORY.

SUITS

WERE....245.00 NOW.150* 13 pcs.
WERE....225.00 NOW..160" 9pcs.

SPORT COATS

WERE....175.00 NOW..100* 7 pcs.
WERE....200.00 NOW..75"

SLACKS

WERE......45.00 NOW..25% 7pcs.

TOPCOATS

WERE....235.00 NOW..188* 9pcs.

WERE..

5pcs.  WERE

WERE
WERE

WERE....

quired by federal law and previously
have never been charged.

Under DWSD's proposed rates, indus-
try would bave provided 10 percent —
or $18.4 million — of the total $184
million in revenue. The compromise re-
duces industry's share of the revised
$180,5 million in rate revenues fo near-
1y $15.3 million.

According to DWSD, suburban and
city of Detroit residents will each pro-
vide 44 percent of the sewer and water
system's revenue during the next 18
months.

MACOMB COUNTY received the

biggest rate decrease from $6.18 per
mef to $4.82. The rate before Jan. 1 had
been $3.87 per mef.

The compromise requires Macomb
to pay $12.4 million toward repair of a
sewer line break in Fraser in 1878. The
revised rate includes 56 cents per mef
to pay for the repair cost, down from
$1.51 per mef DWSD had originally
proposed Macomb residents pay.

The remaining $2.5 million needed
for the sewer line at 15 Mile and Hayes
will be paid by the rest of the system.

‘The agreement with Macomb Coun-
ty, which had wanted the total repair
cost spread over the system, was the

most significant aspect of the compro-
mise, according to Kuhn.

“We saved 11 cents (per mcf, which
could have been added to south Oak-
land's rate) by not sharing the overall
cost,” Kuhn said.

“We've already shared $2 million to
$3 million of the (sewer line break) ini-
tial cost — that’s a concession to Ma-
comb County.”

Kuhn said permanent repairs to the
sewer line could increase the repair
bill to $32 million. Federal and state
funding, which would provide 80 per-
cent of the cost, is being sought.

RATES FOR Detroit residents could
go slightly up under the compromise. A
23 cents increase from DWSD’s propos-
al to $4.46 per mef is expected to be
offset by a reduction in the storm wa-
ter treatment charges. The rate for De-
troit residents before Jan. 1 was §3.23.

The rate for unmetered suburbs will
be reduced 7 cents from the Jan. 1 rate
of $4.23. The rate for the last balf of
1979 was $2.50. The largest of the unm-
etered suburbs, whose sewage flows
are estimated, is Dearborn.

The new rates represent the fourth
increase since mid-1977.

STOREWIDE
SALE!
ALL
- COATS
30-50% off

‘sheepskins deserve

Layaways accepled.

e

ANTAATEX

and blankets.

DRESS SHIRTS

2250 NOW.11* 7pcs.
1850 NOW.5" 28pcs.

SWEATERS

45.00 NOW..32"* 9pcs.
2250 NOW.16* 27 pcs.

SUBURBAN COATS

21500 NOW.190" 3pcs.
22500 NOW.166% 3pcs.

RAINCOATS

.175.00 NOW..50% 5pcs.

TENNIS WEAR .. "2 off

WERE.
WERE

SHOES

.80.00 NOW.
.66.00 NOW.

50"
35"

Sprs.
18 prs.

MANY OTHER BARGAINS ON OUR KRAZY RAK

AND IN OUR KRAZY

VISA
MASTER CHARGE

STORE HOURS: MON., TUES., WED.,

BOX.

AMERICAN EXPRESS
DINERS CLUB

Glopnn's

112 §, WOODWA!
BIRMINGHAM, Mi

, MICH,
£:30-5:30, THURS, FRI. 9:30-

647-7111

SALE NOW iN PROGRESS

.
A gift for you,
fromJohnThawley
. A special sale has been
designed for you. John Thawley
offers his European coliection
of suits, sportswear, and
accessories at fantastic savings!
Some items have been reduced
by 75%! This sensational
opportunity includes a range of
styles from avant-garde
to classic corporate. This
timely markdown means
John Thawley means business. .
160 S. Woodward, Birmingham

avgyléishop

SHOES

semi-annual

sale

20% to 60%
off ...

© SUITS @ SLACKS ¢ SPORT
COATS e TOPCOATS

© RAINCOATS o LEATHERWEAR o
SWEATERS ¢ DRESS SHIRTS

© SPORT SHIRTS ® NECKWEAR

© KNITS ¢ PAJAMAS @ ROBES o

EARLY BIRD SPECIALS

suITs

Reg. 210 Now *38*
Rog. 265 Now 128"
Reg. 310 Now 48"

SPORT COATS

Reg. 125 Now *58%
Reg. 165 Now ‘78"
Reg. 210 Now 38"

OVERCOATS &
TOPCOATS

Reg. 210 Now '8
Reg. 310 Now *148

FLANNEL
SPORT SHIRTS |

Reg. 20 Now 7

OPEN THURSDAY TiL9 |

AMPLE FREE PARKING

Alterations on 50% to 60% items will be made at cost

EUGENE SIMS » HARRY SOLOMON

argyl¢ shop.

BLOOMFIELD PLAZA
MAPLE AT TELEGRAPH
BIRMINGHAM -

628-9810

The Latest Styles In The Beet 01 Taste




