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Monday, January 14, 1980

Harry Shay stands between his company’s
fiberglass replicas of the Model A and a 1955
Ford Thunderbird. The Thunderbird replica,

built or a 1980 Ford frame, is available from
participating Ford dealers.

T-Bird replicas on sale

A replica of the 1955 T-Bird is being brought out
to commemorate the silver anniversary of the 1955
Ford Thunderbird. Up to 10,000 of the replicas will
be manufactured.

Twenty-five years ago, the original two-seater
Thunderbird was acclaimed a classic just four
years after production of the two-seater stopped. It
has steadily grown in collector demand over the

“It's the kind of super popular car that has a vast
market waiting for it, and we simply serve the de-
mand,” said Harry Shay, head of the reproduction’s
manufacturer, Model A & Model T Motor Car
Reproduction Corp.

‘The reproduction company was organized in 1978
by the 54-year-old Shay, who is an automotive engi-
neer.

“We introduced Henry Ford’s original ‘mass pro-
duction/lower cost’ methods to the replica industry
and, for the first time, opened the fun of the replica
to a vastly expanded market,” Shay said.

“We sold in advance our entire 10,000 limited
edition Model A reproductions to participating
Ford and Lincoln-Mercury dealers,” he said. “Most
of the dealers just as quickly sold out thier orders,
and it’s now difficult to find a dealer with one re-
‘maining to sell.”

This made his company No. 1 worldwide in the
replica industry by exceeding all others combined.

He expects an equal success with the “Shay
Reproduction/55 Bird,” orders for which are being
accepted by participating Ford and Lincoln-Mercu-
ry dealers. The base mode! sells for $8,950.

The Bird, like the Model A, is a brand new car
that presents an illusion of the original, he said.

*“The fiberglass body is a duplicate of the origi-
mal, and our engineers design the chassis to ac-
comodate the 1980 Ford drivetrain without disturb-

ing the appearance of the replica,” Shay said.
“It Includes the original 102-inch wheelbase and
56-inch tread. The unseen frame is similar to the
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but revised to the 1980 Ford
2.3-liter engine and four-speed transmission. A V8
engine and automalic transmission are options,”
Shay said.

Almost all original options are avialable, includ-
ing the “porthole” removeable hardtop introduced
in 1956. Several more modern features, such as
windshield wipers and seat belts, are included.
Buyers can even order an on-board computer.

“We will manufacture authentic-appearing
bumpers that will include, out-of-sight, shock ab-
sorbers to meet current government bumper regu-
lations.”

The government requires replica manufacturers
to meet federal auto regulations.

“We're proud to be the first and only company to
have federal approval for our 10,000 limited pro-
duction,” Shay said.

Shay started his company with not much more
than token capital compared to the capital required
for typical automotive production and passed $60
million in sales within months. He expects sales to
reach $80 million this year.

The new company, with offices in the Renais-
sance Center, has created more than 200 manufac-
turing jobs in" Michigan and expects to add 100
more employees during the next few weeks.

Between 3,000-4,000 jobs, directly and indirectly,
have been created by Shay's venture into what was
arelatively small industry.

“It’s not much in relation to the whole auto indus-
try, but it's very significant to the people involved”
Shay said.

The company is the largest customer of Ford en-
gines and component parts.
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1974 FORD
SQUIRE WAGON
Looks & runs great.
ONLY $995
1876 CHEVY IMPALA
Automatic, power, air.
ONLY $1,295
1975 PACER
31,000 miles, automatic, air.
$1,995
1975 CUTLASS
Automatic, air, 48,000 miles.
Y $1,995
1975 REGAL
Automatic, air, 44,000 mites.
ONLY $1,995
1976 CHEVY WAGON
Fully equipped, sharp.
ONLY $1,995
1975 GRAND PRIX
Loaded, sharp.
ONLY $1,995
1976 CORDOBA
35,000 miles, nice.
ONLY $1,695
1977 LEMANS
6cyl, gas saver.
ONLY $1,995
1977 DODGE 4X4
Camper top, sharp.

ONLY $2,995
BOB
JEANNOTTE
PONTIAC

14949 SHELDON RD.
Just North of M-14 Freeway
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USED CAR
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‘78 TRANS AM. 10th Anni-
versary Special. Loaded.
$8,995

'78 SEDAN DeVILLE. 4 donr;
loaded, low miles. ~ $5,995

PESKE

THE BEST BUY FOR 1980

Our entire inventory of 1979 DEMOS have been reduced so you SAVES
Take advantage of our factory incentives limited offer - now thru Jan. 30th

IS A 1979 DEMO!
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$3.695
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miles, extra nice. $4,695
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low miles. $3,695
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door, air, low miles, $3,995
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ACTION OLDS
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1978 OLDSMOBILE NINETY EIGHT
REGENCY

Automatic, power steering and ‘brakes, power

windows, power door locks, tilt’ wheel, cruise

conlro! alr. stereo, padded roof, white with red

1977 OLDSMOBILE STARFAIRE
COUPE

V-6,
fire angine red, low miles, gas saver!

$2,495

4 speed, powar steering and brakes, am/fm,

$5,295

"NO- GIMMICKS

GAGE OLDSMOBILE

WOODWARD AT 82 MILE RD.

Inlerlor. tinted glass, % padded ro
lic brown.

1977 OLDS CUTLASS SUPREME
ROUGHAM

350, V-8 aulcmal!c. power steering and brakes,

air, stereo, tinted gless, landau top, power win-

dows, power door focks, 60/40 seat, low miles.

3,795

1979 OLDS DELTA 88 ROYALE '
V B automatic, power steering and brakes, tilt
eel, crulse control, stereo lape. alr, velour

, dark metal-

YOU’LL BE MILES AHEAD WHEN YOU SEE US FIRST!

1978 MERCURV COUGAR XR-7
V-8 automatic, power steering and brakes, power
windows, power door locks, tiit wheel, cruisa
control, power moon roof, sport wheels, sport
mirrars, low miles, won't last long!

4,195

1978 CUTLASS SUPREME
V-8, fuel efflcient, automatic, power steerlng and
brakes, alr, stereo, padded top, linted glass, aniy

4,3

AT

399-3200

1977 CHEVY NOVA
6 cylinder, automatic, power steering, air, 30,000
miles. super clean!

$2,888

1978 OLDS TORONADO
Loaded, all power tilt, cruise, air, stereo tape,

padded top, flawless!
$4,188
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