You’ve got a big family?

Monday, January 14, 1980

(F)5A

Take a look at this clan

By CHRIS CROSS

1t’s hard to imagine having a family of 30,000.

But for the Ramallahs, being scattered through-
D:Il the United States does not mean the group isn't
close.

The “Ramallah family” is a three-generation
group of people whose elder members have immi-
grated to the U.S. since the late 1890s from Ramal-
Iah, Palestine, and have kept close contact with
each and every member.

Fred Harb, his wife Clair and their four children
have made their home in Livonia, along with more
than 100 other families of the Ramallah clan.

Large groups of Ramallahs have also moved into”

homes in Westland, Redford Township, Birming-
ham, Farmington Hills, Garden City, Plymouth,
and Dearborn, as well as other cities across the
country. .

Harb says he's proud of his heritage and is con-
cerned about losing touch with it. “That is why,” he
said, “we keep our ties.”

“WE ARE proud to be Americans, but we are
just as proud to be Palestinians,” he said while his
w'ﬂﬁ added, “America has treated our people very
well.”

To preserve the Arab culture and retain relation-
ships with the Ramallah family members, the
group has established a national federation and
various local clubs.

‘The Detroit area club, which includes the Livonia
residents, puts out a bi-monthly magazine entitled,
“Hathihe Ramallah;” A national convention is held
each year; and a directory is continually updated to
include the names and addresses of all 30,000 mem-
bers of the Ramallah family.

‘The 1980 national Ramallah convention will be
held in Birmingham, Ala., where about 2,500 people
are expected to attend.

“I know everyone in this book,” Harb said, as he
skimmed through the Ramallah directory. “If there
is a death in the family, everyone knows about it; if
there'’s a wedding, everyone comes,” he said. “We
had 600 people at our wedding 16 years ago and 500
just at the engagement party.”

BUT WHY did the Ramallah people come to the

U.S. and, specifically, to Detroit?

“Like other people who immigrated here,” Harb
said, “We came for the economic gains. Once peo-
ple got to the Detroit area, they decided to stay. |
They chose to stay here for the freedom of speech,
the freedom of this and the freedom of that.”

Here is how Harb explains the typical Ramallah
flight to America:

At the beginning, the men would come here, and
send money back to their families. More recently,
the families have come to the U.S. to join their rela-
tives, have married, and populated the Ramallah
family.

And how can one family be so large?

“We are all one family,” Harb said. “We all came
from one parent. They had seven children, and they
had children, and. . .

THE FIRST of the Ramallah people to mave to
Livonia was Mrs. Harb's father, the late Alexander
Kandah.

In the old country, Harb said, the Ramallah peo-
ple were poor — growing figs, wheat and olives for
a living.

The early arrivers to the U.S. opened small gro-
cery stores and small businesses.

“They worked hard,” Harb said. “Most of the peo-
ple now are professionals — doctors, lawyers,
pharmacists and engineers. It's our nature to better
our lives, to get an education, to work hard to get a
job. No one gives it to us on a silver platter.” ’

Harb said he worked odd jobs while putting him-
self through college at Wayne State University in
Detroit and Detroit Institute of Technology.

He is now an engineer for Michigan Consolidated
Gas Company.

Harb is actively involved in the Ramallah family
and has served on the committees for the national
conventions and has helped update the directory.
Along with the Livonia Public Schools and a grant
from the federal government, Harb has also collab-
orated on a book to teach secondary-school-age
children about the culture, history and language of
the Arab world.

“My main objective now is to raise my four kids
the right way, to lead them down the right path,”
Harb said. “It’s important for them to know who we
are, where we came from and where we are going.”

Hills recreation officials
named to state board seats

Farmington Hills parks and recreation officials
Doug Gaynor and Jef Farland have been elected to
positions on the Michigan Recreation and Park As-
sociation board of directors.

Gaynor, director of parks and recreation, was
elected first vice president. Farland, recreation su-
perintendent, won a two-year at-large seat.

Gaynor has served as treasurer of the association
for two years as well as on various other commit-
tees. Farland, for the third consecutive year, is
chairman of the scholarship committee.

for college students working toward professional
degrees in park and/or recreation administration.

Both ‘board members will be installed at a spe-
cial ceremony during the annual awards banquet at
the winter conference of the association. It will be
Jan 22 in Detroit’s Plaza Hotel in the Renaissance
Center.

The Michigan Recreation and Park Association,
a private non-profit professional organization, was
founded in 1935 and will celebrate its 45th year at
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New sales rep

Patrick McCabe of Farmington
Hills has been appointed sales rep-
resentative by L.J. Hymel, vice
president-marketing for Wyeth
Laboratories, a division of Ameri-
can Home Products Corp. A gradu-
ate of Mercy College, McCabe
holds a degree in psychology.
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SALE

Now thru January 20th

bookpeople

orchard mall
851-9150

prudential town center
358-4646

Barb’s Beauty Shop
.PERMS $17-419.00
SHAMPOO & SET. ... 16.00
STYLE CUT & BLOW DRY.... *8.50
28221 Greening - call now for appt.

Farmington His. 626-6568

Tues-Wed-Fri: 8-5 Thurs:8-7 Sat:8-2
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Now with every
purchase of quali-
ty remnants, you
save twice! You
save on the car-
pet. Then you
save on the pad-

ding.

IT’S FREE!
Choose  from
plushes, saxonies,
cut & loop, level
loop & others.
Hurry, Sale & Free
padding offer
ends Saturday,
January 26th.

WE’RE CLEANING
OUT ALL OUR
SHORT ROLLS,
Remnants, Odd Lots at Sav-
ings you'll probably never
see again considering the
major price increases taking
place daily—SAVE ON Lees,
Karastan, Cabin Crafts plus

others...

Rite Carpet’s
" JANUARY
CLEARANCE

YOU BUY THE CARPET-
WEBUY THE PADDING

VINYL CLEARANCE

SAVE

on Armstrong and Congoleum

REMNANT
SPECIAL!
FREE

% PRIME URETHANE CUSHION

To match your remnant se- ¥
lection.

12' x 59' Ashwood, Traditon

SHORT ROLLS

12" x 27 Pecan Nylon Shag
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rubberback, was $9.95 $6% . was$7.50 4%
12" x 4T Firethorn, Destiny 12" x 50° Spring Blue Hi-Low .
was $15.95 sges was $8.95 3508 °
X AT *x 22" Royal Blus, Vi
A7 g - B
12" x 26’ Walnut Tone on Tone 12’ x 47’ Orange, Karastan Plush —
COMMERCIAL REMODELING wssgs - B WSS e Sumse ™ N
Of?‘ cecB?tngIS?oAnl;acseIH:flﬁﬁls :’isxsi;yslnk ety g {llusive, was $8.95 ) 3598 °
i . .
Apartment Bldgs. - Home Owners Plus many others °
LOWEST PRICES REMNANTS )
 Homo OMngrs e Goitngte PRICE INCLUDES BONUS PAD :
D&k CONSILRUET‘PN SERVICES 12 % 148" Bay, Lime s7gn 12'x 11" Copperglow Plush zg: o
Call Don Fie! ' ¢ 15 Olive Sk sggh 12’ x 192" Maple Cream, Terra Haut
1 i 12" x 15" Olive Shag 99 x P , °
557-2777 Mon-Fri 8-5 12" x12’ Blue Lees Texture sgg  12'x 12 Harvest, Midas, Lees KC o
12" %,21'7" Goldenrod, Plaid, Pride 119" 12 x 145" Aero Blue Notorious Kl o
T LY 12 x 12 x 4" Orange Lustre Twist 8g"” 12" x 16 Light Green Cristobel KL o
SHORT NOTICE [d  12'x 137" Gold, Fashion Touch g9 12'x 129" Sand, Shag, Bigelow A ©
\ AUCTION LY 12 x 103" Oakwood., S. Harbor sggs 12' x 13’ Bronze, Sculptured 99 .
‘, of Rare Valuable Stock of : :
| ORIENTAL RUGS - i
A ot -
Tl rugs was erdered for & pre-Christias sale. These goods did oot [ ] BIXNKAVERILARD o
S S . . - t .
For your cogvenlence Bave been moved to °
HOLIDAY INN PONTIAC Call our Observ: [ ] l e a e
1801 S. Telegraph Rd. er & . \ » g .
loomfie! i ° L4 2 Convenient Locations: .
sapely Sy 19 501.2300 Ext. 244 S BRIGHTONMALL | VoM coen &
. oy 497 W. Grand River ‘Mile and Middlebe
Al e rugs O e strictly hand: for information about our o 899 VZ27_131 it ‘Across from Livonia Mall - ®
mt;genﬂenqlmpslmmmgmmuawlz Caribbean Holida S
x
Sponsor: Dryus Rug Galleries 3 y L]
Terms: Cash or check Do it for yourself.




