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Buried bomb:

- A bill of prevention won’t expunge contamination

Second of two parts
By TOM LONERGAN

Michigan has unknown quantities of
poisonous wastes buried throughout the
state that could potentially contami-
nate drinking water.

1t also has a new hazardous waste
disposal law.

While the latter might appear tobe a
solution to the former, it isn't.

“The law (which took effect Jan. 1) is

intended to be a preventive measure,”

a representative of the Michigan De-
partment of Natural Resources (DNR)
said recently.

“It’s not a measure to clean up those
problems.”

“THOSE PROBLEMS" include near-
ly 650 known and suspected chemical
dumps statewide and another 50,000
potential waste hazards identified by
the DNR last month.

The list included 36 polluted ground-
water sites in southeast Michigan, and
it labeled Oakland County as among
the three worst contaminated counties
in the state.

While the new law doesn't address
problems related to chemicals and
other hazardous wastés now in the
ground, environmentalists hope it will
prevent future toxic materials from
getting there in the first place.

“There has not been a clear-cut way
for anyone on where to send hazardous
waste or how to dispose of it,” said
state Rep. Alice Tomboulian, D-Oak-
land Township, who sponsored the new
1aw passed last year by the legislature.

The situation has led to what could
be a time bomb of chemical contami-
nation problems for the state, said one
state environmentalist.

“We've just got thousands of sites
around the state that have been poten-
tially disposal or storage areas of
chemicals in the past,” said Jeff Dau-
phin, of the West Michigan Environ-
imental Action Council.

The new law, he said, should allow
the state to “get control of the problem
but it's not going to solve the problems
of the past.”

The “Hazardous Waste Management
Act,” as it's formally titled, will regu-
late all aspects of the handling of toxic
wastes, licensing not only the people
who create the wastes but also those
who transport, store or dispose of
them.

“THE REAL focus here is to reduce
the amount of waste generated,” said
Paul Tomboulian, coordinator of Envi-
ronmental Studies at Oakland Universi-
ty.

“Cooperation from all’

Tomboulian, husband of state Rep.
Alice, was appointed to an advisory
committee to draft rules for the new
law. Permanent rules, which must be
approved by a joint legislative commit-
tee and Gov. William Milliken, aren’t
expected to be in force until summer,
said William McCracken of DNR.

In the interim, McCracken said, the
law will be enforced through emergen-
cy rules drafted by DNR.

BESIDES TRACKING of toxic
wastes from their creation to disposal,
the new law also:

« Provides penalties of up to $25,000
per day to be charged to violaters and
up to $50,000 per day for repeat offend-
ers.

« Creates a nine-person site approval
board to deny or approve hazardous
waste disposal dumps, incinerators, or
storage areas recommended by the
DNR.

The board includes four temporary
positions, three of which have to be
from the municipality of a proposed
disposal site and one from the county.
The county’ Board of Commissioners
would select two of the local represent-
atives and the local government two.
The board’s five permanent members
will be appointed by the state.

+ Mandates the state to develop a
hazardous waste management plan by
1982.

« Creates a disposal facility trust
fund with a $30 million ceiling and a §1
million fund to be used for hazardous
waste emergencies.

‘There has not been a
clear-cut way for anyone on
where to send' hazardous
waste or how fo dispose of
i’ .

— Alice Tomboulian,
State representative

ALTHOUGH IT may take some time
before the law is'fully known and en-
forced, Mrs. Tomboulian believes
“most companies will try to follow
what’s set up. .

“The cooperation of all the different
aspects of industry (when the proposed
law was pending in the legislature) il-
lustrates their concern,” she said.

Dauphin said, “It's going to take a
while before all that (new rules and
regulations) settles and the private sec-
tor has a handle on what the rules of
the game are.

“Because we still generate hazard-
ous waste at a heavy rate,” Dauphin
continued, s going to take at least
two to five years before we really get
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DAUPHIN SAID the new law “has
overwhelming support from private
business, government and envirenmen-
talists.

“That might lead one to believe it's
watered down and compromised, but
that’s not the case at all,” he said.

For now, however, Dauphin does not
believe DNR has adequate staff to en-
force the new law. And he doesn’t ex-
pect benefits until the permanent rules
are in place.

For the state fiscal year that began
last Oct. 1, $1.2 million has been allo-
cated to the DNR to enforce the new
law, said Gary Gunther of the depart-
ment’s environmental services divi-
sion. Funding must be renewed through
the legislature each year, he added.

For Gunther and the DNR, the law
means more work.

“The initial workload will be, we
think, horrendous,” he said.
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