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A c'onsumer trend
Legal plans
are here

By SHIRLEE IDEN

Two things no one can avoid are
death and taxes.

1f so, avoiding the legal professional
comes in a close third.

Since taxes become increasingly
complex, and dying without a will-can
be a costly error, more people than
ever are requiring the services of an
attorney.

According to Don Lxghmm( presi-
dent of Guardian Legal Services of Bir-
mingham, there is a-consumer trend
toward group prepaid legal programs
around the country and in Michigan.

In 1971, the Supreme Court struck
down the last bar association rules in-
hibiting the formation of prepaid legal
plans. Since then, the number of per-
sons covered has grown from virtually
none to more than two million, acedrd-
ing to the Newhouse News Service.

Last year, a prepaid legal service

plan began operating for 140,000
Chrysler Corporation workers and re-
tirees and prepaid legal service was a
demand in recent automotive negotia-
tions.

“Nationwide, prepaxd legal service is
no longer coming.— it's here,” said
Lawrence Wood, president of the
American Prepaid Legal Services In-
stitute. The group was formed by the
American Bar Association as a clear-
inghouse for information.

SOUTHFIELD attorney Dennis Nys-
trom, a Southfield attorney who has
represented insurance companies and
railroads among others, says that up to
now people waited for trouble to hap-
pen before obtaining legal help.

“But it's important to know your at-
torney,” he said.

“Every individual should have a will,
everyone pays taxes each year, and
participating in a real estate transac-
tion has become nearly as inevitable as
death and taxes.

“My parents lived in the home 1
grew up in for 29 years, but that's unu-
sual. Today we have a mobile society.
Almost everyone will buy or sell a
home and need an attorney eventual-

Nystrom and his firm, Jenkins, Nys-
trom, Sterlacchi, plans to work with
Guardian Legal Services to provide
year-round legal services to groups and
individuals.

“The prepaid legal plans are coming
very fast,” he said. “With a prepaid
program people know they can call an
attorney before making vital decisions
and not waiting until they’re in trou-
ble.”

Nystrom said that in the past many
such plans have failed. Most of them,
he added, were quick answer approach-
es that more often than not only used
the telephone.

Dennis Nystrom contends that prepaid legal services can be like putting a lawyer on retainer for
every family. (Staff photo by Mindy Saunders) ’
!

“WE PLAN a more comprehensive
approach with our senior people doing
the initial interviews,” he said. “We
don’t feel it would be fair to put rookie
lawyers on those interviews.”

Nystrom said having prepaid legal
services is like having a personal fami-
ly attorney on retainer.

“That's something only the wealthy
and corporations had previously,” he

Pamcnpams in the prepaid legal ser-
vices offered by Nystrom's office will
pay or have paid for them $65 dollars a
year or $1.25 per week.

“Starting off they will get two free
hours of legal advice worth more than
$100, so they're ahead of the game at
the outset,” Nystrom said.

Theoretically, that client could get
the legal advice needed to complete his
will and an uncomplicated no-fault di-
vorce.

“Divorce, child custody and support
are the high incidence legal situations
along with real estate,” he said.
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Were here lo answer
any queslions
aboul cancer.

Wont you call us?

We're your own cancer information center.
And we try to make it as easy as possible for
you to talk over the phone. About any
cancer concern you may have.

We're reliable and up-to-date. And we
talk frankly about things like causes, and
we'll explain terminology. We know about
diagnosis and treatments. And we'll talk -
with you even if you're just feeling uncom-
fortable about something you've read, or
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If you're a cancer patient, we can direct
you to counseling programs and discus-
sion groups. To free special equipment and
supplies. To financial assistance.

And better yet we keep eveything con-
fidential.

When you have a question about can-
cef, no matter how big or how small, call us
toll-free. That's why we're here.
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Your dralting supply,
printing & reproduction specialists

FIRST ANNUAL NEW YEARS SALE DEC. 27 - JAN. 31

ARCHITECTS/ENGINEERS, ARTISTS, DRAFTSMEN,
DESIGNERS, STUDENTS

Mostof you do not drive a 1948 Studebaker and yet
many of you are working on drawing boards thatare
of thé same vintage as the aforementioned. Stop at
DUNN BLUE and letusintroduce you tothe allnew
DUNN “Futuristic” Drafting Table specially SALE
PRICED just for you.

DUNN R3760 “Futuristic” drafting
table size 372" x 60". Avaitable in four
exciting color combinations. Retail
price $385.00

&

Cramer 6E-22MC dralting stool. Fabric (,4_
seat and back with casters. Adjustable =7
height. Retail price $129.90.
COMBINATION RETAIL VALUE
$514.90

K LE PRICE$399.00

At DUNN BLUE our drafting furniture is manufactured in the

U.S.A. and sold at European prices.

20390 W. 8 Mite Rd. (W. of Evergreen)
DON'T MISS THE

GREATEST
CLEARANCE
EVER!

% SPECIAL 3¢

YOU CAN SAVE

10%, 30%, or EvEN 50%.

if you've been waiting for the best bargains of the New
Year, it's at 7-Grand’s Greatest Clearance ever. Just
think, you could save as much as 50% at participating
7~Grand Stores.

Remember, if it's on Sale, it's at the New Seven-Grand
Shopping Center.

WE WANT YOU TO SAVE!

SHOPPING IN GRAND STYLE
7 MILE ROAD anp GRAND RIVER




