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This convention is the bees’ knees
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By DENNIS ROSENBLUM

Fritz Sanders is all abuzz over next
week’s big convention in Dearborn. It's
expected to be just a honey of a time.

Sanders’ hobby, you see, is beekeep-
ing. And both hobbyists and commer-
cial apiarists will be swarming into
town from throughout the country for
their annual convention at the Hyatt
Regency Hotel,

The meeting, running Jan, 21-25, in-
cludes exhibits of honey, beeswax and
equipment, a seminar for beginners,
various speakers and, of course, the
crowning of the American Honey
Queen.

Registration is $10 per person for all
events, except meals. Various educa-
tional sessions will discuss how to deal
with the adulteration of honey, diseases
and nutrition, desensitizing humans
from stings, soybean pollination and
the like.

The film “Killer Bees: Fact or Fan-
tasy?” will run at 1 p.m. Tuesday. Dr.
Robert Byberg of Cranbrook will lead a
seminar for beginning beekeepers 1-5
p.m. next Wednesday, explaining how
to start a colony, buy equipment and
deal withit all.

All honey included in displays and
judging will be auctioned at 5 p.m.

ursday.
Registration is open 9 am. to 5 pm.

Carpet Concepts
brings back an

‘People think bees are just good for getting

stung.’

— Fritz Sanders’

daily; the exhibits are open to 6 p.m.

SANDERS, WHO maintains two
hives in his backyard in Livonia, three
in Westland and two at Schooleraft Col-
lege, got hooked on the hothy in 1576
when he was helping a friend clear out
ahive in his yard. .

“It becomes such a natural thing af-
ter awhile,” he says. “It seems odd be-
cause people don’t know much about

“You look back a hundred years or so
and everybody was doing it.”

For him, the benefits of beekeeping
are both in the fascination of the hobby
and in the usefulness of it.

“In today’s economy, if we eradicate
honeybees, we would have famine,” he

says.

On the hobby side, Sanders, an engi-
neer for Volkswagen, gets to study na-
ture at work and uses his other hobbies
of photography, woocworking and me-
talworking. He’s constructed his own
extractor, which uses centrifical force
to separate the honey from the combs.

ALL THIS is not without problems,
though.

Sanders figures he gets stung around
.10 times a year or so. But he doesn't
worry about it.

“They leave you alone unless you
don't leave them alone,” he explains.

“I don’t like to disturb them more
than necessary.”

His neighbors have mixed feelings
about all the little buggers. One of
them got the city to take him to court a
couple years back in an attempt to get
rid of the hives. Sanders won the case.

But another neighbor, who has a
cherry tree in his yard, is just delight-
ed. He's been getting bumper crops of
cherries, thanks to the bees pollinating
the flowers.

“People think bees are just good for
getting stung,” Sanders says.

Honey, he says, is much healthier
than plain white sugar. His family uses
it instead of sugar and goes through
about 70 pounds a year.

Perhaps you're fooyoung to
remerber what it wasike to
shop in a carpet storg that
prided itself on personal

“A lot of people are lacking nutri-
tion. Well, there’s the perfect food for
you”

He suggests beekeeping is a perfect
hobby for retirees. It can be done in a
yard and the honey makes for great
eating.

SANDERS FIGURES he's invested
maybe $400 in equipment for his seven
hives. Queen bees — one per hive —
are sold through the mail for $6-7. A
used hive, including a small swarm,
goes for $50.

But then it's a hobby. Sanders knows
all about worker bees (females who
can't reproduce) and drones (non-sting-
ing males who die from mating).

He can show you a honeycomb in
which the worker bees are making
room for a queen bee’-she gets more
space than the others.

He'll tell you about the workers se-
lecting an egg to become a new queen
bee if the old one dies. And he'll tell you
about the differences between honey-
bees and the nasty critters like hornets
that most people confuse with his little
friends.

“If you kill bees, it's just like killing
the goose that lays golden eggs,” he
says. ~
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service. Sure it takes time.
That's why most stores
merely paint you in the right
direction—and et you make
your mistakes. So if you're
fussy about fextures, colors, .

. -and service—real old-fash- -

ioned service—come and
spend an hour (or two. ...or
three!)- in our store. We'll
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A program to relieve and reduce STRESS. Ways to
handle stress are exglained Training in RELAXA-
TION EXERCISES, MEDITATION etc. Also includes
discussion of DIET, LIFE STYLE, EXERCISE etc.

P.S. Vachher, M.D.
SAT. JAN 19 9 AM-12 NOON
Charge $25. Plymouth Hilton Inn
For infor ion & reservati

Call 425-5590 or 455-9779

STRESS RELIEFINC.
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Fritz Sanders stands amid his beekeeping paraphernalia in the base-
ment of his home, awaiting next week’s convention in Dearborn. (Staff
photo by Art Emanuele) ‘
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feA Whip Inflation Now!

A Humid-Aire Central Humidifier
in your heating system can help you &
cut fuel bills from 15% to 30%

All the headlines remind us to save energy. Now Kast can
Thelp reduce your healing bills by making cooler winter air
feel warmes — by adding moisture o the air. Humidified air
is better for your health and possessions and can save you
as much as 3% on your fuet bill for every degree not needed
over 68 degrees. Call Kast today.

HEATING 8 COOLING

e

3 City mores tocu ba
dims lights, lowers

The handsomest heat-set nylon plush Reg. $13.99
you'll ever seel Just right for mda{a
§ decors. 21 colors. Our sale price in- 90 i
B cludes Installation with heavy rubber sa.ve.

" take the time'—if you will.

COMPLETELY INSTALLED!

Télegraph Road

Nextio Frank’s Nursery

PHONE: 644-0230

580 S. Telegraph Road, Pontiac, M1 48053 Cail 642-7150 338-9255 LI 2-3850

6555

at Maple

for you,
from John Thawley

A special sale has been
designed for you. John Thawley
offers his European collection
of suits, sportswear, and
accessories at fantastic savings!
Some items have been reduced
by 75%! This sensational
opportunity includes a range of
styles from avant-garde
to dlassic corporate. This
timely markdown means
John Thawley means business.
160 S. Woodward, Birmingham
647-7111

SALE NOW IN PROGRESS

L

SDECIAL
CLEARANCEF.
30% to 50%

Reduction On
Distinctive Suits
Sportcoats & Topcoats

Jordan Kahn, Ltd. offers a significant
price reduction on a comprehensive collection
of seasonal suits, sport coats and outerwear

for gentlemen. ,
Featuring such labels as Abbington Park, Lebow,
Linett, Ltd., Zero King, Arthur Freedberg,
Mighty Mac, etc.
All apparel recognized throughout the
industry for their superior quality.

Orchard Mall  Orchard Lake Road
Northof Maple West Bloomfield 851-9444
Open Thursday and Friday il 9 P.M.

“Nominal charge for aterarons




