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“Hopéfully, this year we'll
get senior housing.”

Mayor Soronen calls for unity
as council launches new year

By MARY GNIEWEK

She calls herself a walking commis-
sion-person, an apt title for the newly
elected mayor of Farmington Hills.

As she begins the third of-a four-year
term on the city council, Jody Soronen
is a member of five government com-
mittees and regularly attends /the
meetings of a sixth group. S

Her colleagues elected her .mayor

Jan. 7.
“Is much more interesting than

ment, Mrs. Soronen’s job as mayor is
more than ceremonial. She chairs the
Monday night council meetings, repre-
sents the city at official functions, and
can propose names to the council,
which elects residents to various com-
mittees.

“] think we're going to do just fine
together,” she says of the city council,
which sports three new faces this year.

“They all seem to be very sincere
about doing a good job,” she says,
dismissing the frenzy which surrounded
the 1979 election. That fren-

» she jokes.
then city, then regional government
gradually caught, then consumed, her
interest.

“ started out in my subdivision
(Wood Brook) as secretary of the home-
owners’ council,” she said.

“Then I was president for a couple of
years. 1 met more people, joined the
beautification committee, then decided
to run for office.”

Even with Farmington Hills' city
manager-city council form of govern-

2y centered on the senior citizen hous-
ing controversy.

“We want to make every effort to
work as a whole group. We may have
different opinions about how to ap-
proach problems, but we're all up there
with the best interests of the city at
heart,” she says. ionalism is not

couple of months of the new year. She
wants the new council members to be
broken in gradually.

“We don’t need issues right now,” she
says, lifting both arms in a mock dra-
matic style.

But the old issues remain.

“Hopefully this year we'll get senior
housing. We are of one mind to accom-
plish some kind of senior housing. The
biggest problem is cost.

“If we build our own, can we get the
cost low enough so rents won't be
prohibitive? If we come up with a good
plan,  think the community will sup-
port it. And we won’t know until we've
tried,” she says.

An Industrial Research Office (IRO)
zone is another council concern. The
council turned down a proposed ordi-
nance Monday which would have al-
lowed busi in the zone to be built

the way to run the city.”

Mrs. Soronen hopes the day-to-day
business, like road pavings and sewer
constructions, will consume the first

to 60 feet. The council plans to reintro-
duce the ordinance with a 50-foot limit.

“IDON'T KNOW that 60 feet would

give us the best competitive edge (in
luring new businesses),” Mrs. Soronen
said.

“We're surrounded with cities with
higher height limitations. They've al-
ways had them.”

“She has asked council members to
list their priorities for 1980.

“We seem to spend our meeting time
just going through the business that has
to be attended to. At the end of the
month, we'll sort through the areas of
interest. It’s worth considering.”

Mrs. Soronen recently gave up her

seats on the Farmington Area Advisory
Council and Farmington Youth Assist-
ance.
But she is still a delegate for the
Southeast Michigan Council of Govern-
ments (SEMCOG), the Council on Re-
gional Development (CORD), the Re-
gional Clearinghouse Review Commit-
tee, the Michigan Beautification Com-
mittee, and the Farmington Hills
Beautification Committee.

On work in city govern-
ment: “It's much more in-
teresting than housework.”

Age enhances IS

activist role

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

She may have voted for Democrat
Woodrow Wilson in 1914 but Mrs. Hel-
en Cope has managed to maintain her
status as a stalwart Republican ever
since.

Now, at 90, the Farmington Hills res-
ident is volunteering to help the Repub-
licans settle into Detroit. Her offer
didn’t surprise Oakland county Repub-
lican regulars.

In recent years, Mrs. Cope cam-
paigned for former U. S. Sen. Robert
Griffin and worked in his Washington
D.C. office for several months during
the Conference on Aging.

She distributes her remaining time to
her post as legislative chairwoman for
the American Association of Retired
Persons (AARP), the Presbyterian
church, the American Association of
University Women, the Farmington
Area Commission on Aging and a
smattering of local polities.

Through it all she remains a Republi-
can instead of a senior citizen with a
hobby.

“I'm not a senior citizen,"” she insists
from her book and correspondence
cluttered living room.

“YOU'VE GOT TO keep interested
and alive or you'll grow old,” she says.

Her only concession to her age is to
admit that she'll probably do clerical
work for the convention because she
can't move as fast as she once did.

When she called the Civic Host Com-
mittee in Detroit earlier this month to
volunteer, she says she was welcomed
into the fold.

“They knew me because I worked for

Sen. Griffin. They knew I was a good-

Helen Cope pr‘aclices her typing to get in shape as a volunteer for

. for volunteer

worker. They know I'm dependable,”
she says.

Her optimism about the Detroit area
and her dedication to her party
prompted her to take the plunge.

“ I'm very, very Republican,” she
says, slowly, as she leans foreward in
her chair and emphasizes the “very
very.”

She adds that she's not a blind fol-
lower in the party. If presidential hope-
ful Ronald Reagan lost his bid for the
nomination it would “suit me perfect-
1y,” she admits.

AS FOR BARRY Goldwater’s un-
suceesful try for the White House, Mrs.
Cope says, “it would have been a disas-
ter,” if he had won.

On the whole, she's a moderate in the
party who looks toward former CIA Di-
rector George Bush of Texas, U.S. Sen.
Howard Baker of Tennessee or U.S.
Sen. Robert S. Doyle of Kansas to the
party into a nomination in July.

Although she will probably work for
her party's choice, she doesn’t always
support their candidate.

In 1914, before the nation allowed
women to vote in all states, they were
permitted to vote in Tllinois. Mrs. Cope
took advantage of the state law to cast
her ballot for Wilson. !

“So you see, 'm not unreasening in
the decision.” More recently, she's kept
in contact with U.S. Sen. William Brod-
head'’s office.

“They probably think I'm a Demo-
crat,” she laughs.

But she learned long ago that in poli-
tics, the person with the position is the

(Continued on page 2A)

@ the Republican Party as it readies to hold its national convention in
o Detroit. (Staff photo by Randy Borst)

The Headless Horseman may have frightened
Ichabod, but Farmington area residents had their
own frightful equestrian recently. Upon eloser in-

Councilman appointed chief
of GOP county campaigning

Farmington Hills Councilman Donn
Wolf will serve as the 1980 campaign
chairman for the Oakland County Re-
publican Party.

The announcement was made by
Oakland GOP Chairman Joe Knollen-
berg.

Assisting Wolf will be Barbara Du-
pont, also of Farmingten Hills.

‘The pesition is designed to help

i igns at

Watch out Ichabod Crane

vestigation, we found the rider to be Lissa Ban-
kowski, 16, of Farmington. She wears the mask to
keep warm. {Staff photo by Randy Borst)

‘The major areas directed by Wolf
will be candidate training, literature
drops, advertising coordinating cam-
paign activities and a newspaper ta-
bloid.

He will appoint directors for each
project.

Wolf is a political consultant and
teacher. He serves as a political advis-
or to business, professional and civie

2ll levels across the county, according
to Knollenberg.

In conjunction with F. Clifton White,

Energy saving tips
available at library

Your 1980 resolution to save energy
could be the most important of the

ear.

To aid you in keeping this resolution
the Farmington Community Library
has some helpful publications.

Two free pamphlets published by the
U.S. Department of Energy offer prac-
tical energy saving tips to consumers.
“Tips for Energy Savers” offers
suggestions on insulation, heating and

cooling energy savers, major appliance
energy savers and more.

“How to Save Gasoline and Money
gives tips which could reduce your gas-
oline consumption by 40 to 80 gallons
per vehicle. .

These two publications are available
free as supplies last at the library.

The libraries are at23500 Liberty,
Farmington and 32737 Twelve Mile,
Farmington Hills,

!

he co-authored “Action Politics,” a
campaign training manual and semi-
nar for political candidates.

“Tn the last two years in Southeast-
ern Michigan alone, more than 600 peo-
ple have participated in Wolf's semi-
nars, Not all of them have run for off-
ice but most of them are involved in
political campaigns in some capacity,”
says Knollenberg.

Last November Wolf was elected to
a four year term on the Hills council.
He also was elected at mayor pro-tem
earlier this month.
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tell story
of past

Robert Cook has a file of names of
more than 13,000 people who lived in
Farmington before 1900.

Cook, 72, accumulated the data by
way of an investigation of his family’s
history. That investigation has
stretched over 40 years.

Starting with the modest task of
researching his family background,
Cook began to collect information
about persons who lived in the town be-
tween the time of its founding, in 1824,
and 1900.

The project led to the forming of a
file system to catalog the births,
deaths, weddings and graduations of
Farmington’s early families.

He's been helped in his record keep-
ing by the Farmington Historical Soci-
ety's collection of Farmington En-
terprise and Observer newspaper is-
sues which cover most of the 20th cen-
tury.

Cook has easy access to the collec-
tion. He volunteered to take care of the
newspapers until the society could find
a suitable display area for them.

“Jt takes up quite a bit of room,” he
says. “And I haven't read every word
of every issue. But.I have skimmed
through them for the information I
want.

“I keep them because I would hate to
see them destroyed.”

HIS ORIGINAL project of research-
ing his family's history has revealed
distant relatives with interesting
predilections.

Cook’s maternal grandmother was a
member of the Thayer family. While
looking into that family’s New York
relatives, Cook discovered that the old
geneological cliche of having a few
horse thieves in every family was true.

“They were distant cousins,” he
adds.

His grandfather came to Farmington
shortly before 1872 and promptly mar-
ried a second cousin, Florence Lapin.
The family lived on the outskirts of the
village near present day Nine Mile and
Gill.

As a youth, Cook's father, Fred,
worked as a printer’s apprentice and
was on duty when the first edition of
the Farmington Enterprise rolled off
the press in November 1888.

“My father glommed on to the first

(Continued on page 2A)

JAYCEE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

It's Jaycee Week, the time
when young men around the
community get out the message
about their accomplishments
through the year. To see what's
going on during this week, turn to
Page 1B.




