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By MARGARET MILLER

Cults that lure youth now face a
more organized opposition in Michigan.

The number of cults to be opposed
was somewhere around 3,000 at last
count and still growing,

‘That is the message brought recently
to area clergy by Naomi Eden of West
Bloomfield, who goes out on education-
al missions for the Individual Freedom
Federation, a state organization of
about 200 members.

Talking to membérs of the Livonia
Ministerial Association at the Church
of the Savior, she talked of her daugh-
ter, now out of the Unification Church
after five years.

She also told the clergy how cults op-
erate and how parents and churches
can help young people avoid involve-
ment. She talked of her organization,
made up largely of parents of young
people either in or removed from cults.

“We're primarily an educational
group,” she said. “We'll speak to minis-
ters, church groups, school organiza-
tions, clubs. We want people to under-
stand cults and the kind of influence
they seek. That is the only way we can
fight them.”

MRS. EDEN mentioned organiza-
tions like Children of God, Forever
Family, Scientology, Synanon, and
Hare Krishna as well as the Unification
Church headed by Korean evangelist
Sun Myung Moon.

“The cult is a political animal,” she
said. “Moon sends out articles called
‘Master Speaks,” and they talk frankly
of ambitions to form a political party.

“The Unification Church has a strong
lobby in Washington and is constantly
seeking ways to form alliances with re-

spectable organizations such as main-
line church groups.

“Cults do whatever they can to infil-
trate, gain credence. But all of them
are fully capable of bringing about an-
other Jonestown. We know there is sui-
cide training in the Moon cult. Our
daughter told us she was supposed to
slit her wrists if picked up,and said the
only reason she didn't was that she was
‘chicken.’ "

BY RECOUNTING the experiences
she and her husband, Morton, had when
their daughter became a Moonie, Mrs.
Eden painted a picture of culls to
young people.

Her daughter, she said, entered a
group called the International Rede-
velopment Foundation, “which was one
of about 70 front groups for the Unifi-
cation Church, though we did not real-
ize this until four months later and she
didn't know it until five years later
when we got her out.”

“It sounded good when she joined,”
this mother said, “but we were a little
disturbed the first time she came home
by the simplistic songs she knew and
the simplistic things she said about
good and evil. She was a college stu-
dent and so were the others in the
group she told us about.”

Mrs. Eden said she and her husband
later learned about how the Unification
Church group had worked on their
daughter — and others.

“These young people are met on the
street,” she said, “and they are ‘love-
bombed,’ — told how beautiful, talent-
ed and clever they are. They are invit-
ed to a weekend seminar, which is
more flattery and six to eight hours of
lecturing and never being left alone,
even to go to the bathroom.

N

“Later there are other seminars, a
week, two weeks, 20 days, but after
that first weekend most of these young
people have been so mentally condi-
tioned that they are unable to leave.”

A major factor in this transforma-
tion, besides the lectures, is activity
like volleyball games, Mrs. Eden said.

“They play hard, but the rules are
changed constantly, and the partici-
pants are told they must win because
the team that loses does not have God
onits side.

“These recruits are kept in a con-
stant state of not knowing, and this ex-
tends to all activities.”

“The cults say no one is held physi-
cally, but people can also be held men-
tally and emotionally.”

CULTS' “BRAINWASHING,” Mrs.
Eden said, consists of reducing the re-
cruits to the state in which “they are
not able to think for themselves.”

“They are put on a guilt trip first,”
she said, “because the group has found
out all sorts of things about their lives
up to that point, and these are thrown
back at them when they say they want
toleave.

“Parents, siblings and former associ-
ates are said to be ‘of Satan.’ They are

removed from the possibility of associ-
ation, usually by being put in a differ-
ent part of the country. They are
changed around, so they do not form
associations, even within the group.”

Activities for the cult members in-*
clude fundraising and recruiting, ac-
cording to Mrs. Eden.

“The fundraising is called ‘heavenly
deception,’ their term, not mine,” she
said. “That means they sell things like
flowers, and tell people the money goes
to homes for the elderly, or rehabilita-
tion institutions fof youth, or something
like that.

“ can tell you unequivocally there
are no such places. All the money goes
to Moon.”

MRS. EDEN SAID she and her hus--
band learned during a hearing in Wash-
ington that it was possible to get some-
one aut of a cult.

“We met two attorneys and later en-
gaged them and our daughter was re-
moved,” she said. “She spent five
months in a rehabilitation center, and
since then has returned to school and
has been able to help others leaving the
Unification Church.”

The speaker noted that deprogram-

ming.is somewhat easier in the case of
Unification Church members than
some other cults, for example Children
of God and Hare Krishna. “That’s be-
cause they are indoctrinated in such a
short time,” she said. “With the ones
that work more slowly, deprogram-
ming is more difficult.” .

There is no magic route to the pro-
cess of deprogramming, she added. It's
a matter of sitting down and talking
and talking and talking, and “helping
the person to use his own mind again.”

Since cults call themselves “Bible-
based,” deprogramming often includes
proving to the cult member that some-
thing he has learned is actually not to
be found in the Bible.

THE CLERGYMEN asked how they
would answer questions linking cults
and religion and how they could help
youth in this area.

“We do not fight the cults on the
grounds of religion,” Mrs, Eden said.

“Everyone has a right to what he be-
lieves, but everyone has a right to know
what he believes, a right to investigate
and not be brainwashed.

She said she had worked with a nun
who had left her Catholic order.

“You don't get into an order easily,”

Cults elimb in populai'ity while ;i)pposition increases

she said the ex-nun had told her, “and
you are invited many times to recon-
sider, leave if you want to, be sure that
being in the erder is what you really
want.”

The speaker also said the organized
church must recogrize that a major
problem in dealing with cults is that
young people are vulnerable at an age
when they are normally not active in
church.

1t would be good, she said, if church-
es could offer some kind of program
that would attract the zeal and ideal-
ism that characterizes many who now
go the cult route.

Mrs. Eden also said studies have in-_

dicated that young people with “strong
religious commitments” are less likely
to be attracted by cults, and those who
have a good relationship with their par-
ents are less likely to join.

Groups interested in hearing more
about cults may get in touch with the
Individual Freedom Federation, Inc.,
Box 382, Trenton 48183. The telephone
number is 962-9694.

The group in Michigan is part of a
national organization known as the In-
ternational Freedom Foundation Infor-
mation Service.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

="
Featuring energy-saving
Peila 13/16" Air Speca

The FARMINGTON PLANNING COMMISSION will hold a Public Hearing on FEB-
RUARY 11, 1980 at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 23600 Liberty Street, Farm-
ington, Michigan, for the purpose of reviewing a proposed re-zoning of the following
described property from its present R-6 Residential One-Family Cluster District to
R-1 One-Family District:

Wood Windows
2000 Winner St., Walled Lake
Free Estimates 624-2118

TIN, RSE, NE¥: Sec. 29, City of Farmington, Ozakland County, Michigan; com-
mencing at a point on the East of said Sectioh 29 (also kriown as Drake Rd.) South
01-45-09 West, 820.00 feet from the Northeast corner of said Section 29; thence
extending South 01-45-09, West, 301.65 feet; thence North 87-59-20 ‘West, 400 feet;
thence South 01-45-09 West, 420.00 feet; thence South 87-59-20 West, 400 feet;
thence South 01-45-09 West 200 feet; thence North 87-59-26 West, 1070.80 feet;
thence North 01-45-09 West 1126.65 feet; thence South 87-59-26 East, 386.00 feet;
thence South 01-45-09 West, 205.00 feet; thence South 87-59-20 East, 684.00 feet to
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your decorating needs.
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We're & local organization. Even though we served
more than 3000 clients last year we haven't forgotten
that every client is an Individual and that each indi-
vidual deserves the best service we can provide.
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Charles H. Williams, P.C.
. Cortified I’u‘llllllzl Amxmiam

. . 29625 Grand River Avenue
L. DAVID McCABE, Director 1 Block-West of Middlebelt)

EDWARD P. DEWAR, General Manager ‘Farmingtﬂn Hi“s ° 478‘1440

DETROIT LOCATION:
18570°GRAND RIVER AVE. Phone. 836-3752
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