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- Troubled boys get help

‘Thursday, January 24, 1980

By SHERRY KAHAN

Tim has a tough time forming rela-
tionships.

He hates to lose at games. When he's
not playing well, he manages to create
an argument that allows him to retire
from the scene in a huff. Much of his
life is filled with verbal and even physi-
cal confrontations.

. No wonder he is never elected Mr.
Congeniality. .

One of the reasons Tim is having

these emotional problems is that he

Gerald Levin is director of The
Orchards, a Livonia residence that
helps boys overcome problems in
forming relationships. (Staff photo’
by Bill Bresler) .

didn't form a good relationship with his
mother, according to Birmingham psy-
chologist Gerald Levin. He is executive
director of the Orchards Children’s Ser-
vices in Livonia, which works with boys
who have similar problems.

The facility, borrowing its name
from the orchard behind its property,
has been operating for 17 years in Livo-
nia under sponsorship of the Greater
Detroit Section of the National Council
of Jewish Women. |

Director Levin and his staff work
their way through an assortment of
problems, most of them having roots in
early childhood.

Levin explained that in Tim's case
the boy’s problems could have started
with a mother alone too much, perhaps
new to the area and without friends or
family nearby.

Frustrated, she may scream and yell
at her baby, and the youngster grows
up very insecure in his relationship
with Mom.

“ESTABLISHING a good relation-
ship with mother, father and siblings is
important to the child,” said Levin, who
earned his master’s degree at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. “These become the
building blocks of future relationships.”

Without the confidence of strong
home ties, the child forms a low self-
concept. He builds up anger. When he
goes to school and has to deal with a
room{ul of 25 children, the situation be-
comes worse.

Levin compares the psychological
system these boys are caught upintoa
rock covering a beautiful statue.

“We want to get rid of the ugly rock
to reveal the warm caring human being
inside,” he said.

False expectations on the part of
parents are also a good way to start a
child off on the wrong foot.

“If the mother received little love as
she was growing up, she will try to get

love from her baby, rather than give
it," said Levin. “The baby doesn't give
love at first, and the mother is disap-
pointed. The situation leads to a poor
relationship.”

Fathers should be supportive of
mother and child from the first, he
said. They should understand the
mother’s crisises and trauma, and
spend time with their child.

BOYS AT ORCHARDS live there
weekdays attending Livonia schools
and return to homes throughout the
area on weekends. Presently they num-
ber nine. :

“The pregram could not operate as il
does without the support of the Livonia
schools,” said Levin. “We don't believe
in on-ground schools. All the kids here
g0 to public schools. It is an integra!
part of the treatment. We want them tc
feel as normal as possible.

“They are not retarded. They are
physically normal and academically
talented.

“The fact that the schools have
worked so closely with us for 17 years
allowed us to be as effective as we
are.”

A staff of 12, including seven coun-
selors, works with the nine residents. If
the ratio seems high, it is. Levin thinks
it's worth it. So does the National Coun-

peutic miliey,” he said. “Everything
that goes on is part of the daily treat-
ment plan.”

The Orchards prescription for recov-
ery is to be with the child for more than
an hour'’s quiet office visit. The staff
sees the the children when they play,
cat, go bowling, swim and do their
homework.

“WHEN WE SEE them at play we
see what’s wrong,” said Levin. “We
don't have to wait for a child to tell us
he can’t stand to lose at games or fail a
test, and therefore creates a distur-
bance allowing him to get away from
the situation.”

The Orchards staff watches the pat-
tern of behavior. They are there when
Tim provokes a fight or takes some-
thing away frdm someone without feel-
ing guilt or responsibility.

“We let him see he has a pattern of
behavior he can change,” said Levin.
“Hg has to accept his pattern, and he
does. Our staff is gentle in presenting it
to" the youngster in a non-adversary
way. Kids don't resent talking about
patterns. It's not put to them so they
have to defend or deny them. We are
sharing information.

“When the child sees the pattern, it is
an uplifting experience for him. That’s
because previously he saw his life as a
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AMERICA'S GREAT RADIO STATION

Getting
settled
made
simple.

New-town dilemmas fade after a WEL-
COME WAGON call.

As your Hostess, it's my job to help you
make the most of your new neighborhood.
Our shopping areas. Community opportu-
nities. Special at'-actions. Lots of facts lo
save you time and money. Plus a basket of
gilts for your tamily. I'lt be hstening for your
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cil, which also maintains another facili- thousand problems that occurred ran- e
ty offering psychological help, the Orc- domly and over which he had no con-
hards Outpatient Clinic, 24600 Green- trol.”
field, Royal Oak. [,
LEVIN SAID children at Orchards oo
“IF UNTREATED these kids will tend to look at situations as if they g
gravitate to kids like themsclves,” said ~ Were 2 years old instead of 10. “At 3, fe_@me /({({()IL
Levin. “Instead of getting rewards for losing is frightening,” he added. “The [
the positive things they do, they get boy regards his parents as gods. When
into a subculture which rewards nega- they reproach him he is afraid he might
tive behavior.” lose their love and something terrible el
‘That might involve jeining gangs, be- will happen.” ALL
coming shoplifters and vandals or en-
ggginggln a 33,-1er of hostile acts. Orchards Children’s Services can be 35 6- 7 7 20
“What we do here is create a thera- reached at 474-7700. -
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EVENING SERVICE 600pm
WEONESDAY BIBLE STUDY  700p m
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METHODIST CHURCH
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Sunday Servces 8 & 1030 AM
1928 Prayer Book
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165 E. Square Lake Road
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Warship 10:00 AM
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WARD UNITED PRESBYTER!AN CHURCH OF LIVONIA
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Worship & Sunday School 8:30, 10:00 & 11:30 a.m.
“Contributing to the Poor”
Dr. Bartlett L. Hess
7:00 PM
A Biblical Model for Leadership”

\ Rev. L. Edward Davis
Ordination and Installation of Elders & Deacons -
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CLARENCEVILLE UNITED METHODIST
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Adult Bible Study 10 A.M.
Youth Fellowship 10 AM.
Sunday School 11A.M.
Morning Worship 11 AM,

Lancs R. Jennings. Pastor
8526226 35804

S School
and Adun Education
2900 am
Worship at 1000 am

Ample Parking Nursery Care
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No Stairs Provided

The Orchard
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Sunday Service Broadcast
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST
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Ministers: James W. Wright « G. Bryn Evans
Douglas W. Vernan » Harold E. Weemhoff

Services: 8:30, 9:30 Nursery Care Provided
511AM. fl  Nursory Schook: Mon. thru Frl
School:9:30& 11AM, 9:00- 11:30 AM

!
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CHURCH |
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9:00 AM
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Frank B. Cowick
Minister
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7:30 pm - Thursday
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Ascension of Christ

EMMANUEL SALEM UNITED soension of Chs
GHURCH OF CHRIST utheran Churc
Lum;&“" CHURCH |} oayiang at Grand Fver, Farm 16935 W, 14 Mile
Lahser Road Brmingham
(st N, of 9 Mio) 8:00 am Chusch Schoot SUNDAY
Prone 3571848 10:15 am Divine Worship
T30 M ‘Church Schooi Rev. James A. Nelson, Minister Famiy Learning Hour 8 15 AM
1045 AM The Servicn Church Office - 472-6860 Morring Vorshup 10.30 A M
Acon Exandson Parsonage - 474-2044

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
BIRMINGHAM
131 Chester at Willits

SUNDAY SERVICES ........... )

SUNDAY SCHOOL
WEDNESDAY TESTIMONY MEETING

READING ROOM - 355 East Maple - 644-7935
Mon., Tue. 9:30-5:30 and 7-9; Wed., Sat. 8:30-5:30; Thur., Fri. 9:30-8

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
FRANKLIN-MEADOWLAKE

"Maple at Inkster
SUNDAY SERVICES ...coonvummivivuncnnns.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
WEDNESDAY TESTIMONY MEETING ...

READING ROOM - 4361 Orchard Lake Rd. - 851-7740
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-5:30; Thur., Fri. 10-9

(Christian Science Churches1

e 10:30 AM.
10:30 A.M.

Al 0oms.

v R
‘Child care facillties provided Sunday and Wednesday.

Allareinvited to attend a free Christian Sclence Lecture entitied
“Christ — The Light Shining in Darkness”
Lecturer: Robert W. Jeffery, C.S.

Monday, January 28 - 8:00 P.M.

First Ghurch of Christ Scientist Franklin-Meadowlaks, Maple at Inkster

Child Care Provided




