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Iceberg

Art auction draws the spenders

By CORINNE ABATT

After all the fanfare about the discovery of the
small version of Frederick E. Church's oil painting,
“;n\e Icebergs,” the actual sale of it came and went
suprisingly fast.

+ A buyer, identified only as a resident of suburban
Detroit, bid $225,000. Frank Boos' gavel hit the
block and the bidding was over.

Anyone who squeezed out of the crowded Stalker
& Boos lower level auction gallery in the Great
American Mall for a cup of coffee at the wrong
moment would have missed the early afternoon’s
big event.

“Boos, auctioneer and co-owner of the gallery, had
bgen busily selling items listed in the catalog and
addendum since 11 a.m. Silver buyers and specula-
tars turned out en masse to snatch up sterling silver
flatware and tea sets.

“After Boos had sold one Ogden Pleissner oil
painting for $4,000, a second Pleissner-for $2,500,a
William Russeil Flint watercolor for $4,000, a Zoc-
chi oil for $2,250 and passed by an Elihu Vedder oil,

he announced with barely a change of pace, “Num- .

ber 114"
There was a flutter of pages as audience mem-
bers doubled-checked the catalog.

BESIDE 114, it read “ *The Icebergs,’ oil on can-
vas, mounted on board, unsigned, painted circa
1859-1861: 10 inches by 18% inches. PROVE-
NANCE: Continual ownership within Church family
and presently property of the artist's great-grand-
son. Complete provenance with names and address-
es will be given to the successful bidder.” (Prove-
nance refers to history of ownership of a work of
art.)

The painting was brought to the auction platform
and the bidding opened at $100,000. Stalker was on
the phone at the right corner of the room handling
the out-of-town bids as he does at every auction.
Boos called for a jump to $175,000 in one leap and
go it and moved on rapidly to $225,000. That one,
too, came quickly. The audience sensing that it was
from one of those standing at the back of the room,
turned to watch but saw very little because of pre-
arranged signals between bidder and auctioneer.

After asking several times “Are you all done?” in
his typical auctioneer style, Boos brought down his
gavel and the sale was completed.

- Most of the back of the room standees left imme-
diately, several reportedly were there representing
qut-of-town bidders. A Stalker and Boos representa-
tive later said the actual buyer was present in per-

son.

Stalker & Boos, like many of the large, interna-
tlonal auction houses, sells on consignment and
charges both seller and buyer a flat 10 percent of
the sale. The buyer paid $247,500 for the painting
and the seller, a Birmingham resident, received
$202,500 from the sale.

Before the auction, Stalker & Boos estimated the
work would bring $300,000-$400,000, based in part
on the $2.75 million a larger Church painting of the
same scene brought last year at Sotheby Parke
Bernet in New York. The price, which included the
10 percent buyer's fee, is the highest ever paid for
an American work of art and the third largest for
any painting.

The larger “Icebergs,” nine feet by five feet, was
purchased by Lemar Hunt and given to the Dallas
Museum of Fine Arts. It was found hanging in an
English reform school and was a relatively un-
known work when it surfaced on the international
art scene Jast year.

Both paintings were done as a result of a trip
Church made in a 65-foot schooner to sketch ice-
bergs off the coast of Labrador in 1859.

The one sold Saturday, authenticated by Church
scholar David Huntington of the University of
Michigan who was in the auction audience, is con-
sidered a complete work rather than simply a study
for the larger one. :

In the small one, the wreck of a sailing vessel is
in the lower right foreground. There is a faint out-
line of the wreck in the center foreground indicat-
ing the artist changed his mind about the location.
1n the Dallas Museum work, the wreck is in the left
foreground. The mast in both paintings forms a
cross, a Church hallmark, for in many of his paint-
ings, either implied or obvious, there are symbols
of his religious faith. His paintings of the American
landscape also glorify the magnificance of the nat-
ural beauty of each scene with 2 slightly more sub-
tle, but clear statement about the Creator.

SIX OTHER paintings went on the block after
the Church painting was sold. An oil on canvas,
“Along the Road,” by Adolph Schreyer brought
$30,000. The bidding never got going on a still-life
with fruit by Andre Derain. “The Church at Clichy”
by J.F. Ratfaelli went for $14,000, “Natura Morte"”
by Gino Severini, cil on canvas, sold for $25,000,
Marc Chagall's 1910 “Portrait of V.M.” went for
$25,000 and a Montmartre street scene by Maurice
Utrillo was passed for lack of an appropiate bid.

‘The interest in silver is attributable in large part
to its rapid rise in value. Early this week, Birming-

. Food stamp
benefits up

Most households that -receive food
stamps will see an increase in the
amount of benefits they get beginning
this month.

The rise in food stamp amounts re-
flects changes in food prices surveyed
and published periodically by the US.
Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Food
Stamp Act requires semi-annual ad-
justments in the coupon allotments.
The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is

H used as the basis for these changes.
All food stamp recipients — except
. for ofe- and two-person households at
! the upper income levels — will benefit,
N said a spokesman for the Michigan De-
N partment of Social Services which ad-
ministers the federally sponsored pro-
! graminthisstate.

However, the amount of the increase
will vary with household size.

For example, a four-person house-
hold with a monthly net income of $150
will get food stamps worth $164 in Jan-
uary instead of the $159 they received
in December.

ham Stamps & Coins was paying around $40 a troy
ounce. The price fluctuates making it impossible to
quote an exact figure. *

And Boos pointed out in his comments about the

sterling silver pieces that they could be taken down

the street and sold for more than the auction price.
A sterling silver tea and coffee service, said to have
belonged to the late poet Edgar Guest, brought
$8,000. It weighed about 284 troy ounces.

Another silver coffee and tea service, about 253
troy ounces, sold for $6,500 and a third, 219 troy
ounces, sold for $5,500.

Stalker & Boos moved from the Penobscot Build-
ing in Detroit to Birmingham in 1968. That was also
the year of their first auction. The firm now holds
four auctions a year in its 300-seat national auction
gallery. Saturday, when that filled, the upstairs
rooms of the retail qutlet were fitted with a large
video screen and telephone hook-up.

Saturday’s sale of the Church painting was the
largest the firm has handled. Before that they had
set a new world record for bronzes by Frederic
Remington with the sale of “The Rattlesnakes” for
$93,500.

Update Series starts

“Close Encounters” will be the first
of the Update workshops to be held on
Wednesdays in Northwest Branch
YWCA, 25940 Grand River during the
coming term which starts the last week
in January.

Mike Best, local investigator for
Center for UFO Studies, in Evanston,
111, will discuss case studies of UFO re-
ports, show slides and tel} how to iden-
tify between an unidentified flying ob-
ject and an identified flying object.

The session runs from 10 am. to 3
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 30.

Best is also an investigative reporter

for Detroit News, an astronomy teach-
er, author, lecturer and founder of As-
tronomy Club of Livonia.

In his workshop, he will tell of the:

precise investigative methods used by
atrained scientist.

Registrations are being taken now
for all Update programs. Fee is $10 per- -
session for each of the four sessions in -
the series for non-members. Lunch is -
available from the Y salad bar for~

about $2.

Inquiries and registrations will be. -

taken by calling the ¥, 537-8500.

The YWCA is a Torch Drive Agency.
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Televisions At The LOWEST Possible

Prices.

Remember — At WALTERS When It Comes
. o Scooping Our Competitors — Our
SAVINGS Are Always I

puty

18-Lb. Capacity. Saves

FRIGIBAIRE HEAVY

HOME APPLIANGES

"We've Got The "Scoop”
On SAVINGS.”

At WALTER'S, We've Plenty Of Flavors To
Choose From And They're All Based On Our
e Selection Of NAME BRAND Appliances

And If Your Favorite Flavor Isn’t Listed On
This Page — Come Into One of WALTER'S
Four Locations Because We've Plenty Of
Other Selections To Choose From Which Are

Not Listed On This Page.

Control.

VENITH

REMOTE CONTROL
Computer Space
Command Color TV
bttt

=== *GET WALTERS GREAT PRICE
PLUS A *50 SAVINGS BOND WITH PURCHASE
These Zenith 19" Diagonal Color TV's Have Zoom

Conteal (Zoom Picture Is 50% Bigger) And Are
Available With Computer Space Command Remote

*Olfer Made By Radio Distributing — Offer Expires 33 80

119709

New,
c‘:-"ou,

| You Get $25 Instant Savings On These Selected
J Models. Jetclean Dishwasher, With Energy Saver
Drying Cycle. Mode! WU300. Heavy Duty Washer
Model A308. Bit éggg Dryer With Automatic Drying

Controt Mode!

pacit,

WASHER

Hot Water And Deter-
gent By Washing One
Big Load Instead Of

FREE DELIVERY
ON MOST "~
MAJOR APPLIANCES

‘CANTON
_39915 MICHIGAN AVE.

*4 Mite East of 1:275
728-9600

{iﬁﬁﬁ' Small Ones Range ]
15267

| LITTON MEAL-IN-ONE
MICROWAVE

21747 MICHIGAN AVE.

.+ 1 Mile West'Of Southfield

) /)

Cook With Microwave | | /)
Ve Baking O Brol- l‘”‘%\,’u
ing In The Same Oven. |
leaning, /A

And, 1t's Self-Cl

[

Touch Contral e Meat Probe
o Vari-Power o4 Memories -
Great Savings #1560

LIVONIA
34224 PLYMOUTH RD.
‘Al The Corner Of Stark Rd.

427-7310

563-1900

HOTPOINT
TWO BOOR
REFRIGERATOR

12 Cu. Fi. With Large Fuli Width
< Crisper. Fresh Food Compartment
Defrosts Automatically. CTA12CY

5277

CREDIT TERMS
AVAILABLE -

284-7111

ROL Color TV
NAME BRAND

19" Diagonal With Etectranic Tun-
er. Remote
i Channels Up Or Down And 3-Step
: Volume:On
¢ Labor Warranty. #998.

" SOUTHGATE _
13080 EUREKA RD.

: Biocks West of Fort St.

Control Changes
Off. 1 Year Parts &

OPEN DAILY
SAM -9P.M.

~ Livonia
Store Open
SUNDAYS |
12P.M.-5P.M.
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