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Laust for gold leaves little room
for keeping sentimental objects

By CRAIG PIECHURA

It’s not a pretty sight.

A Lathrup Village coin and gem ap-
praiser spends an hour after closing
with a pair of pliers and channel locks,
ripping up redeemed heirlooms.

Silver candlesticks, handed down

LaPonsa said. “If it's pure junk, not
family heirlooms, then I can see people
getting money for it. But if it's an heir-
loom, people should hold on to them.
You can never replace heirlooms. Mon-

ey’s no replacement for eraftsmanship

Inside the shop, boxes full of class
rings and wedding rings are placed
next to coffee cans full of silver coins.
Frilly, old-fashioned silver service sets
are worth no more on the scale than a
dirty dozen or so silver and gold dental

and artistry. fillings. All these items are stacked in
“I hear about all the sterling silver  Lush’s office walﬁng to be shipped to
silverware, bowls and Handy & Harman, in Chicago, the na-

from another are twisted
into unrecognizable shapes as the silver
is separated from the cheaper metal or
porcelein underneath. A wastebasket:
brims with knive handles and chunks of
broken porcelein.

A 1910 silver trophy cup engraved
with the words “Elks Reunion — De-
troit Motor Boat Club Regatta” is
weighed by coin dealer Ernst Lushona
triple-beam scale. It weighs close to 40
troy ounces silver. Lush was willing to
pay $1,080 for it Monday afternoon, a
price weil under the widely fluctuating
international silver standard.

People selling those above-men-
tioned candlesticks are receiving about
$250 a pair, said Lush.

TALK OF melted down artifacts
makes antique collectors like Mrs.
Florence LaPonsa, president of the
Southfield Historical Society wince.

[ think it’s kind of a sad thing,” Mrs.

wedding rings being -melted down. Or
they redeem an old grandfather watch.
It makes me sad. It's just greed.”

Lush disagrees. He says most items
being sold are obligatory gifts from
weddings or anniversaries “that just
collect dust in the basement.”

“Most people bringing in stuff like
silverware, candlestick holders, stuff
like that, are surprised at what they get
back,” Lush said. “They usually get
what they expect times two when they
discover they've got $1,500 worth of
jewelry they've been keepmg in their
basement.

“P'd say this vase was kind of pretty,”
says Lush. “You would too. But when I
tell you it's worth $350 you'd say ‘Je-
sus, it's not that pretty.’ "

On Monday and Tuesday crowds of
wide-eyed adults lined up inside and
spilled outside the doors of Lush’s shop
and other area coin shops. More were
selling than buying.

tion's largest precious metal fabricat-
ing and refining firm.

At Handy & Harman, pieces of silver
are assayed by spectrometers to deter-
mine purity and detect alloys. After
melting, the items are weighed and the
dealers who sent in silver will be paid
the current price. The backlog at gold
and silver refining companies causes
buyers like Lush some anxiety because
of the chance that the price will plum-
met. Lush said Monday his biggest

problem is busy signals when he tries
(o call gold and silver brokers.

TO ANYONE brought up with a fear
of immediate incarceration in the fed-
eral penitentiary for defacing, let
alone, melting US. currency, the sight

of bags full of silver coins on their way
to Handy & Harmon seems absolutely
sinful.

Relax. Private citizens can melt
down currency without a permit.

1t isn't even against the law to flat-
ten pennies on a railroad track, says
Robert Goff, legal counsel to the U.S.
Secret Service in Washington D.C.

“Fraudelent mutilation or deface-
ment of a coin is illegal,” Goff said.
“That means, for example, if you alter
the mint mark on a coin for numismiat-
ic. (coin collecting) value, you are
fraudulently mutilating currency.
Since melting silver coin and gold coins
is not done fraudulently it's legal. Mere
mutilation is no violation. The statute
(Section 331, Title 18 of the treasury
code) speaks only to fraudulent mutila-
tion.”

Goff says it’s illegal to make a two-
headed nickel or paste $20 corners on a
$1 bill for fraud purposes. But flatten-
ing pennies isn't a federal offense.

“Sure, I used to do it all the time,”
Goff admits. “Lay a penny on the track
and let a train run over it.”

Coin collectors warn people against
melting down silver, explaining that if
the silver market collapses, you'll at
least be able to buy a loaf of bread with
a coin. Not so with a lump of silver.

In case you're interested, you'd bet-
ter have a hot oven. Silver melts at a
temperature just above 1,761 degrees
Fahrenheit. .
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© Special Orders at

Sample Listing of Our
One of a Kind Closeouts

B 1. HENREDON Loveseat & Sofa

142 N. Center
4 doors So. of Dunlap
Downtown Northville

Expen remodelmg of your kitchen or bath can provide
more efficient and convenient use of your existing room.
Additions ® Patio Decks @ Complate Design Service
Ceramic Tile Work e Siding & Storm Windows e Total Modernization
Replace your metal windows with Quality Wood Sash Windows

Tite,_HoME IMPROV
‘oF METROPOLY

OPEN 9 - 6 Mon.-Fri.

Kitchens
and Baths

are nicest when
arranged for your
convenience

349-3344

State Lic. No. 38023 /

tasteful
experience...

1/2 OFF

SECOND DINNER
WITH PURCHASE OF
DINNER OF EQUAL

OR GREATER VALUE

with coupon valid till 2/15/80

* BANQUET FACILITIES «
«FINE BEER & WINE «
d + HOMEMADE BAKED GOODS»

%”RESTAURANT 3

N THE ORCHARD MALL
ORCHARD LAKE & MAPLE RDS.
WEST BLOOMFIELD = 851-8952
Opon 7 Days Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Sel. 3 Sun.'til 1a.m.

2. HENREDON Wing Chair
Exposed wood trim & legs. -
Bark Cover

3. HEIRLOOM Loveseats (pair}

Pearl Cover

B 4. Traditional Sofa & Loveseat
Custom Quilted Cover

Teakwood
6. NORWALK Sofa & Loveseat

Ripple
7. HICKORY Game table Chairs,
Caramel Cover (set of 4)

8. NORWALK Sofaand Loveseat

Gold Antique Velvet

LIVONIA
BUILDING MATERIALS CO.

12770 Farmington Rd.
937-0478

DRYWALL
NOW
AVAILABLE

4x8 | 4x10|4x12|4x14
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5.82

6.78

w2

3.88

7.38'

MON.-FRL 8-5

10.

S. of Schoolcraft Rd.

4211170, Buy Direct From The Manufacturer : Delicious Custom Quilt Cover
And Save Time & Money!! 14, HEIRLOOM Hide-AWay Sofa N
FORM|CA s oon door Indlvfldually Loose Pillow Back, Innerspring Matt.
handcrafted to fit the most . ™
30x96 unique size & shape 15. ll(.ROEHtLER Traditional Style Sofa &
« All doors made of sturdy welded ovesaa " 4 Quilted
AND construction with high quality Loose pillow with Quilte
g!
36x96 plating & lacquering for a lifetime
3’ SEN:CG& bfﬁutyh plack, 16. NORWALK Sofa, Herculon
» Your choice of finishes; blac
WHITE, WOODGRAIN antique brass & antlque copper. 17. PINEWALL UNITS
AND PATTERNS R Also, your choice of tempered 30" wide, 17" deep  Open shelf unit
80 SAVE UP TO 20% ON glass, clear, smoke or bronze. Door Ui
. oor Unit
Gsorr HEAT LOSS -
Full Arch Modsi up to 36 wide, as low as *289 Drop Lid

—
e— STEINHAUER

CUSTOM GLASS FIREPLACE
'ENCLOSURES

We repalr and have glass replacements for all
ypes and sizes of doors

P.0. Box 242, So. Lyon, Mi 48178

1.

12. MADDEN Traditional Sofa
Quilted Cover

13. NORWALK Traditional Sofa

ENTERPRISES =
437-3044

18.
Tapestry Cover

19. HIGHLAND OF HICKORY
Traditional Upholstered Chair

Jeans Ville

Fashion Centers

PRE-INVENTORY CLEARANCE
Now thru January 30th

400/ O orF

ENTIRE STOCK FOR GUYS & GALS
« SKIRTS » BLOUSES « BLAZERS
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FREE SPINAL
EXAMINATION
Danger Signals of

Pinched Nerves:

20. FLEXSTEEL Traditional Style

Upholstered Chairs (Pairs) only

All in Stock 30% off

. Headaches, Dizziness.

Blurred Vision

Neck Pain, Tight

Muscles, Spasms

. Shoulder Pain, Pain
Down Arms, Numbness
in Hands

. Pain Between Shoulders,
Difficult Breathing, Ab-
dominal Pains

5. Lower Back Pain, Hip

Pain, Pain Down Legs
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22.

Schrader’s
WINTER
Home Furnishings

Savings up to

50%

o All Merchandise in Store on Sale

@ Prompt & Courteous Free Delivery

Channeled quilted Briarwood Velvet

Ginger

Loose Pillow Back, Quilted Oyster

6. FLEXSTEEL,Genuine Leather Sofa,

Velvet Stripe, Cameo Be\ga & Sand

Beautiful Wildwood quilted Velvet Cover
9., HIGHLAND OF HICKORY Sofa

FLEXSTEEL, Traditional Chairs
Briarwood Velvet Cover (pair only)

HARDEN Loose Pillow Back Sofa

HEJRLOOM Attached Back Traditional Sofa

Antique Gold Velvet (Finest Quality}
21, AMERICAN DREW Cherry Dining Room
Oval Table w/2 Leaves
Buffet w/Glass Top China 9 1 5
Queen Anne Side Chairs

Queen Anne Arm Chairs

DIXIE Italian Provincial Bedroom Set
Triple Dresser, Mirror, Chest, Headboard

23. HARDEN Solid Cherry Living Room Tables

2
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Sale Prices

Regular
Price

2414,

975.

1638.

1100.
2280.

1445,
880.

1441,

810.
900.
999.
879.

825.
1159.

*1399.

550.
895.§

699.
1350.

995.
595.
895.
499.§
450.

499,
449
450.

549.8

1284.
565.
195.

249.
299.

750
350.)

119.8
169.

Cover

Tweed

Desk Unit

295. 189,

{Ladies Size)

900.
554.

490.

387.
640,
170. 119§

180.

1099. 699,

Many Styles Reduced 20% to 30%

« SWEATERS « OUTERWEAR
+ SUITS « SPORTCOATS

1 /3 OFF e sizs
Guys & Gals
FASHIONS JEANS & CORDS

Why FREE? Thousands of area residents have spine
related problems which usually respond to chiroprac-
tic care.
This is our way of encouraging you to find out if you
have a problem that could be helped by chuopracuc
care. It is also our way of acquainting you with ‘our
smff and facilities.
includes a of 4 standard tests

for evaluating the spine and a contour analysis photo
as shown above.

While we are accepting new patients, no one need
feel any obligation. Almost all health insurance
policies cover chiropractic care.

Dr. Walter S. Gross
Chiropractic Physician

24, AMERICAN DREW Cherry Bedroom Suite
Double Drasser, Mirror, Chest, Headboard

880. 599,

Above items are Subject 10 Prior Sale.
All Sales Final

Schrader’s
Home Furnishings

111 N. Center (Sheldon)

Fashion Centers

PRELAKEMALL  KINGSWOOD CENTER MELODY PLAZA . i .
OchardlakeRosd WML‘;?R;@G 1%?:’;;": 27620 Five Mile Road Northville 349-1838
at Lone Piné Road qulakefoet oomonanrs 11 \iie Road Livonia, Michigan 48154 427-6333 i .
Mon-Frl 107 10-0 Mon.-Frl. 0-78at nFamington Hils ” ) ) «c Man, Tues, Thur,, Fri. 99 Closed Wednesday Sines
sat. 107 10788 teegun,  Femingiontt Plesse call for a0 appointment and bring a copy of this o
Sun. 125 12.58un, 107 e 205 Sun. sanouncement with you.
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