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Bobo sings blues
in Birmingham

Bobo Jenkins has been singing the
blues for more than a half-century, and
come the Winter Carnival he will be
singing them in Birmingham.

“Blues will fit you when you're hap-
py. Blues will fit you when you're sad,”
Jenkins said.

Alabama-born and a resident of De-
troit since the 1940s, Jenkins has made
a name for himself with the blues. He
will star in a blues concert at 2 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 3, at the Bloomfield The-
atre, as part of the Birmingham Winter
Carnival.

Ron Kovacs, who brought the Bloom-
field Theatre back to life 14 weeks ago,
is delighted by the prospect of Jenkins'
appearance.

KOVACS HAS TWO goals for his
theater. He thinks there’s a need for
“alternative entertainment. It can still
be quality.”

Mainly, the Bloomfield Theatre is of-
fering movies, for §1. “The movies are
a little older,” he acknowledges. But
Kovacs ‘also wants to provide “top
quality local entertainment, like
Bobo.”

The concert, with Jenkins singing
and playing the blues on his guitar,
may also present other blues perform-
ers he will bring along. In addition, the
Straw Hat Band, part of the Birming-
ham Community Band, will perform.

Dr. Michael Whitty, a professor at
the University of Detroit, loves the
blues and has helped find locales to
spread the musical message and pro-
mote interracial fellowship.

Whitty approached Kovacs after the
Bloomfield Theatre owner had present-
ed a bluegrass concert at the movie
house in December. He thought Kovacs
might like to “bring the blues to Bir-
mingham,” and he was right.

]

WHITTY SAYS the blues is “gut mu-
sic, feeling music, or heart music.” He
also emphasizes that “this was the root
of rock and roll.”

He defines the blues as presently “a
high school young white person’s music

. principally.”

Bobo Jenkins is the man behind the
Detroit Blues Festival, which will be
presented for the ‘fourth year on a
three-day weekend in September.

According to Whitty, the Detroit
Blues Festival is a remnant of the Ann
Arbor Blues and Jazz Festival. It's the
only musical form offered as an ethnic
festival, he said.

Jenkins explained the relationship
between biues and jazz by saying,
“jazzed-up blues, they named it jazz. It
all comes out from blues. Blues is the
roots.”

Jenkins started playing the harmoni-
ca at age 5 in Forkland, Ala. He played
the harmonica while he sang the blues
up until 1954 when eight of his teeth
were broken after another car struck
his automobile.

Detroit will host the first North
American Montreux International Jazz
Festival over a five-day Labor Day
weekend next summer with activities
centered on the riverfront and nearby
downtown concert halls.

The internationally acclaimed festi-
val will open its 14th season in Mon-
treux earlier in July with a salute to
Detroit. A contingent of Detroiters will
be on hand to announce final plans for
the Montreux-Detroit Festival.

Among those will be Livonian Don
Lupp, chairman of the music depart-
ment at Henry Ford Community Col-
lege in Dearborn. Lupp is the North
American representative for the Mon-
treux Jazz Festival and was instrumen-
tal in bringing the festival to Detroit.

Detroit Mayor Coleman A. Young,
who made the announcemént at histor-
ie Music Hall, site for many of the jazz
performances, said, “The Montreux-
Detroit International Jazz Festival has
the potential to become a prestigious
annual event for our city.”

“Detroit will be a festival city and
the place to be during Labor Day week-
end in the United States, drawing inter-
national visitors to share our hospitali-
ty and enjoy outstanding jazz perfor-
mances in one of the jazz capitols of
the world.”

CONCERTS WILL BE centered at
the Philip A. Hart Plaza, Detroit Plaza
Hotel, Music Hall Center for the Per-
forming Arts and other downtown loca-
tions.

Joining Detroit officials for the an-
nouncement were Raymond Jaussi, a

Montreux economic delegate who
represented Montreux Mayor Jean-
Jacques Cevey, Michel Ferla, adminis-
trative director of the Montreux Tour-
ist office; and Robert McCabe, presi-
dent of the Detroit Renaissance Foun-
dation, which is sponsoring the festival
in cooperation with the Detroit Plaza
Hotel, Music Hall Center for the Per-
forming Arts and the Defroit Council
for the Arts.

The Northwestern High School Jazz
Ensemble, led by Ernie Rodgers, per-
formed. Rodgers and the ensemble par-
ticipated in Festival 13 last summer in
Montreux.

In a personal letter to Mayor Young,
read at the briefing, the Montreux
mayor linked the two cities while tak-
ing special note of Detroit’s musical
heritage. )

“What a wonderful adventure for
Montreux to be associated with one of
the most important metropolitan cities
in the United States, whose roots in jazz
music are so strong” wrote Mayor
Cevey. “We are sure that the Mon-
treux-Detroit festivals will have all the
success they so greatly deserve.”

THE SWISS FESTIVAL began 13
years ago and annually attracts the top
performers in jazz, blues, rock and gos-
pel to the festival setting in the Swiss
Alps on lake Geneva. For the 20 days of
the festival, the Montreux population
swells from 16,000 to 80,000.

Detroit officials believe the Mon-
treux-Detroit festival will have the
same dramatic effect in the Motor
City.

McCabe reported that final arrange-
ments for sites and concert schedules
should be completed by late spring. The
five-day event will feature both-free
and ticketed concerts, he said, and.will
include performances by noted Detroit
jazz artists and high school and univer-
sity jazz bands, as well as international
music stars.

The festival is being planned around
several major themes, including the
best of Dixieland; Jazz of the Ameri-
cas, featuring North and South Ameri-
ca's jazz greats; Motown Sounds; Big
Bands; and jam sessions at Hart Plaza.

During the entire festival there will
be free public performances at Hart

Plaza and other downtown locations.

The Swiss and American festivals
will be jointly promoted. A festival
poster has already been designed by
Karen Magdalen Ringer, a student at
the Center for Creative Studies in De-
troit. The design will become the offi-
cial symbol of the festival and will ap-
pear on all other promotional iterns.

“The Montreux-Detroit International
Jazz Festival is another important step
forward for the Renaissance City,” said
Mayor Young. “It will bring further
recognition of our ability to host major
conventions and boost otr attraction as
an exciting place to visit and enjoy the
true spirit of our people.”

Cedar Point slates
auditions for shows-

First-hand experience in the enter-
tainment business is not easily ob-
tained, but it is guaranteed for the 150
people who will be selected to perform
in Cedar Point’s live shows this sum-
mer.

“Audition 1980,” a six-state audition
tour conducted by members of Cedar
Point’s Live Shows Department, will
begin with registration from 12:30-3:30
pan., and auditions beginning at 1 p.m.,
Jan. 31.in Farmington Hlls at the Holi-
day Inn on W. 10 Ten Mile Road at the
1-96 (Grand River Avenue) exit.

Cedar Point, the amusement/theme

park in Sandusky, Ohio, produces 16
shows. There are five in-park theaters
staging 13 shows exemplifying several
different types of music, including
iile, Dixieland,
and bluegrass, and three groups of
strolling musicians who roam Cedar
Point's midways. The groups are some-
times joined by the Cedar Pointers,
four fuzzy-costumed canine characters.
During the summer those chosen to
perform at Cedar Point will do 350-700
shows. This, according to Live Shows
Manager Marjory Cronenwett, pro-
vides excellent experience for the en-
tertainers.

YOU CAN'T contrel the
with broken teeth, he said, and eveatu-
ally switched over to guitar to lead his
rmusical group.

Jenkins writes his own music and
Iyrics, and a girl does the scoring for
him, writing down “what I play.”

The first song Jenkins recorded was
“Democrat Blues,” at the time Eisen-
hower was elected to the presidency.
The song talked about how the “Demo-
crats put you on your feet,” and then
went on to talk about the Republicans.

“J had some calls asking me if I was
putting out a political song,” he said.
He didn't realize he was, at the time,
Jenkins now declares. But the song was
“a smash hit.”

EN TC THE PUBLIC,
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OPEN DAILY & SAT. TIL 5:30

Last chance to save 50%
on a $40 or $50 perm.’

Ends Sat.!

626-9100. $167,900.

on private
acreage with flowing stream and foot-
bridge. Rustic 3 bedroom, 2%: bath
Ranch with cathedral ceilings, family
room, 2-way fireplace, Central Air.

CONTEMPORARY!
tamily room has fireplace to top of ca-
thedral ceiling, opens to wood deck.
Library plus 4 bedrooms, ceramic
foyer, wood thermo
1977. 851-8100. $164,900."

A

Large dramatic

DEEP IN THE WOODS. In-town retreat
near Birmingham conveniences. Au-
thentic, spacious Williamsburg Cape
Cod with 3,000 sq. ft. of custom ap-

Born in

super new

kitchen.Over % acre.646-6000.$184,900.

SUBSTANTIAL Southern Homestead
in prime Farmington Hills area. Enjoy
notwax island kitchen, big first floor
taundry, comfortable fireplaced family
room, Central Air, premium lot.

626-9100. $124,900.

81G 4 BEDROOM, 2% bath Ranch with
fireplaced family room and rec room
in walk-out basement. Rlus new en-
closed porch. On rolling treed lot in
private Farmington Hills area.

626-9100. $112,900.

EXCLUSIVE Centaur Farms Condo is
newly decorated in neutral tones, of-
fers library or third bedroom, 2%
baths, fireplace, Central Air, 2 car at-

2500 SQ.

includes second floor tireplaced fami-
ly room or fifth bedroom, second floor
laundry, huge fireplaced family room

fonial

MONUMENTAL Showplace in presti-
gious Covington by the Lake. Library
oft ceramic foyer, fireplaced family
room with wet bar and wood deck.

intercom. Bloomfield Hills

SPACIOUS COMFORT on near acre of
trees with custom 4 bedroom Ranch.
Enjoy 2 fireplaces in living and recre-
ation rooms, large kitchen, dining

on first floor. Rochester! 651-8850.
$107,500.

Our $50 top of the line wave, now 25.00
Our $40 famous brand perm is only 20.00
Or, $27.50 UniPerm is on sale for 17.50
Your kind of perms at our kind of price!

Haircuts 1/2 price with these specials; tinted.
bleached, or long hair, slightly higher.

tached garage with openers. 851-8100.
$105,900.

room, newer furnace, Central Air.
626-9100. $109,300.

Ster, Hyt.

t
7912000 254.

Ann Arbor it
971-2750 7674400

" FIRST OFFERING! Nicely treed execu-

tive Ranch offers 3 bedrooms, 1%
baths, family and rec rooms, fireplace,
wet bar. Move-in condition. Prime
Farmington Hills area. 626-9100.
$87,900.

SHARP Southfield home on farge lot
has 4 bedrooms, family room with gas
fireplace, screened porch plus Cen-
tral Air, beautifully finished rec room.
557-6700. $95,900.

It’s cold outside!

Want to know a good way
to warm up?

Start planning your
Caribbean Holiday now!
Call the

Observer & Eccentric
Travel Desk at 591-2300
Ext. 244 for details.

CUSTOM-BUILT Farmington Hills
Ranch offers lovely fireplaced living
room, first floor laundry, 3 bedrooms,
2'%: baths, gas barbecue plus mint
condition. 557-6700. $93,900.
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Need to get away? |

ACREAGE in Rochester with 3 bed-
room, 1% bath Ranch, a short walk
from Stoney Park. Includes wood win-
dows, slate foyer, basement, 2% car
garage. 651-8850, $68,000. .

FANTASTIC ‘Beverly Hills home fea-
tures 2 bedrooms, 1% baths, large
table space in kitchen, possible in-Jaw
suite, fireplace, family room and
more. 557-6700..$71,500. N

SOUTHFIELD presents lovely 3 bed-
room Colonial with 1% baths, fire-
placed family room, finished rec
-room, kitchen with breakfast area and
lots of storage. 557-6700. $72,800.

" @BIRMINGHAM @ BLOOMFIELD HILLS - @ WEST BLOOMFIELD

Callour

O velDese 646-6000 647-5100 ~851-8100
591-2300 Ext. 244 G T : . ©® ROCHESTER.
g” lrt'fOYma"OH ' @ FARMINGTON HILLS— - @SOUTHFIELD— 651-8850 R/

@ m(]:a?r;gbe;n And We Mean Everything! " FRANKLIN - LATHRUP VILLAGE ® TROY
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