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Lahser's Gienn Cross closely guard:

s Rice center Judd Hart during the defensive battle.

By DENNIS O'CONNOR

Brutal — that's the only word that
could describe the defensive war on the
basketball court between Birmingham
Brother Rice and Bloomfield Hills
Lasher Tuesday night.

1t was “Generals™ Bill Norton, lead-
er of the Warriors, against brother-in-
law Nick Conti, the head of the Knights,
matching stategic warfare all night at
the Rice gym.

In the end, it was three clutch free
throws by Rx:es Brian Brennan in the
final 19 seconds that thwarted a late
Lahser attack, giving the Warriors a
45-43 victory in the first of possibly
two big battles.

For now, the Warriors have won a
battle in grabbing this non-league
game. But the real war may occur in
the first week in March when these two
top squads in southern Oakland County
are likely to meet again in district
competition of the state tourzament.

The victory for Rice extended its
winning streak to 10 games. The state-
ranked Warriors have no time to rest,
however, as they bring their 10-2
record into the Detroit Catholic Central
gymnasium for a Catholic League Cen-

tral Division rematch with the arch-ri-
val Shamrocks Friday night. Rice beat
€C, 58-53, earlier this month.

Things won't be any easier for the
Knights, either. Lahser must stay on
the road and face a rematch with
Southfield-Lathrup, which is riding a
five.game winning streak after an
emotional 66-65 Tuesday night victory
over arch-rival Southfield High.

Lathrup’s 5 surprise Southfield

By BOB GROSS

Tuesday night's game between ar-
chrivals Southfield-Lathrup and South-
field High was as close as the 66-65
score indicated.

Lathrup didn't get the winning points
until Greg Seach made a turn around
jumper from the lane with 10 seconds
left.

“We wanted it to go inside,” said
Lathrup coach Jim Kourtakis. “We
didn't care if it went to Seach or to

(Mel) Tucker, but we wanted it defi-
nitely to go inside, and if we couldn't
get it in, we wanted (Jim) McKnight to
take the jumper.”

McKnight, who led Lathrup with 19
points, was deadly from the outside the
entire game. He had pulled Lathrup to,
within striking distance, 65-64, with a
18-footer from the corner with 43 sec-
onds left.

After Seach's field goal, the Chargers
were still far from wrapping the game
up. They had to sweat out the final
eight seconds with the ball in South-
field's possession. Vince Bean threw up
a desperation 35-footer at the buzzer
that missed, and the Chargers could fi-
nally breathe easy.

Southfield had its chances at the end

~of the game. Guard Paul Chaben
brought the ball upcourt quickly, but he
penetrated too far to the right of the
basket. Lathrup trapped Chaben and

forced him to throw it back outside to

off lhe bat in the fourth quarter as
cut the Lathrup lead to 55-48

Bean for the

THE TEAMS STARTED the game as
if they were going to play give and take
with the lead all night. Southfield final-
1y pulled out to a 12-11 margin with
1:47 remaining in the first quarter on a
basket by Dave Sucher. The Jays added
to that lead and were up by six, 18-12,
at the first-quarter buzzer.

Lathrup came alive in the second
quarter thanks to a full-court press.
The Chargers forced Southfield to turn
the balt over, outscored the Jays 25-10,
and took a 37-28 halftime lead.

“The  press has been doing a good job
for us,” said Kourtakis. “That took us
from six down to nine up, and 1 think
that was the difference.”

Southfield coach Greg Sliwka was
well aware of the effectiveness of the
press.

“It shook us up in that second guar-
ter,” -said Sliwka. “It should've never
bothered us.

“This type of a game anything can
bother you, and that’s what happened
probably.”

Lathrup increased its lead by two,
55-44, in the third quarter. Southfield,
however, showed signs of renewed vig-
or in the quarter. Vincent Bean hit the
period's last shot with five seconds left,
setting the stage for what was to come.

Bean and Byron Greer scored right
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before one minute expired.

Craig Reid had four chances to add
to the Charger lead at the free throw
line, but he made only two of four at-
tempts. Greer got those points back for
Southfield with a field goal at 6:05.

Paul Bobbitt missed the front end oi
a one-and-one at 5:49. Bobbitt was
fouled again, this time while in the act
of shooting, and missed b.th free
throws at 5:35.

Southfield lost no time in taking ad-
vantage of Lathrup's lapse at the free
throw line. Baskets by Eric Smith and
John Piper cut the lead to 57-54 at 4:46.

Twenty-eight seconds later, at 418,
Piper stole the ball, made a layup, and
was fouled. He hit the free throw, and
Southfield had finally caught Lathrup.

“In the last quarter,” said Kourtakis,

“we let them come back on us. We
couldn’t make our free throws. They
were fouling us, we couldn't get into
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the flow of the offense like we had in
the third quarter. We couldn’t get in the
flow of the offense because they were
[uulmg us and we weren't knocking
them in. If we had knocked a few of
those in early there. . .

“They made a heck of a comeback,”
Kourtakis continued, “a heck of a
comeback, give them a lot of credit.
Their kids played a real tough ball
game.”

“We started to play,” was how Sliwka
explained his team's comeback. “The
kids were a little more patient, they
played our game. It could've went ei-
ther way.”

AFTER PIPER TIED the game,
Seach took the ball inside and gave
Lathrup a 59-57 lead. Darryl Darden
came back for Southfield with a tip-in.
McKnight hit the front end of a one-
and-one and Lathrup had a 60-59. Dar-
den answered with another tip and
Southfield regained the lead.

Rlce' cagers sllp past Lahser in 45—43 thriller

Lahser, unbeaten in the Metro Subur-
ban Association, defeated the second-
place Chargers in December. It is
Lathrup's only league loss of the year.

“We've got to go over there (to
Lathrup), and we've got to play,” said
Conti. “We're going to do all our crying
tonight and get ready to go to work to-
morrow,” he said after the heartbreak-
ing Rice loss.

THERE WAS NO crying in the War-
riors’ lockerroom, even though Rice
saw its 35-27 third-quarter lead dimin-
ish in the final eight minutes.

Rice held the upperhand most the

game after solving Lahser's half-court
trap press with eight straight points to
start the second quarter, giving the
Warriors a 21-12 advantage.
. Rice was able to maintain a six- to
eight-point margin for the second and
third quarters before the Knights ral-
lied in the final 5% minutes.

Lahser cut a seven-point defecit to
only ane point, 42-41, with 4:34 left in
the game when Rice slowed down the
pace and sat on the ball for the next
3% minutes.

Lahser's Steve Hirsch almost got a
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steal at the 1:01 mark, but the Warriors
maintained control until Brennan was *
fouled with 19 seconds left.

He sank both free throws on a one-
an-one situation to give Rice a 44-41°
lead, but Lahser's top scorer, Tim"
Waun, answered with a bucket only
seven seconds later to bring Lahser
back within one, 44-43.

But Brennan, whose 17 points tied.’
him with Waun for scoring honors, was
fouled again with five seconds left.
Brennan made the first of two free. .
throws to end the scoring. Lahser never -
got off a final shot after grabbing the
rebound on Brennan's missed free I
throw. .

_ “WE JUST HAD a little trouble scor-
ing (in the fourth quarter)” Norton
said. “We had trouble with their man-
to-man. We don't see it that many .
times. Most teams play a zone against

us.
“We had the scoring opportunties —
we just didn’t seem to find them.”
Rice's stingy man-to-man defense -
was nothing to ignore, either, as it held ~
Lahser to only 19 first-half points and *
27 through the first three quarters.

. MODEL GS409D |-

$1 85°°

MODEL GS458D

%19500

INSTALLED
DIGITAL
CONTROLS

1YEAR WARRANTY

5-9079
WEST BLOOMFIELD
TROY-PONTIAC

PISTONS

with
TOM HEMINGWAY

EXPRESS
with
JIM FORNEY

WJRmdi676

oUAs

up to six hours!

30825 Greenfield, at 13 Mile

24455

)
NOW

AP

“ DAILY

5 Perfectas
3 Trifectas
including
$6.00 Box

For Cl

Northville

Factory Fresh
oNLY$14%° ... owns
6 hour tape POST TIME
llnlmum?ulrth“;: NIGHTLY 8 pm
g (except Sunday)

Dining Reservations

THRU
DOUBLE

lubhouse

A it 3900t §

) & Sears
8| LINCOLN PARK
32| SHOPPING CENTER
. SOUTHFIELDA DIX

SPACE AVAILABLE

Join Sears and 32 other fine
stores in this outstanding

for more information call. ..

MONETARY INVESTMENT ADVISORS

ADVANCE SALE - SAVE 50°
Buy $3 tickets for $2.50
thru Feb 14 at Metro Hudson
and Sears stofes

WEST EIGHT MILE ABMO

* NEAR NORTHLAN

s o

o i w3 [
3100 5 073 ucer Fee aver
S oz 6220 0 51 0

LINCOLN PARK. MICHIGAN

SHOPPING
CENTER
EXPANSION

shopping center

(313) 569-4645

HAROLDT. STULBERG

Everything you've ever needed to enjoy the watef. Over 8 acres of exhibl- Call 349-1000
tion Space displaying the very latest in cruisers, Saitboats. fishing gear and
more. It’s all brand new and it's all for sale.
HOURS; Saturdays: Noon-10 P.M.. Sundays: NoonD P.M. Manday: 3-10
P.M.. Tuesday through Friday: 4.
ROMISSION. Adults $3.50. Cridren s, |Zyearss| 50. Senior Citizens $1.50.
Tne Gredter Michigan the Michigan

oking basting bercer 1 Michizan

°

SNOWMOBILE CLOTHING SALE

40% oFr
LIST PRICE

MID-WINTER SALE

<9

- _“,’“'CP’
= — Replace 1S YOUR GARAGE DOOR
NIDW%gTALRIAVEN pEBITDSmNIT that tired | |Jde/ L« A PAIN INTHE BACK?
N ND WALLE SoEnaef od Garsee Now:
oo T o OllghDoor NOW! 2nd TRANSMITTER
SNOWMOBILE With the NEW Raised Panel FREE!

[s1amir]

+Won't warp, swell of rol.

suITs

-St
.TOP $$ FOR el styiod in S8 \emeo Garage Door Opener
long-lasting steel. Callus fot fan pain eein feom belky, hwed
SAVE SILVER COINS + Priced to please. ohird o e door
0" By MODEL #5010T1
10 - 40% | ywhen applied toward i o J Feioseae,
ON ALL ACCESSORIES merchandise $ 95 ° GARAGE DOOR
[ONE-PIECE Em;osssu SECTIONAL EMBOSSED 1 OPENER
Wo have a oomplera line of Raven, Midwest, and Walls anawmob/llng clamlng at 167 Installed 18x7 Installed 3385 Oprs o e o, e on gt Pro- .
low prices, Sizes from childrens 3 to adult 5X. We siso ha, 87 Installed $972 | [ox7 Instatted_ $165 e B haae ey o
mraulsamoodselacﬂonalboors, gloves, helmm&anlol - TANLEY S m‘m“p:' o
¢ Also Available in 18x7 and 97 sizes o rmos, - rcnlogy.Sefry
Free Estimate Digtl convets

RECREATIONAL LEISURE CORP.
SNOWMOBILE CLOTHING DISCOUNT STORE

' :;Lsusnfgaugfuiﬁ? DOOR 0.

30717 WEST 10 MILE ROAD WHILE SOUTHRIELD,
ST & U™ 666-9595 ik
SALE STARTS MON, 1-21-80 Sat, 9.4 TS S -Sat.

MIDWEST DOOR SALES, INC.

O&E




