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Things may be going better with cocaine

A_pnivmsity of Michigan study indicates that
marijuana use among American high school stu-
dents may be leveling off for the first time in more
than a decade.

. At the same time, cocaine use among high school
students is increasing at an accelerating rate, and
the use of inhalants has also been rising.

Each year since 1975, scientists at the U-M's Jno-
stitute for Social Research have surveyed a repre-
sentative national sample of about 17,000 seniors
enrrolled in 130 public and private schools around
the country.

A number of important national trends revealed
in the study appear in two new volumes available
from the sponsoring agency, The National Institute
on Drug Abuse. The titles are: “Drugs and the Class
of '78” and “1979 Highlights: Drugs and the Na-
tion's High School Students.”

The authors — U-M social psychologists Lloyd
Johnston, Jerald Bachman, and Patrick O'Malley
— note that since 1975, daily or near-daily use of
marijuana had been rising at an alarming rate,
nearly doubling from 6 percent in 1975 to 11 per-
cent in 1978.

In 1979, however, this increase abruptly halted
— a change which may be attributable to the in-
creased attention given by the media and govern-
ment officals to the potential hazards of regular
use, the researchers say.

THAT INTERPRETATION is supported by the
fact that significantly more high school seniors in
1979 than in 1978 believe that regular marijuana
users run a “great risk” of harming themselves, the
rvesearchrs say. Also the proportion of seniors say-
ing they personally disapprove of regular use of the
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There has been a substantial
and accelerating increase in
the use of cocaine. The annual
rate of use doubled from 6
percent in 1975 to 12 percent in
1979, while the proportion using
cocaine in the previous month
tripled from 2 percent in 1975 to
6 percent in 1979.

[
drug has becn increasing gradually over the past

two years.

“A change in the availability of marijuana defi-
nitely does not explain the leveling off.” the re-
searchers conclude, “since fully nine out of 10
seniors in 1979 felt they could get marijuana fairly
easily — a proportion which as remained stable
since the middle of the decade.”

The U-M researchers point out that while the
rate of marijuana use may be level for this age
group, it is level at a rather high rate. In the most
recent 1979 survey, at least 60 percent of the
seniors had tried marijuana; half had used it in the
prevous 12 months and over one-third (37 percent)
had used it in the month prior to the servey.

More important, say the authors, is the fact that
one in every 10 seniors is using it almost every day.
Daily or near-daily use is substantially lower
among females (7 percent) than among males (13
percent), and lower among those planning on four
years of college (7 percent) compared with those
who are not (13 percent).
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The U-M researchers report that although mari-
juana use increased appreciably during the last
half o the 1970s, the porportion of young people
going behond marijuana to other illicit drugs has
not changed appreciably over the same interval —
a fact which tends to refute the notion that mari-
juana involvement necessarily leads to the use of
other drugs.

IN THE CLASS of 1975, some 26 percent report-
ed illicitly using one or more other drugs during the
year; in the class of 1979 that number was only two
percentage points higher. But for specific illicit
drugs, more dramatic changes have been taking
place.

There has been a substantial and accelerating in-
crease in the use of cocaine, the authors found. The
annual rate of use doubled from & percent in 1975
to 12 percent in 1979, while the proportion using
cocaine in the previous month tripled from 2 per-
cent in 1975 to 6 percent in 1979.

Other drugs showing evidence of increased popu-
larity over the Ist several years are inhalants and
amphetamines. Nearly one-fifth of the seniors have
used an inhalant at some time. Amyl and butyl ni-
trites — inhalants known on the street by such
names as “snappers” and “poppers” — have been
tried by one in every nine seniors. .

Several classes of drugs have been showing a
gradual decline: these are the sedatives, tranquiliz-
ers, and heroin. the proportion of seniors reporting
any experience with heroin has dropped by one-
half, from 2.2 percent in 1975 to 1.1 percent in 1979,

The use of opiates other than heroin has re-
mained relatively unchanged ince 1975, and the use
of hallucinogens has stabilized after a period of de-
cline.
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Fall-winter stock from our three stores has
been consolidated for this fantastic sale.
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Compleately installed!

Carpet Concepts can
show you how io
take the hassle out
of buying carpet.

WE DON'T BLAME YOU for feeling tired, frusirated, i
You're entitled o get exactly what you'want — when you want it. And, you deserve “concemed” attention
and respect. No wonder so many people are telling their friends — about CARPET CONCEPTS!

GULISTAN'S. RICH- CUT :& LOOP,
3 w0y

“ehromazone” process offers|
choess and ister. 1005

N rylon wear-guarseteed for

COI:)RS! ’ years.
Completely Installed!

Open Daily 9:30 to 6 p.m.
Mon. & Thurs. ‘il 9 p.m.

6555
Telegraph Read
at Maple

Next to Frank's Nursery

644-0230

The Oakland County Irish Studies Institute

offers a course in

IRISH HISTORY

@ Thursday from 7 PM to 9 PM

© Birmingham Seaholm High School (144 &
Cranbrook)

@ Beginning FEB. 7 for 10 wecks

@ No Prior Registration necessary

@ Also at a time & place to be determined:

Courses in Irish Literature

and Great Books

For further information please call or write:

Patrick McDunn

20 W. Lake Angelus

Pontiac Twn. MI 48055

332-4163
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STEARNS & FOSTER

Bedding Sale with all the features of

and Foster's Top of the Line bedding:
Double off-set coil springs, weight bal-

anced units and no sag seat edge
construction. Afl units are uphol-

stered in beautiful damask
covers, quilted of course.

SALE ENDS
FEBRUARY 3 <2

YOU SAVE
$80 to $150 per set'
on these AR
LUXURY FIRM SETS S

This beautifully upholstered unit has
all the features mentioned above
plus the mattress has a layer of
Dacron on the top and bottom for a
more luxurlous sleeping surface.

Reg. Price
Twin Size ea. piece  $169.95
Full Size ea. piece ~ $199.95
Queen Size Set $479.95
$699.95

King Size Set

Also included in this sale-bed-
ding with all the features of our
most popular top of the line
bedding. Costly double off-set
coil springs are used, available
in extra firm or super firm. All
units are covered with a beau-
tiful quilted damask tick.

YOU SAVE
60 to *80 per set

Reg. Price

Twin Size ea. piece $159.95
{ Full Size ea. piece  $179.95
Queen Size Set $429.95
King Size Set $699.95

X FoAgin
STEWART GLENN CO.
“YOUR FULL SERVICE STORE
has no extra charge for

Courteous Delivery Service
G Storeside Parki

ion these super firm or extra firm sets )

Stearns

Sale Price
$129.95
$159.95
$399.95
$549.95

Sale Price
$119.95
$149.95
$369.95
$519.95

PREMIUM QUALITY BEDDING SALE

Here once again is Stearns and Foster's Premium

Ask our Interior Designers
tohelpyou with
your decoraling probiems.

Usa our 4 Pay Plan (nainterest
‘or use your Master Charge




