You say I'm stubborn when I'm real-
ly simply determined. This cliche helps
us laugh at ourselves so our persistence
isn't abrasive. We certainly need that
sense of humor now.
National policy regarding hostages
in Iran has made us wait in a seeming-
ly helpless posture. We have not been
jcomfortable, but we have approved, in
la strikingly bi-partisan support of our
leaders.

Events are either teaching us new
ipatience or uncovering a calm steadi-
lness we didn’t know we had. Our self

* lunderstanding leans more toward ac-

tivism and impatience to produce re-
lsults. A new image is appearing in the
mirror.

We act frustrated when every five-
minute chore turns into a 20-minute
ljob. But we see it through and tenacity
feels good. We don't respect a quitter
land we like ourselves for giving a task
2 good hard try. '

WE CAN CAUTIOUSLY try some
self-satisfied pride in noticing a dimen-

moral perspectives

Rev. Charles Erickson

sion of character we hddn’t seen in our-
selves. We have extensive experience
as a melting pot people. We find unity
without destroying diversity. Now we
are expanding our experience to life in
one world with even wider variety than
we have known within our nation.

We have learned over decades not to
try to silence error by force. Oh, we
still feel tempted and we try it occa-
sionally, but we know better.

Capital punishment doesn't deter
crime and we know better than to grab
for an instant solution. Definitions of
quality of life in one tradition cannot be
forced on all citizens, and we enjoy
honoring each other's habits of devo-
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Iran teaches us patience

that truth will win if contesting parties
don’t pick up their marbles and go
home. We appreciate the poetic wis-
dom of James Russell Lowell who
wrote: “Truth forever on the scaffold,
wrang forever on the throne; yet that
scaffold sways the future.”

Most of us resent and perhaps de-
spise power groups which are in con-
trol in various parts of the world. We
seek to dislodge thern with steady per-
sitence. Demanding instant obedience
is not our style. We are mature enough
to postpone gratification.’

‘The test of strength, for a nation or a
person, is in our capacity to be gra-
ciously determined. We oppose evil
without ing precious freedoms.

tion by a p
life.

We disagree about when life begins
but we keep openings for freedom of
choice. We pray in many different
ways and refuse to let those who pre-
side over classrooms dictate a style of
prayer for everyone in the room.

WE AMERICANS deeply believe

Because we believe we are right, we
stand against evil without - strident
abuse.

Opponents join each other in the
gutter, or discover change during con-
flict because we treat each other with
dignity. Instead of feeling like snarling
bulldogs, we engage in a humanizing
struggle. We pursue goals with serenity

born out of faith that truth is stronger-
than egror.

ABULLY is simply one who covers
insecurity by a display of force. Brutal-
ity is abhorent to anyone expecting to
share tomorrow with today's adver-
sary. Societies with the lowest murder
rate and the highest respect for police
are exactly those where power iIs ex-
pressed in digaified restraint.

Patience is a virtue we hardly knew
we had. Moral strength feels good in
the determined stance which has
received world-wide support and
praise. We are quite stubborn about de-
nouncing the evil of taking over an em-
bassy or sending foreign troops into the
capital of another nation. The victory is
already won, for we know persistence
will bury evil.

We feel pain, sorrow, disgust, and
outrage. We also feel confidence as we
maximize freedom, honor diversity,
and insist on civilized behavior. Per-
severance is noble as we become capa-
ble of finishing what we start.

High school
students
to hear DAR

member

Mrs. Zachery MacLean will speak to
students of Merlin Asplin at West
Bloomfield High School in observance
of “American History Month.” The
month of February is proclaimed as
such in conjunction with National Soci~

ety Daughters of American Revolution
(DAR)

Mrs. MacLean is a resident of West
Bloomfield and a junior member of the
Quakertown Chapter DAR. She is a
computer analyst by profession who

has taught at Control Data Institute.

Her talk, scheduled for classes on
Wednesday, Feb. 13, is called “Martha
Washington: Woman of the Revolu-
tion.”
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volunteers

The Oakland County Volunteer Bu-
reau, 2 program of the Volunteer Ac-
tion Center of United Community Ser-
vices, has weekly listings of volunteer

it Further i it

serve as advisors to groups of 14 to 18-
year-olds. Advisors are responsible for
guiding teens in their decision making
and helping them to become involved
in their ity. Time i

about these and other volunteer needs
at over 200 agencies may be obtained
by calling the bureau at 642-7272. Any
non-profit organization needing volun-
teer assistance may also call the bu-
reau.

APPEALS COORDINATOR — A
volunteer with experience in creative
writing and ability to organize and
keep records is needed by the Oakland
County Volunteers Bureau in Birming-

is for one night a week and occasional-
1y some time on the weekend.

QUILTING GROUP ADVISOR —
with quilting experi

are needed at Cambridge Center South,
a Birmingham nursing home, to assist
with quilt making in small groups and
individually. Help is needed the second
and fourth Wednesday from 2:30-4:00
p.m.

ham. The appeals will
write weekly ads for area newspapers
based on a job request supplied by Oak-
land County agencies needing volun-
teers. Some light typing required. Time
commitment is three-four hours a week
plus 2 monthly staff meeting.

YOUTH ADVISORS — B'nai B'Brith
Youth Organization in Southern Oak-
land County needs Jewish adults to

INTER' - who
enjoy meeting and talking with people
are needed by the Oakland County Vol-
unteer Bureau in Birmingham. Duties
include becoming familiar with the
needs of agencies in Oakland County
and interviewing prospective volun-
teers to match skills and interest with
agency requirements. The commitment
is for one half-day a week plus a
monthly staff meeting.

Church to host Spring Fling

The Daughters of Vartan will hold
their annual “Spring Fling,” a luncheon
and fashion show, beginning at noon
Tuesday, Feb.19 in St. John Armenian
Church Cultural Building, 22001
Northwestern Highway, Southfield.

Fashions by Hartman's and an array
of prizes will be included in the $7 tick-
et price.

Reservations should be made with

Sarah Kaloogian, general chairman,
§43-0966, or Esteelle Barsamian, reser-
vations and ticket chairman, 476-3161.
Others on the committee making ar-
are Mrs. Paul i
Mrs. Paul Mazloumian, Mrs. John
Toomajanian, Mrs. Harry Carman,
Mrs. Adam Kazarian, Mrs. Oscar
Apoian, Mrs. Harry Kurkjian, Mrs. No-
ray Sarkisian and Mrs. Simon Javizian.
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