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St. Dunstan’s doesn’t cook

with ‘Dial M for Murder’

By BARBARA MICHALS

“Dial M for Murder” is a classic
British thriller, but, despite all the
right ingredients, the current produc-
tion by St. Dunstan’s Guild of Cran-
braok only simmers when it needs to
boil.

The cast is competent but somehow
lacks the polish that usually distin-
guishes St. Dunstan's productions. Di-
rector George Ryder’s pacing seems a
bit sluggish, particularly in the first
act. Later acts also contain some un-
comfortably long pauses that hamper
rather than heighten tension.

The Frederick Kunott mystery is suf-
ficiently convoluted and intriguing.
When jealous husband Tony Wendice
(Ron Wheeler) learns that his wealthy
wife Margot (Barbara Elpern) has been
unfaithful, his thoughts turn to murder.

After his first clever plan fails, he
quickly improvises a more diabolical
alternative scheme, but unexpected
twists prove once again that even the
best-laid plans often do go astray.

BARBARA ELPERN does a nice job
as Margot, earnestly contrite after her
one infidelity, but apparently doomed
to pay with her life. Ms. Elpern's Mar-
got maintains her cool British exterior
throughout the ordeal, a kind of Alice-
in-Wonderland response to the horrible
events that envelop her.

As Tony, Ron Wheeler is a suave vil-
{ain, though he's not quite as convinc-
ing when he masquerades as a loving,

review

concerned husband. Wheeler makes ef-
fective use of facial expressions, and
there’s an iciness to his malice that
adds credibility to the plot.

Paul Geiger portrays Max, the
American mystery writer who was for-
merly Margot's lover. Geiger seems a
bit stiff and ill at ease in the role, more
a plodder than a plotter.

Lesgate, the hired killer, is played
convincingly by Fran Loud. Despite the
many shady doings in his past, Les-
gate's ineffusive personality is the per-

fect to his ineffective
murder attempt. Loud's il
works well.

Lou Bonamy is competent as Inspec-
to Hubbard, the stolid, methodical de-
tective whose dogged pursuit of justice
comes through in the nick of time.

.

OVERALL, the production lacks the
snap and crackle necessary for a
suspense thriller. Saturday night's per-
formance found the audience laughing
in many of the wrong places, a particu-

lar embarrassment when the killer at-*

tacks Margot. An inept staging of the
struggle turns what should be a high
point of tension into bad melodrama.

“Dial M for Murder” concludes its
run with performances Friday and Sat-
urday at 9 p.m.

Charley’s Crab worker
wins in oyster trials

Michigan will be represented in the
1980 nationa) oyster shucking cham-
pionships at Leonardtown, Md., by 19-
year-old Michael Beasley of Davisburg.
Beasley, an oyster shucker at Charley’s
Crab restaurant in Troy, beat out two
other finalists in a recent event at Ho-
tel Pontchartrain, Detrait.

Beasley shucked nine oysters in one
minute to beat Patrick Beach of Fogo's
restaurant, Detroit; Matt Tomorsky of
Real Seafood Co., Ann Arbor; and Dave
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'ﬁé‘«; Distinctive Cuisine of All China

Exotic Cocktails

CANTONESE &

DINNERS 59:30

Reservations Accepled

RESTAURANT

JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE
SEXOTIC COCKTAILSs
NESE Lone

CHINESE:

JAPANESE: LUNCHEON 11 Ak
PM FRI
Clased Mondays
46825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE, LIVONIA

Hwy. ® Troy © 689-2332

AMERICAN FOOD

Chinese Food
HEON 11 AM3 PM
2 PH
& SAT il 1030 PM

427-3171 |

* Luncheons ¢ Dinne
Chinatown $

Mon.-Thurs, 11 a.m.-10
saf. 12-11 p.

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Open 7 doys.o week

644-2913

rs ¢ Carry Out Orders
tyle Welcomed

pom.; Fri. 11 am-11 pm.
; Sun. 12-10 p.m.
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%469 S. Woodward, Birmingham
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Binder of Charley’s Crab in Troy.
Beasley will receive a free trip to

Leonardtown in October for the finals,

compliment of the State of Maryland.

WORLD CHAMPION oyster shucker
(12 a minute), Cornelius Mackall of
Maryland, was chief judge for the
event at Charley's Raw Bar & Seafood
Restaurant in the Pontehartrain.

A novice event was won by Herbert
Strack of Birmingham, who shucked

three oyster in a minute. He won din- .

rer-for-two at Top of the Pontch.

Mime starring in show
at Birmingham library

Fehruary is the month for lovers of Thursday, Feb. 14, in the Jeanne Lloyd
Room, at Baldwin Library in Birming-
ham.

Ms. Judd teaches at the Midwest
Dance Center, does workshops in

mime.

Pat Judd, seasoned Michigan mime
artist, will be the star attraction at a
Valentine Day program at 7 pm.

Pat Judd, mime, will perform at Baldwin Library on St. Valentine's
Day. N

schools and has six years of solid per-
forming behind her. She has appeared
on Channel 2’s “Good Morming
troit,” Channel 4's “This Morning®
show, and Channel 56's “College of
Lifelong Learning” Series.

Ms. Judd has done classic repertory,
mime and improvisations at Meadow ~
Brook Music Festival, Orchestra Hall "

ast summer and last

Thanksgiving. e

Despite her art, Ms. Judd is a highly~ *
verbal young woman; she graduated -
with English honors from Oakland Uni- ~
versity. o

“CONTROL AND story telling possi-
bilities are what attracted me to -
mime,” Ms. Judd says. She studied with
Tom Aston, director of the Mime En-
semble Association at OU, and James®
Tompkins at the Drama Studio, Lon-
don.

“I'm indebted to my teachers,” Ms.
Judd says, “but I always wanted"to >
mimic. 1 think early American TV -
shows — Red Skelton, Clarabel the
Cow — influenced me more than any-
thing else.”

The free program is for the whole
family, but recommended for children
5 and up. Baldwin Library is at 351
Martin. For more information, call
647-1700. -

People who miss the Feb. 14 pro-
gram can catch Pat Judd’s act at 7:30
p.m. Feb. 28, at Bloomfield Township"
Public Library in the Green Roomr. -
Bloomfield Township Public Library is -
at 1099 Lone Pine in Bloomfield Hills.
For information, call 642-5800. o

An

TRAVEL PARTY

No Reservations Necessary

Thursday, February 21st

7:30.p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Sheraton Southfield Hotel
17017 West Nine Mile Rd.

Located East of Southfield Rd.

® Guest Speaker
® Color Film
@® Door Prizes

The Observer & Eccentric Caribbean tour departs
Saturday, March 22, 1980, and returns March 29.
Take your choice of four fabulous vacations including
a stay on St. Thomas, San Juan, St. Croix or one of
two Caribbean Cruises. Space is limited, so call our |
Travel Desk today for more specific informationand a | |.
color brochure.

OrEeeen

COCKTAILS —MEXICAN BEER

WEEKDAYS 11-12, FAL H-‘,SAT. 12-1.SUN.3-11 K
1715 N. TELEGRAPH RD:
JUST-BEFORE DIX. “{

3326851

Call our Travel Desk at 591-2300, Ext. 244 |

Note: HMHF raserves the right to change dates, times, accommodations, and rates, due to adjustments in tariffs
and schedules over w(hlch it has no control.




