The Babys appeared in concert at the Royal Oak Musie Theatre.

The Babys give
a dull concert

By NICK CHARLES

The Babys couldn't be saved from
the pitfalls of monotony at last week’s
concert in the Royal Oak Music The-

Songs like the title track from their
second L.P., “Broken Heart,” and “Cal-
ifornia,” from their third album, “Head
Fist,” were about as tight as 40-inch
pants on a 30-inch waist.

Drummer Tony Brock added a new
wave to his hair, which made him look
more like lead singer John Waite.
Waite, dressed in tight red shirt and
black pants, gave few gut-level howls
to complement Wally Stocker’s pierc-
ing guitar licks.

.Relatively new band member
Jonathan Cain took the place of key-
boardist Michael Corby. Cain played a
beautiful keyboard piece as a prelude
to the Babys’ current single, “Back on
My Feet Again,” but also added a flop.
His one and only song “Turn Around in
Tokyo” ruins the flow of the new album
“Union Jacks,” and we also had to suf-
fer through a live version.

BASSIST RICKY PHILLIPS joined
the band at the same time as Cain and
took over bass duties so Waite could be
free to concentrate on lead vocals.
Phillips, who looked cute in his open
jacket and cowboy scarf, gave the audi-
ence some ordinary bass lines.

- The Babys’ opened with The Flying
Lizard’s song “Give Me Money.” Waite
introduced the band during the first
few minutes of the show, which was al-
most as odd as opening with a song
that's not even theirs.

Even though the Babys weren’t that
impressive live, the group is capable of
some good songwriting and has been
good live in the past. On Feb. 186, 1979,

* ’
Since 1930
WHERE DINING IS AN EXPERIENCE
Chinese Gilts & Famous Canlonese Cuisi
{American Food akso Avaible)
. Curioliems from China
Visit our Main Dining Room, surrounded by.
Priceless ivory & Beauiful Art Works
+Specildelaled Attetiongivento CARRY-OUT SIRVICE

ours:
Sun & Holidays 12-10pm ‘
856 N. Woodward, near Oek SL., Birmingham

FRIDAY FEB. 81230 GEORGE SEGAL-
SHEAK PREVUE ‘NATALIEWOOD
| e sinars TR0 | Do Dluise-Valere Horpor
REDFORD-FONDA * 8 uwmm_goun.s
review *ELECTRICHORSENAN® [ | NAMERCAE)
d
h::tkk:zmdm-m ony J  150-3:45-5:40-7:35-9:45

" DINNER ‘THEATRE

Alfreds Jimmy Launce

PROductions, Inc.

presents
Performances
STARRING Friday & Saturday
NANCY GURWIN Group Rates &

EDGAR A. GUEST Il Performances Available

SAT.*6.95
SUN.*1585

17630 Woodward

869-3988

Reservations

643-8865

Lower Level Somerset Mail

the Babys opened for Alice Coaper at
Cobo Hall. At that show the group
seemed to give more to the audience,
even though the Babys couldn’t play as
many songs.

Waite is always the English gentle-
man and always polite to his audience.
They played 14 songs at last week's
concert, but the best songs always
seem to get over looked. Old songs like
“Dying Man,” “Rescue Me” and “Stick
to Your Guns” from the previous tour
were missing.

THE WAITE/PHILLIPS composi-
tion “In Your Eyes” and “Love Is Just
a Mystery,” written by Waite, Stocker
and Brock from the new album, also
were excluded from the live show.

The show did feature Anne Marie
LeClere, who was squeezed into a black
body suit and wrap-aroung skirt. She
added some nice female vocals and a
dynamite tamborine to “True Love
True Confession,” “Everytime I Think
of You" and the group’s first single
“Isn't It Time.”

Cain imitated Edgar Winter and
Gary Wright, as he jammed at the front
of the stage with keyboards around his
neck to one of the best songs from the
Babys' debut album called “Looking
for Love.”

A bit of flash was added as Brock
executed his simple but satisfying
drum solo. The conventional strobe
lights, kiddie smoke and dry ice wer2
the extent of the special effects as
Brock ironically gonged himself at the
end of the solo.

Avon thespians
grow with area

(Continued from page 1D)
of those people who love to help out
wherever 1 can. There's always so
much that people can do.”

‘Currently, the Avon Players puts on
four regular productions each season.
To maintain a balanced season, the
players will always present a musical,
a'comedy, and a drams. The final show
can be from any category.

.A FIFTH show is presented each
season by the group’s Youth Theatre
Program. “Initially, the adults would
put on a play each year for the children
of the community, but we realized that
alot of people under age 18 wanted to
gét involved with us,” said Liese. About
10 years ago our current program for
students in grades 7-12 was devised.

“We're providing a training ground
fdr these youngsters to fill a void the
séhools don't seem to fill. The young-
sters do the whole thing from start to
finish, under the supervision of adult
members. The kids do all of the direct-
irig, producing, acting and technical
work themselves.

“It's a very successful program. We
had about 125 kids in our workshop se-
ries this past fall, and we had 100 kids
show up at auditions a'few weeks ago.
We're quite pleased with how the pro-
gram has grown. 8

“The future of the players, according
16 President Jerry Anderson, lies in its

ability to expand and meet
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demands.

“We're currently studying the possi- '

bility of adding a storage facility to
house our increasing supply of props
and set pieces,” Anderson said, “and
we're also looking into. investing in
some real estate for a whole new build-
ing somewhere down the road.

Right now we're limited as to the num-
ber of seats we can have, though we
can live with it for now.”

“ONE THING I want to strees,”
Liese said, “is that if you are new to a
community are are looking for ways to
meet new people and to do something
meaningful and rewarding, plase check
out your local community theatre.”

Just about every community has its
own group, and joining is one way to
establish some roots in your communi-
ty. We're not here to judge you on your
work. Everythin we do is for fun.”

For information of the Avon Players,
call Hank Liese at 651-2338.
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Walt Disney presents an unbelievable
journey in Dolby Stereophonic

“THE BLACK HOLE"(PG)
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“STAR TREK” (G)

Richard Gere Lauren Hutton [
“AMERICAN GIGOLO” (R). §

Steve Martin & BernaBette Peters

“THE JERK” =

George Segal Natalie Wood
“THE LAST MARRIED
COUPLE IN AMERICA” (R)

Matinee Wednesday
One Show - 1PM

Starting Friday
Richard Gere
“AMERICAN GIGOLO” (R)

Marlon Brando, Martin Sheen &
Robt. Duvall
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Tim Conway & Don Knotts
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One Show - 1PM

Walt Disney presents an unbelievable!
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