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Blues worth wai

By JIM WINDELL

The blues came to Birmingham Sun-
day afternoon.

review

And if you weren't at the
Theatre for that portion of the Winter
Carnival, then you missed a unique at-
tempt to try out authentic urban blues
in this classic white suburban town.

The blues — in the person of Bobo
Jenkiris, president of the Detroit Blues
Club and a tireless promoter of the real
blues — came to entertain a small and
select audience. When the program ac-
tually got around to the blues, the re-
sults were worth the wait.

The afternoon got off to a languid
start with the local Straw Hat Band. Its
July 4th brand of music was strangely
juxtaposed with that of the Detroit
Blues Club.

In some areas of the country the ur-
ban blues may be slipping away, but in

Detroit this music is being kept alive
by the efforts of a small but hardy
group of people.” The gravel-voiced
blues announcer and radio personality,
the Famous Coachman, and singer
Bobo Jenkins are among the vanguard
of this effort.

BOTH WERE on hand Sunday and
they brought with them some other
blues men who show that the blues are
alive, if not totally well. The Langston
Hughes Theatre in Detroit is the place
where members and audience of the
Detroit Blues Club hang out each week-
end.

Performing Sunday from this club
were Glemie Durell, a B.B. King-influ-

Vibrant music
reawakens past

By LAURA BUCH

In 1573, the Musicians of Swanne Al-
ley was a lively and florishing consort
in County Sussex, England.

Last week at the Detroit Institute of
Arts, its 20th Century conterpart of the
same name reawakened the musie that
once delighted 16th century ears.

In a concert of works from Renais-
sance England and Italy, these six mu-
sicians proved themselves to be as pol-
ished as they are diverse, and as musi-
cal as they are i

review

seems almost too much to ask — but
O'Dette does that too.

“Cosi mi guid'amore” and Dowland’s
“Fantasia” gave testimony to that fact
with lovely strings of running notes and
smoothly placed phrases.

For many, though, the perhaps most

In the course of the program, one
heard not only music for Elizabethan
broken consort but also works for a
consort of viols, & consort of recorders,
of crumhorns, of shawms and of voices.

Immediately impressive is the
group's tightness of ensemble. Cut-offs
are precise and phrasing unified. The
sudden rhythmic shifts one finds tucked
within piece like Parson’s “De la
Court” were given the clear-edged defi-
nition that makes them effective.

SUCH CLOSE ensemble work is fer-
tile ground for musical expressiveness.
The lushness of much of the Italian mu-
sic was enhanced by attentiveness to
the changing shapes within a piece.
Contrasts in mood and in texture were
given full expression.

A fine example of crumhorn playing
was found in Francesco Corteccia’s
“Guardane almo pastore.” Though
crumhorns are frequently used to ceate
bright, sharply articulated pieces, they
explored an entirely different effect
here.

Articulations were smooth, lines

ble lute piece came with the
O'Dett; of a

ting for, though attendance light

enced singer and guitarist, Brother Pe-
ter Rabbit, and Byp Roberts.

Surell, with characteristic King vi-
brato, did King's biggest hit “The Thrill
1s Gone” and his very pepular “Why I
Sing the Blues.” Peter Rabbit did a
short John Lee Hooker tune that was
just building into a rocking blues when
he abruptly stopped.

Roberts, a deep, smooth-voiced sing-
er and glib blues poet, gave his version
of the blues before Jenkins appeared.

Backed by the four-piece Big Star
Band, Bobo Jenkins showcased some of
his own blues songs in an hour's per-
formance that was simple, direct and
powerful. Despite being away from the
South - he is originally from Fork-
land, Ala. — Jenkins has never lost his
ability to sing and play the blues witha
down-home quality.

JENKINS RAN away from home
around 1925, going to Tennessee to
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work. Frem there, he made his way
north and arrived in Detroit in 1942
where he went to work in the automo-
bile plants. From the various life expe-
riences in his 64 years (his birthday
was celebrated at the Sunday concert),
he has formed his lyrics. He is a talent-
ed blues poet who has had his share of
hard luck and trouble — the basis of all
the blues.

His songs are sung in a strong, steel-
voiced fashion. Titles of songs he wrote
and performed in this concert tell
about his life: “When I First Left
Home,” “I Love That Woman,” “Play-
boy Blues,” “Sharecropper’s Blues,”
24 Years" and “Retiree Blues.”

‘The “24 Years” tells about facing his
life in Detroit, finding he has put in 24
years in a factory and has been on the
wrong road. However, he also realizes
he is too far along that road to turn
back. .

“Sharecropper’s Blues” reaches back
to his first experience in a factory in
the North and paints a vivid picture of
the similarities between being a south-
ern sharecropper and a northern facto-,
ry worker.

Jenkins' songs are simple blues riffs
with a similar pattern and honest lyr-
ics. They are all powerful statements
that have the ring of truth. he has
known the hard life and it may have
been his creative outlets that helped
him survive.

MAYBE BIRMINGHAM is not the

place to peddle his blues message. But
then again maybe his themes have a
universal appeal. Though the audience
was sparse on Sunday, this was a brave
experiment by the Winter Carnival and
the Bloomfield Theatre. The-effort to
bring the blues to Birmingham should
not be scrubbed after one time.

The poignant blues of Bobo Jenkins
and the Detroit Blues Cub, in time, may
have a larger audience in the nothern
suburbs that anyone suspects. Bobo
Jenkins is the type of artist who can
convince you the blues will live on.

Louis Arena draws crowds

The Joe Louis Arena in downtown
Detroit opened its doors Dec. 12, with
the -basketball action of the University
of Detroit and the University of Michi-
gan as its inaugural event. This game
drew more than 12,000 people.

After the first nine events in Joe
Louis, ranging from college basketball
to ice hockey to the Harlem Glo-
betrotters, some 135,000 spectators

have entered the arena, averaging
15,000 per event.

Olympia Stadium Corp. president

Lincoln Cavalieri said, “It’s great to .

see so many people coming downtown
for entertaiment and sporting events.

The Joe Louis Arena is lighting up the *

riverfront and it's tremendous to be a
part of the renaissance of Detroit.”
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Dowland piece for one lute, four hands.
Looking rather like a mythical Renais-
sance two-headed creature, the pair
converged upon the instrument to cre-
ate a work that was not only an unmis-
takable crowd pleaser, but a surpris-
ingly musical one.

Virtuosity is not confined only to the
lute in this ensemble. Another striking
example came in Christel Thielmann's
performance on Iyra viol A style of
music that mixes numerous chords into
the gamba’s melody, it was executed
here with both precision and grace.

In addition to “Bonny Sweet Robin's”
profusion of bowed notes, others in the

piece were plucked with the left hand

on the fretboard. The effect was near
duet-like in clarity.

1f virtuosic as instrumentalists, the
Musicians of Swanne Alley are perhaps
somewhat less ihan such as a vocal en-
semble. But while individual voices are
not all polished ones, one would hesi-
tate to have them abandon such vacal
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crumhorn consort — was applaudable.

these musicians is more than compen-
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evening

Sauce Bearnaise, Vegetables Bouquetiere, our

In any Swanne Alley concert, one can famous Wicker Works Satad Bar, bottle of

expect to hear a good deal of fine lute-
playing. This one was no exception.
In the lute duets p by Pau!

sated -for in musical energy and vitali-

ty.
1t is a pleasure to find a group of

O'Dette and Lyle Nordstrom, as in

O'Dette’s lute solo, energy and control

combined to create an artful virtuosity.

In John Johnson’s “Passamez moder-
no,” a gathering complexity of varia-
_tions in one lute flow over a repeated
harmonic ground in the other. O'Dette
and Nordstrom are well-suited to the
improvisational character of the piece.
Musical surprises and changes were
brought off with finesse.

O'DETTE CAN FIRE off a rapid
passage with amazing speed and clari-
ty. That such a passage be also lyrical

that considers
both audience and artfulness when
planning a program, that realizes that
entertainment and musicality can
coexist on the same stage.

In this concert, playfulness and pas-
sion each found their niche. Conter-
tenor Gary Crighton may richly paint
an Italian portrait of love's torment
one moment and whimsically tosses a
bawdy lyric the next.

With this mixture of versatility, vir-
tuesity and listenability, the Musicians
of Swanne Alley emerges as a top-
notch early music performing ensem-
bie.

Things looking up
for Larry Nozero

By JIM WINDELL

“T'm like 2 bubble getting ready to
burst,” says 36-year-old musician Lar-
ry Nozero. “I've been bouncing around
for 20 years now, and I think good
things are starting to happen for me.”
Some of those good things include a
successful concert Jast fall at the Royal
Oak Music Theatre and an 18-week
booking with his quartet at the Grand
Hotel on Mackinac Island last summer.
At present be and his quartet are in

flute, there is Ned Mann on bass, Joe
Peretz on drums and a newcomer to
the group, John Katalenic on piano.

Nozero is a native Detroiter who has
traveled with Sergio Mendez, Andy
Williams and the Henry Mancini Or-
chestra. He ance got some good advice
from Maneini.

“Mancini knew I wasn't happy trav-
eling in a band. One day we sat down
.and he suggested I go back home to
where my roots were and get into self-
expression music and just ‘hang in

.
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the midst of an engagement at Dewey's  there,’ " Nozero recalls. And that's . February 4 to March 1, 1980 ¥y
e hfield's Michigan Tnn. They play  what he did. HOME OF THE Y i it
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Playing at the Grand Hotel was a  “Sphere played a lot of original music 20% off Henry hrd Museum Theater

revelation for the saxophone player
who has had wide experience during
the last two decades.

and we din't follow andy trends. How-
ever, the band rarely worked; it was
more of a wooodshed band,” Larry
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could enjoy our music. We were booked
for two weeks and ended up staying 18
weeks.”

MIXING LIGHT JAZZ with a con-
cert style and making their music
danceable made them a hit on Macki-
nac Island. Part of the same quartet
that has been so successful continues

U gith Nozero at Dewey’s. In addition to

Zthe feader who plays saxophones and

1

the legendary alto sax performer.

NOW, NINE YEARS Jater, he feels
like he is getting closer to himself. “My
music is becoming more clearly de-
fined and honest,” he says, “I under-
stand myself better.”

Nozero has been playing a musical
instrument for 24 years, starting out on
a clarinet perhaps to emulate his pro-
fessional musician- father who also
played that instrument.
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by the Greenfield Village Players’ stage preseatation.
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