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New police tools: 3 file boxes and a book

By MIKE SCANLON

On a gunmetal gray filing cabinet in
the Livonia detective bureau, right
next to the office coffee pot, sit three
small file boxes and a book.

In a disarmingly modest way, they
represent the beginning of what subur-
ban police departments have always
lacked — a central information source.

In three months, the boxes have
yielded more than 20 arrests for up-
wards of 30 armed robberies in Livo-
nia, Garden City, Redford Township,
Farmington, Farmington Hills and
Dearborn Heights, said Detective Sgt.
Fred Benson.

“I'm acting as a starting point. When
the investigators have no place to go,
no leads, they call me and say ‘Freddy,
what have you got?" "

What Benson has in the three boxes
are the wiles and ways of robbers, gun-
men and parolees in half a dozen out-
county suburbs.

“From these different police depart-
ments I get photos and I get copies of
all reports involving robberies, armed
and unarmed, and I get all copies of
felonious assault (reports) involving
firearms,” said Benson.

Felonious assault — the use of a
weapon to harm or threaten to harm
another — frequently involves argu-

1980 census
will provide
jobs for seniors

The U.S. Census Bureau will provide
500 extra income jobs for Farmington
area senior citizens and other Oakland
County residents.

Jobs related to the 1980 census are
from two to six weeks and many can be
extended beyond that. They pay from
$3.55 to $4 an hour, plus a mileage al-
lowance.

The temporary positions, funded and

_administered by the federal govern-

ment, involve both office and field
work in Oakland County.

Clerks responsible for processing
census questionnaires work from 8:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Fi
day in the US. Census office in Bir-
mingham.

Enumerators spend about 30 to 40
hours a week canvassing and inter-
viewing people in Oakland County com-
munities. They work out of their own
homes and usually are assigned to their
own neighborhoods.

Almost all enumerators must work
some evenings and Saturdays in order
to contact persons who are not home
during the day.

These extra income positions are
open to all citizens with at least a high
school diploma or its equivalent.

Interested senior citizens can give
name, address and telephone number

to the staff at the Gathering Place,
Mercy Center, 28600 Eleven Mile
Road. The Gathering Place is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

Names and addresses can be submit-
ted also by calling the Farmington
Hills Parks and Recreation office at
474-6115.

The U.S. Census Bureau will contact
interested parties directly for inter-
views and testing which will be held at
a Farmington Hills location. Sample
multiple choice test questions are
available at the Gathering Place.

“This is a unique opportunity for citi-
zens to earn extra money and at the
same time provide a necessary and im-
portant service to their country,” said
Cynthia Lahr census bureau employ-
ment clerk.

Farmington Hills City Councilman
Donn Wolf set up the special arrange-
ments at the Gathering Place. He also
offered to visit churches in the Farm-
ington area to explain the project.

“Of course anyone can contact the
census bureau directly but I think the
arrangements we have made may
help,” Wolf said.

“1 want to do everything.I can to fa-
cilitate the application and hiring pro-
cedures for our senior citizens.”

Agendas posted

FARMINGTON HILLS CITY COUN-
Cl
7:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 11

« Presentation of photograph of Miss
Farmington of 1979, Vicki Whinnery,
and Mayor Earl Opperthauser by Jerry
and Michele Jakacki of Focal Point
Studio of Photography.

Attorney’s Report

« Consideration of settlement of con-
sent judgment Farmington Hills vs.
Dinverno.

» Consideration of settlement of
Blomberg vs. Farmington Hills.

« Consideration of executive session
to discuss pending litigation in particu-
1ar McMullen versus Farmington Hills.

Unfinished Business

« Consideration of final preliminary
plat approval and final plat approval
for Farmington Freeway Industrial
Park South in Section 30 with deposits
for $24,302.84 and completion date of
5-31-80.

« Consideration of award of bids for
three sewer projects: SAD Greening
and Eastfield Sewer to Roy D. Sera,
Inc,, $136,173; SAD Old Homestead
Sewer to Mago Construction Co.
$704,752.60; SAD Randall-River Glen
Sewer to C.D. Cole Construction Co.
$138,669.10.

» Consideration of establishing spe-
cial assessment district for water im-
provement on Cora Street and setting
date for necessity hearing. Resolutions
land2.

« Consideration of request from the
Honey Tree for Class C liquor license.

« Consideration of amending proce-
dures relative to 1980 road oiling pro-

gram.

« Consideration of retaining archi-
tect for conceptual studies of senior
citizen housing at Freedom and Drake
roads.

« Appointments to boards and com-
missions.
City Manager's Report

« Recommends participation with
the Oakland County Road Commission
for the Orchard Lake-13 Mile storm
drain construction.

of final i
p!at approva] for Applebrook Subdm—
sion in Section 7 with eserow set at
$45,187.92 and completion date of 11-1-
82.

for adoption of traf-
hc control order for installation and
operation of a traffic signal at Harri-
son High School driveway and 12 Mile
Road.

‘ments between people known to each

other. On the surface, such cases don't
seem to have much in common with
robberies. But Benson has a reasen for
dropping them in his new robbery file.

“Here's what I'm aiter — the people
out there with access to weapons who
will use those weapons. Because the
theory is — if the opportunity lS lhere
these are potential stick-up men.”

Also fed into the file are arrests for
carrying concealed weapons, and re-

Benson figures the suspect will never
face charges on the Livonia robbery,
mainly because he's already charged in
Farmington, Westland and Dearborn
Heights.

But the file on the Livonia robbery is
now “cleared.” Police usually consider
35 percent to be a respectable
clearance rate, but Benson estimates
his rate lately has 80 per-

cent. Of 30 recent Livonia robberies, he
figures only about a half-dozen remain
uncleared.

THIS MAKES BENSON look good,
but he emphasizes “This isn't just a
one-way street. Everybody benefits
fromit.”

For example, Benson helped Garden
City police in their investigation of an
Oclober.shck up of a savings and loan

The Garden City i tig:

tion resulted in the arrests of two men
who admitted to eight other armed rob-
beries.

Benson got started in robberies over
lunch. Ten days into an investigation,
Benson found out his lunch partner, an-
olher Livonia detective, had investigat-
ed a robbery with the same earmarks
only a few months before.

“1 could have started where he left
off,” Benson decided.

“I went down to the Detroit Police
b

ports from state officials
on parolees living or working in the
area.

‘THIS PROCEDURE may seem rou-
tine, but it isn’t. Suburban departments
in western Wayne County haven't had a
formal system for communicating with
each other on a regular, planned basis.
As a result, police in one city may be
unaware that the motorist they just
stopped for a burned-out - tailight
matches the description of an armed
robber in some other town.

Robbers often develop patterns
which make it easy for police to con-
nect one armed robbery with some
other robbery — once a system has
been established so they can find out
about the other robbery.

“Some people just rob pizza places,”
said Benson. “Some people just rob gas
stations. Criminals are like everybody
else — they stick with what they've
been a success at. They're creatures of
habit.”

In addition to helping catch crimi-
nals, the file boxes have also helped
Benson. In recent weeks, they have
made him look like 2 very smart detec-
tive.

Because of the file, for example,
Benson was able to draw a connection
between a man arrested for an armed
robbery in Farmington last Tuesday,
and a man sought for another robbery
by Livonia police.

Benson interrogated the suspect, who
admitted the Livonia robbery.
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obituaries

MILTON PAZDERKA

Mr. Pazderka, 57, of Mesa, Ariz. died
Dec. 23 in Desert Samaritan Hospital.

He was born April 2, 1922 in Farm-
ington and lived in Livonia before mov-
ing to Arizona five years ago. He was a
tool and die maker for Alleghany Lit-
num,

Survivors include: son, Mike of New
York; daughters, Ms. Suzanne Watson
and Kimberly of Mesa, Ariz; sister,
Helen of Mesa.

Services were conducted Dec. 24 at
Larry J. Melcher Mortuary Chapel of
the Roses, Mesa, Arizona.

Memorial contributions may be sent
to the American Cancer Society.

GEORGE PAGE BARNES

Mr. Barnes, 88, of Farmington died
Feb. 1 at Valley Care Center, Bloom-
field Hills.

He was born Aug. 2, 1891 in Ontario,
Canada. Mr. Barnes was the secretary
and treasurer of American Hospital
Medical Benefit and the American
Community Life Insurance Co.

Survivors include: sister, Anna May
Fraser, many nieces and nephews.

Services were Feb. 3 in Heeney-
Sundquist Funeral Home, Farmington.
Rev. Carl H. Schulz officiated. Burial
was in Grand Lawn Cemetery.

AUGUST ZERBO

Mr. Zerbo, 69 of Farmington Hills
died Feb. 1 in Zion, 11l

He was born Jan. 39, 1911 in Italy.
Mr. Zerbo was a retired tile setter the
Boston Tile Co. He was an army veter-
an of World War I1.

Survivors include: wife, Esther; sons,
Angelo, Richard, John; sister, Mrs. Edi-
lia Tome of Reno, Nev.; brothers, Carlo
of Farmington, Mario of Italy; grand-
child, Kimberly.

Services were Feb. 5 at Thayer-Rock
Funeral Home and Our Lady of Sor-
rows Roman Catholic Church, Farm-
ington. Fr. Kean Cronin officiated. Bur-
ial was in Mt. Olivet Cemetery, Detroit.,

LOWELL H. MARQUIS

Mr. Marquis, 60, of Farmington died
Feb. 3 in Sinai Hospital, Detroit.

He was a Detroit Police detective.
Mr. Marquis was a member of Salem
United Church of Christ in Farmington.

Survivors include: wife, Juanita M.;
daughter, Kathleen M.; sons, Richard
S., David Jaeger; mother, Mrs. Helen
Marquis; sister, Mrs. Virginia Wawro;
brother, Warren; four grandchildren.

Services were Feb. 6 in Heeney-
Sundquist Funeral Home of Farming-
ton. Rev. James A. Nelson and Rev.
Carl H. Schultz officiated. Burial was
in White Chapel Cemetery, Troy.

A CITY RESTAURANT
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NOW IN FARMINGTON HILLS

drink for kids with meal

WESTBROOK PLAZA ¢ 13 MILE RD.
Just WEST of Orchard Lk. 553-3878

*10% off all dinners
Mon-Wed nites
* Thurs. nite-FREE

{when parents eat)
* Old World Menu

§
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For the most
interesting ways
to keep up
appearances.

BOARDROOM

Somerset Mall « Fairlane Towne Center
(inside Hughes & Hatcher)

DETROIT

McCABE
funeral home

31950 12 MILE RD., FARMINGTON KILLS, MI.
Phone: 553-0120

18570 GRAND SIVER AVE

« WIRE

LOCATION.
Phone 836 3752

OTHER
ARRANGEMENTS
AVAILABLE

« GODIVA
CHOCOLATES

+ ASST. GREEN
PLANTS

SERVICE

and 1 worked down there
for one week with their robbery detail.
That was an experlence," he recalled.

“You think there's crime out here?
One weck in Detroit is a year in the
suburbs.”

BACK IN LIVONIA, Benson discov-
ered “the lack of communication be-
tween the area police departmen's in
the investigation of the armed robber-
ies.

“It seemed like each department was
acting individually. Whether they could
help somebody else. it wasn't import-
ant to them.”

That led to the three file boxes and
the book.
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SEND THE GIFT OF LOVE
ON VALENTINE’S DAY

This attractive arrangement of fresh flowers is
a caring way to say “I Love You." It tells your
Valentine in unmistakable language that she's
an important person in your life.

There's ORDER ARRANGEMENT NO. FX 280
still FROM *17*
nothing oo FLORAL BOUTIQUE @
like ) 35115 GRAND RIVER
! Flomja) AT DRAKE ROAD ===
it. Drakeshire Shopping Plaza  "ooe
478-9173

POPULAR
CHAIR
POPULAR
PRICE
$2995

- Crystal clear Plexiglas de-
sign accented by gleam-
ing chrome frame, folds
{lat for easy storage. Our
new modern version of the
popular “‘extra” chair for
many uses. We have 127
in stock to select from and
take with you immediately.

Reg. $39.95

MM&M{M

Dearborn 23600 Michigan Ave. ast of Telegraph 565-3400
Bloomfield Hills 4107 Telegraph at Long Lake Rd 642-8822
Rochester 1110 S. Rochester Rd. in Winchester Mall 6523500
Open daily 109 Wed. & Sat. 106 Use our convenient charge. Visa or Master Charge

SOMERSET MALL
Blg Beaver Road at Coclidge, Troy
Sunday 12-5/Monday, Thursday. .
Friday 10-9/Other days 10-6

Flowers By Wire—Satisfaction Guaranteed

FINE FURNITURE SINCE 1917

nd see our
outstanding collection

Ol
Strass Crystal
Titfany's
Early American,
Contemporary and
Traditional Styles
We have the Light
Fixtures you've searched for!

thru February 29th

The Winter Sale

Continues At

The classic look of the high-
boy comes to you from
American Drew. This versatile
piece can be used in the bed-
room, living room or foyer
and it's on sale now during
our Storewide Winter Sale.
From our wide collection of

Dimmer with *25°° purchase
immers save energy and extend

Queen Anne Classics. Limited
Quantities while winter sale

Di
the life of bulbs lasts.

We have a unique collection of Mirrors, Lamps, .

Tables, Original Lithographs and energy saving q »

ceiling fans. Let our experienced staif help you . Sale

wnh your selettions. i
. : Highboy $539
_ Lowboy Only  $239

‘!Hagfluumr Hinhting @n

Wa.slchulgr zquarc
550 Forest DOWNTOWN PLYMOUTH 459-8880

-2600 N. ‘IOODWARD BLOOMFIELD HILLS

Just South of Squaro Lake Roed « 3328348
"Moaday, Thursday, Friday 01 9 p.m.




