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Monday, February 11, 1980

Bu‘mmgham shop owners who deal in silver and gold coins are
concerned about a new proposal that would restrict the selling of the
coins.

Board outlines closings

PatterSon’s‘ lan called ‘no gem’
p. g

By SUZIE ROLLINS

Totally unreasonable is how area
gold and silver dealers assess Oakland
County Prosecutor L. Brooks Patter-
son's ideas for strict controls on preci-
ous metal.

Dealers and jewelers were respond-
ing to Patterson’s announcement push-
ing for legislation which would require
them to wait 30 days before smeiting
purchased silver and gold items. In ad-
dition, Patterson wants the legislation
to require dealers to obtain identifica-
tion from gold and silver sellers.

Patterson made his statement Tues-
day, saying it was prompted by.the re-
cent rash of gold and silver theits. He
said his 30-day requirement would al-
low enough time for police to deter-
mine if the items were stolen.

“He's got to be crazy,” said Bill
Hitchcock of The Diamond Mine on De-
quindre. “If I buy someone’s gold when
it's $800 an ounce and 30 days later it's
down to $500 an ounce,-1 lose my
shirt.”

In order to have enough cash to con-
tinously buy the precious metals,

Hitcheock said he must smelt his pur-
chased wares daily.

“I pay out $50,000 a day for gold and
silver and I have to melt it down and
sell it right away, otherwise I wouldn’t
be able to do business the rest of the
month if my money is tied up,” he add-
ed.

RICHARD ROSENBAUM, owner of
Birmingham Stamps and Coins on
Woodward, agreed with Hitchcock.

“1 don't see how any precious metal
dealer can hold gold, silver or platinum
for any length of time because they
don't know what the price would be
when they sell it,” he said.

“How could I tie up several million
dollars of inventory like that? It would
1also be a tremendous security prob-
em.”

“The principal is on the right track
but I don't know if it would be feasi-
ble,” added.Clark Bunting, vice presi-
dent of Kimberley Jewelers on Big
Beaver.

“Tll .do anything to cooperate with
law enforcement authorities but I want

By BARBARA UNDERWOOD

About the only surprise in Tuesday night’s Bir-
mingham Board of Education meeling was a one-
year delay in the closing of Torry Elementary
School.

Even that had seemed a possibility after several
board members
ry-Pembroke combination (required if Torry
closed) next fall would take Pembroke to capacity.

None of the other decisions made in the four hour
meeting were unexpected.

Approximately 400 people attended the long-
awaited adoption of a long-range plan for the dis-
trict.

And as a result of 15.proposals and close to 20
amendments offered by board members Tuesday,
life is slipping slowly away from five elementary
schools.

‘Adams and Franklin will close this year and Ev-
ergreen, Westchester and Torry will close next
year.

THE ADAMS and Franklin decisions bring the
board and the school district back to the same posi-
tion they were in one year ago. Both schools had
been named to close in 1979 but the decision was
delayed for one year.

Several members of the audience Tuesday night
and at least two board members continued to plead
for further delays in closings until the final vote
was taken.

Trustees Dorothy Eicker and William Frever
voted against the total long-range plan. Trustees
Imogene Angell, Jerold Scheel, Wade Crane, Sylvia

Whitmer and Board President Bruce Van Deusen
approved the plan.

In the plan, Adams children will be sent to Har-
1an, Franklin children to Meadow Lake, Torry chil-
dren to Pembrake, Evergreen children to Bingham
Farms and Westchester children to Quarton and
Midvale. All children currently attending the re-
ceiving schools will remain there.

In addition to the specific school closings, other
provisions of the plan considered by the board
Tuesday included:

« Re-affirmation of its earlier decision to lmpla-
ment the middle school program (grades 6-8) in
1981-82 — approved 6-1 with Frever opposed.

« A long-range plan based on keeping mlddle
school and high school buildings open as long as “it
is reasonable to do so” — approved 6-1 with Frever
opposed.

« Open enrollment maintained where possible
with students currently enrolled in a school other
than their own to be given first priority to continue
— approved 6-1 with Mrs. Whitmer opposed.

« Any money realized from the sale of buildings
or real estate allocated to the debt retirement fund
and any remaining funds to be allocated by the
board — approved 5-2 with Van Deusen and
Mrs.Angell opposed.

« The board’s exploration of the sale of the ad-
ministration building and the feasibility of moving
the administrative central offices to an elementary
school — approved unanimously.

« The board's commitment to not enter into any
contract for the disposition of either Adams or
Franklin schools until after June 20, 1980 — ap-
proved 6-1 with Mrs.Whitmer opposed. -

Wanted: German Russians

Mrs. Hoffman, 30, believes that the hard life the .

Germans had in Russia is something her grandfa-
ther didn't want to remember. So he didn't speak of
it to his family. But his memories and her interest
in history have opened up some of the story of the
Germans’ experiences in Russia.

They were the focus of prejudice from native
Russians and mainly kept to their own towns and
their own customs, according to Mrs. Hoffman.

As a group the Germans didn't assimilate into
Russian culture. They kept their language, their
customs, their religion.

It was like a whole town in Germany packed up
and moved to Russia,” said Mrs. Hoffman.

They settled around the Black Sea in Bessarabia
and the Ukraine.

County school chief

THEY LEARNED to speak Russian but some
were driven out of the country by persecution.
Those who didn't leave were resettled in other re-
gions of the country by the Russian government.

“The, property. My
family lost their far,” said Mrs. Hoffman.

Families were allowed to take what they could
move on their own. Family members were seperat-
ed from each other and relocated in different areas.

Mrs. Hoffman credits her history major from
‘Western Michigan University with helping her visu-
alize what has happened to her family.

She is looking now for other descendants of Ger-
mans from Russia who are interested in their histo-
ry. The group will meet at 8 p.m. March 20 in Law-
rence Institute of Technology's Science Building in
Southfield.

(Continued from Page 3A)

adult high school graduation.
“There's nothing more fun than
teaching adults who have been out
of school 10 or 20 years,” explains
Keane, who teaches at Eastern
Michigan and Wayne State universi-
ties.

Another special program gives all
elementary school youngsters violin
lessons.

“So many. of our children would
never have the opportunity to try
their skills on an instrument,” says
the father of three. “But music is so
important; it’s one of the things that
make us human.”

But the past nine years have also
brought disappointment, leading
Keane to reflect that the district has
been through “bad times and worse
times — never good times.”

There haye been school closings,
millage defeats and program cut-
backs. One big regret is that Berk-
ley has been unable to build an audi-
torium for performing arts.

«“We worked hard, hard, hard to
get federal funding,” says Keane
sadly. “I think children are disad-
vantaged when they don’t have a
place to practice. But I Lhmk the
community will try again.”

ONE INTEREST he has cam-
paigned for
“rmore equity” into school funding.

He believes the state aid formula
works against districts like Berkley
wnh falllng enrollment and less tax

"Chlldren who go to school in dis-
tricts like Berkley )ust aren't get-
ting fair treatment,” he insists.

Although now devoted to school
administration, Keane admits being
a superlntendem. today is “very

“Most people today know how to
organize politically and each group

in Lansing is to get.

is out for its own interests,” says the
educator. “If we had the money we
could do it all. But it's getting hard-
er and harder to explain why we
‘make the choices we do.”

“Fhere have been 2 more than a
few days when I've said there must
be a better way to make a living,”
Keane admits. “But I have children
in the district and have seen the re-
sults of hard work. It was tough, but
maybe it was better for some kids
because I took the heat.”

Although he will miss Berkley,
the Huntington Woods resident looks
forward to working for what he con-
siders “one of the most highly re-
garded institutions in the country.”

WHEN ASKED if he plans
changes, he answers that “Oakland
Schopls does many of the things we
want it to do.”

He will, though, look into compu-
terizing bussing for special educa-
tion, the possibility of a repair ser-

* vice for school audio visual materi-

als and a team to examine educa-
tion problems across discipline
Tines.

“The county is organized along
relatively traditional lines, like
English and social studies. I'd like to
find ways to research things like
long range planning that don't fit
into those neat compartments.”

One goal is getting more parent
input into the agency in areas where
it is not state mandated.

And if anything scares Keane
about his new job, it's being farther
away from the classroom setting he
loved.

He has kept his office in a school
and visits classrooms and attends as
many school events as possible.

“It has been a great satisfaction
to see what happens to children. I'd
1ike to visit:schools often — for my
benefit, not theirs."”
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leglslatmn that's sensible,” Rosenbaum  know how they (pohce) would be able to )

argued,

All the precious metal dealers sur-
veyed said they agreed with Patter-
son's plan for seller identification. In

enforce it,” he added.

SOME AREA POLICE agree with
the precious metal dealers that the

fact, they said they currently demand holdmg period idea is less than sensi-
identification from all their sellers and  ble. But overall, they think Patterson
won't accept gold and silver from hasa good plan.

young ot suspicious people.
“I won't buy from anyone under 21
unless they're with a parent or guardi-

“Something has to be done. The idea
overall is good. But it’s kind of hard to
ask these guys to hold onto goods for 30

an. We have all the people we deal with  days with the market changing. It's a

sign papers before we buy their mer-
chandise,” Hitchcock said.
“Anybody that looks young at all has

difficult situation.
“The honest guy has no worries. The
dishonest guys are going to come up

to produce identification. This has been with some phoney ID,” responded West

our policy a long time. [ did this volun-
tarily to help the Elrmmghzm and
Bloomfield Township police.”

One dealer who doesn't oppose the
30-day holding period is Sheldon Wein-
stein, owner of Weinstein's Jewelers in
West Bloomfield. He said refineries are
now backed up dbout eight months, so

Bloomfield Police Chief Al McGhee.

Southfield Police Captain James
Harvey worries about enforcing lhe
legislative idea.

“I'd go along with the program. It
would help buy time to check for suspi-
cious deals and keep gold and silver
dealers from melling down jewelry

it s not a problem to hold onto the gold  which might be stolen. It would create

and silver.

“But if a guy wants to smelt it, he
can do it in his own basement. T don't

Dumrng.lGAs.u
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a hell of a manpower problem for our
department, but T'm sure we could find
someone to check,” He said.
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Exclusive Offer!
1A JOTA wo CAVTINA
STALESS STECL FLATWARE
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1GA TasLeRUE ALL VARIETIES
Spllt Top Full Cut Beef FAME
Whlte Bread Round Steak Pi eapple
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CHUCK Cake Mixes
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Low maintenance
rigid vinyl

exterlor 3

Downtown Northville

Insulating woad core
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Lok Replace with
Ooon 5 Andersen®
‘ windows now.

his time let us Install beautiful Andersen vinyl-

clad windows. We're spaclalists at replacind all types 3
sizes of worn jows. Inalst

windows by Anderien, Wcod s a natural Ln:u!alor
Bhiie stuminum, 5w répiacement, yo

win
e o Than Aadorsen, oataiiea by Wekonson, the
professlonals dedicated I8 gonulno quality.
Cal
&

349-3344

Open 8-5 Mon,-Fri,

State Lic. No, 38023 )
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company LICENSED BUILDERS Dont make the|
thvil‘_!'s Hometown Bemodeling Specialists same Wlndow
ot desin mistake twice.
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“Love Bouquet”’
in vase & matching

Corsage $
Both for
Order Early — Call 348-2380

Hightand Lakes Shopping Center
s-van Mife Road — Northville

349-238
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Danger Signals of
Pinched Nerves:

1. Headaches, Dizziness,
Blurred Vision

2. Neck Pain, Tight
Muscles, Spasms

. Shoulder Pain, Pain
Down Arms, Numbness
in Hands

. Pain Between Shoulders,
Difficult Breathing, Ab-
dominal Pains

. Lower Back Pain, Hip
Pain, Pain Down Legs
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Why FREE? Thousands of area residents have spme
related problems which usually respond to chiroprac-
tic care.
Thi is our way of encouraging you to find out if you
have a problem that could be helped by chiropractic
care. It is also our way of acquainting you with our
sxaff and facilities.
ination includes a of 4 standard tests
for evaluating the spine and a contour analysis photo
as shown above.
While we are accepting new patients, no one need
feel any obligation. Almost all health insurance
policies cover chiropractic care.

Dr. Walter S. Gross
Chiropractic Physician

27620 Five Mile Road

Livonia, Michigan 48154 4276333
oM

Please call for an appointment and bring a copy of this
announcement with you.

.




