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Money, politics—high stakes in this numbers game’

By TOM LONERGAN

“What it should be is, it shouldn't miss anyone. On
the other hand, that’s not realistic.”

That's basically what the U.S. Census Bureau
grapples with every 10 years when it counts the
common folk, said bureau director Vincent Barab-
ba. -

Barabba, first appointed census chief by Richard
Nixon in 1973, was in the Detroit area recently to
hob nob with local government officials and the
media about the 20th U.S. head count since 1790.

THE NUMBERS wili not only determine if one of
Michigan's 19 congressmen will be looking for a
new job next year, but they are also a factor in the
distribution of nearly $50 billion in federal taxes to
state and local governments,

The vast majority of people are expected to mail
back completed census forms in April. The 20 per-
cent or so who don't will be visited by a census
worker. In 1970, two-thirds of the country received
census forms in the mail. This year, the bureau
plans to reach 80 to 90 percent by mail.

The mailed census is preferred because it ‘im-
proves the quality of the count,” Barabba said at a
press conference last week. It’s also “more secure
from a privacy point of view,” he added.

TO REACH travelers and those who call “home”
any place they can find it, the census bureau says
its workers will visit “missions, flophouses, train
and bus stations, all-night movies and live shows
and city or county jails.”

Does that include porno houses?

“Oh, yeah,” said Gerry Feder of the census bu-
reau’s Detroit office.

“They don't go in and watch the movies. And
they're not going to go in and interrupt what people
are doing, Lord knows.

“Some very carefully trained and very gutsy enu-
merators (interviewers) will be doing ‘the casual
count.”

The “casual count,” as the census bureau calls it,
includes pool halls, employment offices, food stamp
and welfare centers. Census workers will count
“floaters,” as Ms. Feder called them, on April 8 and

On April 1, those staying at hotels, motels, camp-
grounds, tourist homes and other temporary resi-
dences will find census packets attached to their
doors, vehicles or tents.

BARABBA SAID a U.S. population of 222 million
is one expected result of the 1980 census.

But he added a disproportionate number of mi-
norities were missed In 1970. The census bureau's

final 1970 population count of 204 million nation-

wide missed 2.5 percent of the population, the di-
rector said, including 7.7 percent of all blacks na-
tionwide and an equal proportion of Hispanic
Americans. :
For low-income areas, missed persons usually
lead to less federal tax money for social services.
“ON THOSE areas that have the greatest social

need, we're not going to get a complete count. His-
tory has taught us that lesson,” said Oakland Coun-
ty Commissioner Dennis Aaron, D-Oak Park.

At the county board's general government com-
mittee meeting last week, Aaron demanded the
county, assure such low-income areas-as Pontiac
and Royal Oak Township be given special attention
in the census count. Royal Oak Township is in Aar-
on’s district. h

“Go out and get those people,” Aaren told assist-
ant county planner Gordon Lambert.

“1 don’t care what you have to do to get them.
Don’t send me. Don't send the Birmingham ma-
trons. Send Mr. Superfly if that's what you have to
do so the recepient will talk to the workers.”

The district census office for Royal Oak Town-
ship s in Birmingham.

While Oakland County has not organized a “com-
plete county committee” to publicize the impor-
tance of the census, 11 communities have done so,
including Bloomfield Township, Lathrup Village
and Southfield.

0OaKland and western Wayne counties.

helps.

Hundreds of temporary census jobs are available in south

You don’t necessarily have to be a Democrat to get one, but it

Dems play favorites for census jobs

Garden City, Wayne, Canton Township and part.of Westland

was equally emphatic that the test was key to being hired.
“Everybody has to qualify by taking the test,” said Elaine

Gregory. “I don't care who they are. I had to take a test.”

hired from the end of February to the end of June,” said Ms.
Kabel. “It does not operate that way.”

BESIDES INTERVIEWERS, which the census bureau calls, | 1

“1f someone comes in here, I don’t ask if they're a Democrat
or Republican,” said Marianne Goedert, employment supervi-
sor for the census district office in Birmingham, which covers
south Oakland County.

But, she added, a person does have an advantage if “referred
by a source” -a Democratic elected official or the county Demo-
cratic party.

EVERY APPLICANT for the $4 an hour interviewer and
other jobs must pass a test, a new requirement of the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau.

“In the past, it has been strictly patronage,” said Clare Kabel,
district manager of the northwest Detroit office which covers
Redford Township, Livonia, the Plymouth area and part of
Westland.

“This is the first year you must take a test,” she said.

“Yes, we're soliciting names from Democratic officials, but
most of our candidates are John Q. Citizens taking the test.

They must pass or they don't get the job."
The district manager for the Dearborn census office covering

ACCORDING TO Ms. Kabel, the 54-question test covers
arithmetic, reading, map reading and ability to fill out comput-
er forms. N

Other qualifications for census jobs include being from the
district he or she is working in and being willing to work a
familiar neighborhood.

The district managers for western Wayne County said inter-
viewers are neeced in Garden City, Westland, Wayne, Plymouth
and Canton. Ms. Gregory said people will be placed as close as
possible to their neighborhoods.

“It's less mileage (at 18.5 cents a mile) for the government
and good for people who want to work in the area,” she said.
“Retirees are grand candidates for these jobs,” Ms. Kabel add-
ed

Unemployed workers will be hired but can only earn half of
their weekly unemployment compensation benefits.
Length of the jobs will likely vary from a few weeks to a few

May 6.

manths, depending on the work load. “People think they’ll be

“enumerators,” office clerks and crew leaders will be hired.
Clerks make $3.55 an hour; crew leaders, $4.50 an hour.

The interviewers go door to door to reach those people who
haven't mailed back their census forms. The forms will be
‘mailed March 28. The census bureau wants them mailed back
on April 1.

The Birmingham office will hire between 400 and 500 people .{/" .

from south Oakland County. The Dearborn office will need 850

employees and the northwest Detroit office 630.
Although the bulk of census workers won't be hired until next

month, the three district managers encourage early applicants. 5

THE OFFICE ADDRESSES:
« Birmingham: 234 Hunter, 48011 (zip), 645-6156 (phone).
« Dearborn — for Garden City, Wayne, Canton and Westland,
south of Cherry Hill — 15001 Commerce Drive N., 48126 (zip),
336-4770 (phone).

« Northwest Detroit — for Redford, Livonia, the Plymouth area -

and Westland, north of Cherry Hill — 25025 Grand River, De-
troit, 48240, 255-6385 (phone).

The ultimate answer to
pollen, dust and smoke.

Today's air is full of iritants that can cause watering
eyes, runny nose, coughing and general discomfort.
Now there is an air cleaner that can change all that.
Newtron® Electrostatic Air Cleaner
The Newtron® Air Cleaner wiil remove over 90% of
the pollen, dust and smoke from your home or busi-
ness—it's permanent, requites no electricity, needs no
installation or repair. Simply remove your old throw-a-
way filtec and slip in the Newtron® Air Cleancr.
Phone: 313 - 779-3491

TRIAD ASSOCIATES

30121 GROESBECK HIGHWAY
ROSEVILLE, MICHIGAN 48066

The ultimate air cleanes
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CHEMICALS — FREE, COMPUTERIZED WATER TESTING:
ROUND AND OVAL POOLS — All Sizes — SOLAR COVERS =
POOL ACCESSORIES — POOL COVERS — FILTERS — LINERS
FIREPLACE FIXTURES AND ACCESSORIES ON DISPLAY
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Don't Be
Misled

By QOur
Low Prices!

World of Sleep sells for less, much less than department
stores and ordinary furniture stores, and all we carry are
quality products you expect fo find in the better furniture
stores and depariment stores. That's what World of Sleep
is all about. Quality merchandise, unbeatable prices. It
adds up to ouistanding value!

Our selection of over 200 Sleep Sofes, for example,
includes names like Simmons Hide-a-beds, Karpen, Flex-
steel, Stratford, Guest Master and LaCrosse.

All of these fine lines give you dacron wrapped seat
cushions for seating comlort you can't imegine until you
try them out yourself. You'll also find outstanding features
like self decking, arm caps, Shepherd casters and TV
headrests. We only carry quality covers like Herculons,
Nylons, Acrylic velvets and Polyester Prints.

Here are just a few examplés of our wide selection. It
you've been thinking "New Sofa” or "Sleeper Sofa” don't
miss World of Sleep. Shop all the regular furniture stores
and department stores, then come into World of Sleep. Let
us show you what value is all about!

CONTEMPORARY STYLE 75" queen size Con-
vertible Sofa - 10030 pltiow backs, baister srm pifiows,
a1 doluxa featuras with queen slzo foam mattress. As
Shown in Herculon Matched Plald fabric. - Sale Pric
$449.85

‘COLONIAL STYLE Wingback 78" queen size Twer-
ty-Four-Hour Sola wiih attached fosm pilow back.
Deluxe tastures quoen siz6 foam maitress ~ Anlron
Nylonprint fabric. Sate Price $599.95

D. $489.95

TRADITIONAL STYLE 77 queen size Simmons
Hido-a-bed Sofa with reversiblo seat and back cushi-

CLASSIC ECLECTIC STYLE 75" queen sizo Dual
Purpose Safe. Every deluxs feature with queen size

foam matusess. With or without handsome wood tim for
1hose who prefer 10 decorata with wood. Sate Price.

Choose from over

200 Sleep Sofas

all priced to move

into your home now.

CONTEMPORARY STYLE 77" qwosn sue Sois & QITIMONS . Karpen
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F

TRADITIONAL STYLE 75" queen szs Twenty-four—
Nour Sofa with revorsibla cushion biacks and saats - every G

STYLE 77" queon size Convertibie

foam mattress - eathoriko Tabdc-backed vinyl In
threw colors - Gake Price $489.85

ons. Foaures Include queon sza mattress, Otefin
|acquard floral fabric. Simmons quallty. Sale Price
$599.95

Price $549.95
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WOODWARD & SQUARE LAKE ROAD

KINGSWOOD CENTER
334-4777  ER

ot sither grosn, bhue ox fust brown Hashion priat fabekc. Sake

Cnoies
Sofa. Bosutitul Horculon fabric in earth fone. Semi~
plaid. Sale Price $399.95

BEDDING
SOFA SLEEPERS
RECLINERS

OPEN DAILY 10 AM. 10 9 PM.
SATURDAY 10 AM. 10 6 P.M.
SUNDAY 1210 6 P.M.

WORLD OF SLEEP PROMISE
Guaranteed lowest Price
It you can find the same merchandise
somawhaere alse for less money within
3 alter purchess. The World of
Slesp will gladly refund the ditfer-
ance-plus & bonus ol 10%, based oa

the difference in prics!
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