Pat Bordman continues her se-
ries on community theater follow-
ing the Farmington Players, on-
stage and backstage, preparing for
the opening of “Angel Street.”

Don Briggs, a former GM manager of In-
ternational Technical Support Group, takes
full charge of set construction. (Photo by Pat
Bordman)

1-275 at Six Mile Rd. in Livonia
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR MARCH OCCUPANCY
Metropolitan Detroit’s newest and most accessible
esidential care facility. Adjacent to the newly devel-
oping Laurel Park Center, western Wayne County’s

very desirable commerciat and residential arca.
Dining room, housckeeping, special diets, medication.
and personal care assistance provided. R.N. and M.D.
on stalf. Special emphasis on Activity Therapy and
Reality Oricntation. R
Semi-private and Private rooms. Marricd couples wel-
come.

38910 W. Six Mile in Livonia

464-2772

A non-sectarian ministey of Trinity Baptist Church.

'REAL MADNESS

30% OFF

Everything in the Studio

»Sofas « *Wall Accessories
«Love Seats « Paintings
«Lamps «Bedroom Sets

= Accent Pieces = Dining Room Sets
+Tables, Chairs s Kitchen Sets

4 HOURS ONLY
7.P.M. to 11 P.M.

Master Charge, BankAmericard
and our own revolving charge

Sherwood Studios

Fine Furniture to Live With
Tel Twelve Mall
354-9060

Telegraph Rd. at 12 Mile

SAVE ON HEATING COSTS THIS YEAR
GET A HI-EFFICIENCY GAS FURNACE

LISTEN TO YOUR FURNACE.
IT COULD BE TELL{NG YOU SOMETHvING.

A ranling futnace can bora money "
fas. Replace yours now with the 37
deluxe Whilpool furnace with the {*
enecgy saving featares, i

« Flue Damper ¢

closes automatically to keep heat
from escaping up the chimney
when fotnace is n0t in operation.

« Direct Spack Ignition

replaces standing pilot light and
saves the gas a pilot would normal-
Iyuse.

« FREE « WHITE RODGERS En
ergy Saving Thermostat with pur
chase of 3 gzme

duces fuel
bils up t0
%

Call Us

We're Your Independent
WHIRLPOOL Dealer

N BRU Nl ':?ru gﬁ%:l’:[?mlnu Co.

FRE!

E. .
30863 W. 5 Mile Rd. - Livonia

D&E

@8 422-7575 ™
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Setting the stage

By PAT BORDMAN

Things are tense in the barn. Opening night of
“Angel Street” is Feb. 22, and the focus is no longer
on the actors. It seems certain they will be ready.

In suspense now is the empty stage, without col-
or, walls or furnishings to assist in interpreting the
play's meaning. The actors depend on those physi-
cal elements.

Usually the plywright describes various aspects
of the setting and stage paraphernalia, but to insure
accuracy, the library is used as a resource.

And, since the play is a period piece, the Players
want to insure that details such as tones, drapery,
picture hanging methods, or carpeting are all ac-
cording to the demands of the Victorian era.

For “Angel Street,” gas lights and iron grill work
was checked out during a visit to Greenfield Vil-
lage, made €xpressly for this purpose.

‘All this checking insures that the audience is not
distracted or upset by any obvious flaw in the set-
ting. - -

“We put a brace behind the flats so that when you
slam doors, things don't shake. We try to add some
charactoer to the set,” said Don Briggs, a board
member and former president of the Players.

Overall is the effort to make the stage believable
so that the audience is transported through fantasy
and imagination to the time of the play.

THE FARMINGTON Players Barn has a stage
that is small by most standards. For most produc-
tions, its size is only a minor annoyance. For “An-
gel Street,” it is a major disadvantage.

Briggs, who marked off the floor of the basement
for blocking the play, takes care of major set con-
struction and has a sense of what it takes to make
the stage look authentic.  *

Building a set is similar to building a room but
certain liberties are taken.

In “Angel Street,” quite a bit of action takes
place near the fireplace, so Briggs, with director
Ellie Jorgenson, established a ‘sight line.” ‘This is
the optimum angle at which the audience can ob-
serve the action. This is done by ‘raking’ or arrang-
ing the flats; or walls, at a given angle.

Now raking has created another problem. The
stage area is considerably lessened, so the illusion
of a larger stage is created by making the flats 12
feet high.

Set decorating chairperson Joanne Kaman devel-
ops the illusion another step by using contrasting
colors to add depth. )

A fireplace, a sliding door, and a circular stair-
case, all constructed by Briggs, are testimonials to
his pride of workmanship.

Sturdiness is important so the actors feel secure.

MS. KAMEN says of her job in the barn, “I make

((;onkinn:d on page 14C)

Elaine Wilson juggles and keeps track of the working props and the
stage props for “Angel Street.” (Photo by Pat Bordman)

REMEMBER HIM ON
VALENTINE’S DAY

FEBRUARY 14th

THE NATURE KNIT

Here’s a Valentine’s
Day gift he’ll love
to wear. A kait
shirt in a
permanently
pressed blend of
60% cotton, 40%
polyester. The
“Nature Knit”
features a patented
anti-pilling process
in a rainbow of
corton bright solids
with bellows pocket.
A grear gift idea
from your favorite
men’s shop SIMS.
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DAILY 9:30-9:00

7 Grand Shopping Center.

25473 Grand River Ave. - Redford - 531-7373 SUN 12-5
Six Fine Stores to Serve You

y Geore; there’s »
i SALE at 7-Grand Shopping
| Center now thru Saturday

Plus, Little George
Washington will be giving
away 200 cherry pies this
Saturday from 1to 4 P.M.

7-Grand shopping center is having an *Old Fashioned
George Washington Birthday Sale." They've got some
HONEST values that would make anyone cross the
Potomac to get. Plus, 200
miniature cherry pies will
be given away by George
himself this Saturday,
from 1to 4 p.m. DON'T
MISSIT.

SHOPPING LN GRAND STYL.
7 MILE ROAD anp GRAND RIVER

rﬁ

0

SOBLES

Country~ Shoppe
SINCE 1952+ -

531-3430
20620 Fenkell (Five Mile) )y

SALE -

. Save 30% until March 15th

You can appreciate the
Sugar Hill Pine Collec-
tion for the value it of-
fers today. We are th-
rilled to offer all " this
quality, all this beauty
for 30% off for 30 days.

—— COLONIAL - TRADITIONALI: =FURNISHINGS '& INTEH!OHS =

Member,
Interior Design
Society

-/
SALE ENDS 3/1/80

The Dynasty collection by Heritage offers balanced,
disciplined design in the tradition of Oriental’
styling. Warm, walnut veneers with pecan solids

20th

and other elegant features are combined with Annual-
contemporary versatility. Our professional 1.0.S. Storewide
interior designers will coordinate this collection Mid-Winter

for your home at no additional charge. Be sure to
visit us soon, as sale ends March 1st. Extended
terms, of course.

Sale

a. Bookcase Bed. . ... Reg. $ 719 Sale § 575
b. Small Armoire . ... Reg. $1199 Sale $ 959
¢ Light Bridge (80") . Reg. § 439 Sale S 351
d. Mirrors {each) .... Reg. § 129 Sale $ 103

Ray Interiors

Michigan’s first Drexel Heritoge % store
4767272 » 33300 Slocum Drive ¢ Farmington

2 blocks south of Grand River of f Farmington Road

Open Tues,, Wed., Sat., 9:30-5:30, Mon., Thur., Fri. 9:30-9:00

e Dresser......... Reg. $1279 Sale $1023
f. Bi-Fold Mirror . .. Reg. $ 579 Ssle $ 463
g 'Door Chest ..... Reg. $1199 Sale $ 959

%




