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Michael

backgammon

Kloian

' of the American Backgammon Club

By ERIC PETERS

The Toulouse Chamber Orchestra,
one of the world's finest, gave a per-
fectly extraordinary performance last

A new weekly column

Our new weekly column on back-
gammon is prepared by Mike Kloian,
president of the American Backgam-
mon Club. The column will present a
certain situation — one which was ac-
tually faced by an ABC member in
tournament play — and explain the
best move to make.

ABC has meetings and tournaments
around Detroit and provides lessons
through area educational institutions.

Kloian, who competed in a recent
tournament in Las Vegas, started play-
ing at age 15 but got bored after a few
vears. Then he discovered the doubling
cube.

“It's a whole new world,” he says.
“That’s where the entire game is. No
. doubt about it."

Backgammon was played in ancient
Egypt, according to archaeologists; ev-
idence of the game has been found in
tombs and some historians believe that
decisions were based on the outcome of
a game. The doubling cube was invent-
ed by a traveling salesman during the
Depression.

"HOME

TABLE

BLACK

But the game's popularity has soared
in recent years. It's found in many
bars, and it's 2 game that can be played
by perfect strangers.

KLOIAN ADMITS the game includes
the element of luck but he maintains
it's mainly skill. “Those numbers on
that dice,” he says. “You just don’t
know what’s coming up. But the skilled
player will always win in the end.

“It's really a complicated game. It's
nol as easy as people think it is.”

He maintains that the secret to good
playing is to look into the future — to
anticipate moves — and to exploit your
advantage when you have it.

“The early stage of the game is the
most critical,” he says.

For Kloian, backgammon is a uni-
versal game.

“Factory people, young kids, retirees
— everybody likes the game,” he says.
“You can travel and play anywhere.
There's no language barrier. It's just
that kind of game.”
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BEARING OFF three rolls) to bear off. Black also Go
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Very often during the bearing-off
(end) stage of a game, critical decisions
have to be made. Players can either
bear off checkers at the expense of the
resulting board position or pass up a
chance to bear off men in order to
maximize the distribution of remaining
checkers.

In the finals of an ABC championship
tournament, this® board position
appeared. Three rolls earlier, white
had a definite advantage and doubled
the cube.

Shortly after accepting, black rolled
double fives, appears to have captured
a slight lead in the bear-off race, and is
contemplating redoubling the cube. In
this position, white has rolled double
ones.

How would you play it?

First temptation might be to bear off
both checkers from the 2 point, leaving
the 1, 2 and 4 points open. This move,
however, could prove disaster rous in
the next few rolls. Removing two men
still leaves five checkers (requiring

needs three good rolls but has the 3 and
4 points open.

With several interesting playable op-
tions, white recognizes the removal of
one man is a must and that proper dis-
tribution is important.

White removed one man from the 2,
leaving six checkers to bear off and
moved two checkers from the 5 to the 4
point. Now the only bad number is ene,
and the distribution potential has in-
creased 100 percent.

White could have moved one checker

from 5 to 4, and one from 3 to 2 or ane.

from 2 to 1 (which is not as terrible),
but white chose the proper play.

INTHE GAME. . .

During the final bear-off, black nev-
er redoubled. After stripping the 1 and
2 point, black migsed on two rolls.

White was the winner.

The Awmerican Backgammon

Club can be contacted by calling 459-
57

Buddy Greco heads show
at db’s in Hyatt Regency

Buddy Greco has brought his combi-
nation of a strong voice with a refaxed,
jazzy approach to lyric and song for a
week-long stay beginning at 8:30 p.m.
Monday-Thursday, and 9 and 11:30 p.m
Friday-Saturday at db's Club in the Hy-
att Regency Dearborn.

Noted for his piano work with Benny
Goodman, Greco plays a total of seven
instguments but plays only one — his
planp — during his current stint at

b's,

-
GRECO IS A gold-record star, with
such hits as “The Lady Is a Tramp,”
“Around the World” and “Oh, Look-A-

‘There, Ain't She Pretty.” He is backed
women called the Vi-

by two young
sions.

One of these songstresses is the wife
of Buddy Greco, the former Jackie Sa-
batino, Playboy Bunny of the Year for
1974.

Further information may be ob-
tained by calling the Hyatt Regency
_Dearborn at 593-1234 and asking for
db's Club. Cover charge includes two
drinks and tax.

Following Buddy Greco will be Tina
Turner on Feb. 18-23 and Melba Moore,
from Feb. 25-March 1.

week at Varner Recital Hall on the
Oakland University campus near Roch-
ster.

Conductor-first violin Georges Ar-
mand and his wonderful ensemble de-
tivered anlexciling program of flaw-
lessly accomplished artistry at the
highest levels. Eleven Frenchmen on
violins, violas, bass viols, and a woman
at the harpsichord comprised the team.

The brilliance of their technical re-
finement was such that one couldn’t
tell where one instrument left off and
the next began. It was a sustained, con-
trolled precision, smoothness and com-
plete unity of sound.

Violins played as one man in every
detail and nuance without variation,
whether pizzicato or pure and unflawed
melodic line.

WORLD-RENOWNED FLUTIST Mi-

Legislation assists gift-

Legislation recently passed by the
state of Michigan allows contributions
to WTVS/Channel 56 to qualify for the
same kind of 50 percent state income
tax credit as gifts to universities and
libraries.

According to Jack Calwell, the pub-
lie TV station's president and general
manager, under Public Act 199, contri-
butions to Channel 56 of up to $200
($400 if a joint return if filed), made
since Jan. 2, 1980, can be reported to

review

chel Debost was featured soloist; he
had no reservations about shining out
from the rest as star performer. In-
dulging some stupendous bravura play-
ing, he coaxed sweetness and thrills
from the 110-year-old flute, the equiva-
lent of a Stradivarius, with a light
reedy rich and mellow exhaust after-
sound to the notes.

The big man swayed and bobbed
gracefully as he played. His shining in-
strument emitted trills and bird-throat-
ed sounds, shimmers of impressionist
light, flashes of thrilling electrification.

There were shrill shrieks; hollow,
open sounds which burst and popped
like bubbles, followed by flights of in-
credible speed and precision, now

the state for a 50 percent credit to be
applied against one’s state income tax
liability. Gifts may also be deducted on
Federal Income Tax forms.

For instance, a couple with a taxable
income of $25,000 could give $100 at a
net cost of only $14. (Individual cases
differ.) Individuals should check with
their tax advisor for details covering
their personal situation.)

'
AGNES SCOTT, director of develop-
ment, is enthusiastic about the benefits

| Orchesira, soloist give peak per

scudding and dipping, now soaring and
spinning, wandering, searching, strik-
ing or whispering.

A pair of early Barogue works began

the program with dignity and exem- -

plary taste: The Corelli Concerto Gros-
50 Op. 6, No. 3, and the Albinoni Sonata
a Cingue Op. 2, No. 6. The orchestra’s
superb timing and- complete unity of
collaboration was evident at once and
one could become lost in the simply
beauty of music.

Soloist Debost was introduced with a
pair of Vivaldi programmatic pieces
for flute and orchestra. “La Notte”
evokes a mood of night. Its second
movement is a transposition from the
“Four Seasons,” Vivaldi's most famous
program piece of nature. “11 Gardelli-
no” actually imitates the song of the
cardinal. There are long, soaring unac-
companied passages flute where the in-
strument is the prima donna and the
orchestra is forgotten.

The second half of the program
broke free with a modern work by

giving to Channel 56

to station donors as well as Channel 56.
“We think it (the new law) will help
us take our next big fund-raiser, Festi-
val '80 (March 1-16) over its very am-
bitious goal of $50,000,” she said.

‘The amendment to the legislation en-
abling the tax credit to station contrib-
utors was introduced to the state legis-
Iature by State Sen. Jack Faxon of De-
troit, a strong supporter of public tele-
wvision and the arts in Michigan.

Until the passage of this act, Channe!
56 was the only public television sta-

formance |-

Frenchman Jean Rivier. It is a mixture
of impressionist, expressionist and dis-
sonant music spun together in a loose + +
and colorful weave. ot
‘THIS WAS FOLLOWED by Benja-
min Britten’s stunning and exciting |
“Variations on a Theme of Frank
Bridge.” It premiered at the 1937
Salzburg Festival when the English
composer was becoming recognized as
a brilliant talent. The 11-part piece is
full of great variety, invention and hu-
mor.

The blood of the audience was
stirred to such enthusiasm that
Georges Armand was moved to bring
his orchestra back for four encores and
evoked a standing ovation at the end —
made all the more remarkable for the
fact that the hall was barley a third gl
that great night.

Should this orchestra and Debos
ever come again, let us hope to see’i
sold out with fans lining the walls.

tion in the state not able to take advan-
tage of the state tax credit. All other
Michigan PBS stations are licensed to
state universities and thus contribu-
tions to them have been considered
contributions to'state universities.

WTVS/Channel 56, as a community
licensee, is the only public television .
station in the state not licensed to an  *
institution of higher learning. The sta-
tion is licensed to the Detroit Educa- . -
tional Television Foundation. L
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Lunch * Dinner« Cocktails
AW, Maple RL.

(N.W. corner 15 & Liverncis)
Resarvations: 362-1907

Yeificoy,
Pasta
Italian Food

at Family Prices

BANQUET FACILITIES UP TO 300

strolling
musicians
Thursday
evening

APPEARING:

DURING FEBRUARY

The
Ron Coden
Show

FOR INFORMATION:

6897920

2360 Rochester Court
Troy, Michigan

PLYMOUTH
HILTON

WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY

MOUNTEIN
JACES

/
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EEKEND|
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VISITOURNEW @
LARGER FACILITIES_Z

- WECREATEDTHE.
THAT EVERYONE IMITAT;SOS i

U
+ TOSTADAS * ENCHILADAS

* QUESADILLAS

COCKTAILS —MEXICAN BEER

DAYS 1112, FRI. 111, SAT, 12-1,SUR. 311

1715 N. TELEGRAPH RD.

JUST BEFORE DIXIEHWY.

332-6851

Includes:

*a deluxe toom for two
for two nights. .

« childzen sharing room
with pareats stay [ree.

« complimentary fruit
basket or bortle of
champagae delivered to

$

only F.

ro0m

44240010 “Hilton Fling”
money 1o vse in the
testaurants, lounge, gift  yap
Shoporbikeren - vl ErEy

B +indoor poo, whitpool

and szuna,

PLYMOUTH
HILTON INN
Northuille Rd.at5
Plymouth, Mich. 4
(313) 459-4500

NG

One Night Fling

oty 66%°

RELAX with a spacious comfortable
room, indoor heated pool, sauna and
jacuzzi.

SHOP at the Briarwood Mall. Over 90
B specialty shops, 3 major stores, 4
theatres and more.

DINING and cocktails at Mantels.
Turn of the century casual elegance,
extensive menu selection, fabulous
Sunday Brunch.

7" DOUBLE OCCUPANCY RATES

. e BRIARWOOD HILTON

SPECIAL WEEKEND

State Rd. at 1-94
Ann Arbor
761-7800
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TWO GREAT MAMES
ONE GREAT
SKIWEEKEND
Oneofthemostinventive ski
weekend ideas to ever

come down the slope. Teke
the best of Pine Knob
andthebestof Somersetinn
...times two...just for you:
two glorious days of skiing,
dining and accommo-
dations. All for only $150
per couple. Here's what's
included:

TWO get acquainted fire-
side cocktails upon arrivalat
the Somerset [nn.

o TWO complete days of

- skiing for two at Pine Knob

* (all areas/all hours)

TWO nights deluxe

" gccommodations at fabulous
Somerset Inn

-~ TWO Saturday breakfasts
-+ of your choice at La Petite
Maison—Somerset Inn
TWO get acquainted
cocktails both days at the  |:
=~ Mansion—Pine Knob '
TWO Saturday lunches ($20
value) your choice from*The |
Mansion" Menu -Pine Knob
TWO superb Sunday
brunches at L'Auberge
—Somerset inn

PLUS:

Free parking at Pine Knobs'
Mansion as well as st the

-« Somersetinn.Completeuse
of The Mansion at Pine
Knob, all weekend long...
including exercise and

locker facilities, ClubLounge,
. Disco, Grill Room and .
" more! Plus, spkcial rates on
Pine Knob ski rentals

and lessons.

It's the greatest Michigan

. weekend ski package value
EVER!Cnly $150for TWO.

8170 Foi-

|Reservations:

Somerset Inn

313-643-7800

Pine Knob-
313-625-0700




