Animal

Q: What is an animal

nursing

highly technical

and how can I get into this field?
-1

A: Many persons compare the role
of an animal technician to that of a
nurse in human medicine.

In order to become licensed as an
animal technician, or veterinary as-
sistant, you must first qualify and
then pass an examination given by
the State Board of Veterinary Ex-
aminers.

There are two ways to qualify for
the examination. One is by working,
for a veterinarian for three years,
and the other is by completing an
accredited program in animal tech-
nology.

Three such programs are offered
in Michigan — at Michigan State
University, Wayne County Commu-
nity College and Macomb County
Community College. (There may be
a new program gpening at Oakland
Community College.)

All three existing programs are
approximately two years in length
and require 2 high school diploma as
a prerequisite for admission.

IN PRIVATE practice, an animal
technician assists the veterinarian
in many areas — radiology,

pet care

anesthesia, surgery, laboratory
work, animal nursing and educating
owners about their pet's health.

In addition to private practice,
there are many fields open to ani-
mal technicians, such as research in
universities and teaching.

Young persons interested in en-
tering into this type of career should
try to gain exposure to animals by
working or doing volunteer work,
for example in an animal facility.

The writers are area veteri-
narians. Send your questions to:
Pet Care, 2905 Walton, Rochester
48083.
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State gasoline tax no longer deductible

Motorists will get less of a federal tax break this
year because state and municipal gas taxes can no
Tonger be deducted as a personal expense, accord-
ing to Automobile Club of Michigan.

The refund amounts to almost $40 for the aver-
age federal taxpayer who itemizes deductions. The
gas tax break was eliminated by Congress with the
passing of an omnibus tax package in 1978.

Auto Club opposed the provision and has urged
Jawmakers to reinstate the deduction. The issve
resurfaced in the U.S,. Senate on Dec. 6, 1979, but
was defeated by a single vote.

LISTED ARE A number of personal deductions,
prepared by Auto Club, that motorists may still
take:

« Interest paid on auto loans and gas credit card
statements.

« State sales tax (4 percent in Michigan) on pur-
chase of automobiles, auto parts, accessories_and
supplies.

+ Casualty losses not reimbursed by insurance or
other means if not due to willful negligence. The
first $100 is not deductible.

« One-half of the medical coverage portion of
auto insurance premiums, up to $150, however, any
balance over $150' may be deducted as a medical
expense if it exceeds 3 percent of ‘the taxpayers
adjusted gross income.

« Cost of operating a vehicle in connection with
charitable or medical activities (8 cents per mile
plus parking and toil fees).

In addition, certain car expenses can be deducted
for business purposes depending upon the extent of
automobile use in the business or profession of the
taxpayer. Some of these deductions are:

+ Auto Club dues.

« License and title registration fees.

Senate OKs subway study

Money for the Woodward Avenue light

rail system was approved Tuesday by
Michigan Senate.

‘The main cog of the Southeastern Michi-
gan Transportation Authority’s 1990 region-
al transportation plan will now be consid-
ered by the House of Representatives. The

house has set a Friday deadline to act.
THE SENATE, by a 20-15 vote, appro

spending $950,000 for preliminary’ engi-
neering studies for SEMCOGs light rail sys-
tem, which will run underground from
downtown Detroit to McNichols (Six Mile)

and at surface to 10 Mile in Royal Oak.

State Sens. William Faust, D-Westland, R.

the

Robert Geake, R-Northville, William Huff-
‘man, D-Madison Heights, and Doug Ross, D-
0ak Park, voted yes. Ross had voted no a
week ago when the plan lost in an 18-18 tie.

adopted by voice vote.

SEMTA NEEDS the state's approval be-
fore it can apply for preliminary engineer-
ing grants from the federal government.
The bulk of iminary engi money

State Sen. Donald Bishop, R
voted no.

wved o construction.
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Faust aide Fred Anderson said the Senate
action was “not a vote on final engineering

“The "construction question must still
come before the legislature,” Anderson
said. An amendment proposed by Sen. Da-
vid Plawecki, D-Dearborn Heights, binds
the legislature to a vote on the subway sys-
tem’s final design. That amendment was

— $16 million —is expected to come from
Washington. The total state share of prelim-
inary engineering would be $4 million.

The result of preliminary engineering,

ing to a SEMTA sp: “will

tell us exactly what it's (the subway-rail
system) going to cost.”

SEMTA has estimated the subway and
surface rail line will cost $886 million to
build.
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 Depreciation.

 Gasoline, oil, lubrication, washing, repairs
(other than major replacements), garage rental,
parking and tol! fees.

AN INDIVIDUAL who operates his own vehicle
for business travel may take a standard mileage
rate deduction for the business mileage instead of
maintaining detailed records. That deduction is

18% cents per mile for the first 15,000 miles and 10
cents per mile in excess of that.

For more detailed information on auto-related
income tax deductions, persons can call the Inter-
nal Revenue Service using the toll-free number list-
ed in-the local telephone directory or inside the
1979 tax preparation booklet. Taxpapers also
should consult the most recent edition of the IRS
pamphlet entitled “Your Federal Income Tax.”
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Nowis the time to add to your present -
collection, or 1o start a new collection of
beautiful Gorham Sterfing Criginals. O course,
ail of Gorham's famous nationally advertised
patierns areincluded in this offer. Come in to
Wiggs today...and save! Sale ends 3/8780.

5% ok

Basic Place Setting Pieces on all
nationally-advertised patterns!

33'3% OFF ALL
OTHER OPEN STOCK

5 O E (4 OFF! Gorham’s famous Trade-lnl

ityou've fallen out of love:
with the stering pattern you
0w have, we'll replace it ¢
piece or piece, or with an
equivalent piece n the
Gorham Stering design of
your choice, and we'll deduct
an additional 50% OFF THE
OPENSTOCK SALE
PRICES.

Due to fluctuating siiver
market, prices subject to
change without notice.

‘We honor Visa and
N Master Charge

Telegraph at Long Lake Road
(18-Mile) Bloomfield Hills
<6447370+ J

openon,, Thurs. &Fri. until3:00P.M.
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with each purchase from a Blcomfield Plaza Merchant

Q
COMPUTER, CONNECTION o e & chance o i T () whwers il 5o

38437 Grand River Farmingfon Hills» 477-4470 drawn each Saturday from Feb. 9i-April 26th.
Daily 108 Mon. &Fri. 108 Coutezyof

p> ~ BLOOMFIELD PLAZ
7%

Troy and Rochester, you
WALIIJJIIJ)AI?Iflg never needed Joe S !

Callin any pattern from any book. Tomlinson, Gerald HI
¥ CHARGE - PAY WHEN Hooper, Paul Davis, Ron

Telegraph at
Maple Road

Enjoy Superb Values...
SOFAS and LOVESEATS

from our Extensive Harman Gallery Collection

NO DELIVERY CHARGE » PAY WHEN DELIVERED This Is one of the finest and most versatile collections we

have ever oifered! We have a very wide selection of

et et 7308 OI k i k G M t l styles...high or low arm, curved or straight, tulted one-piece
w1710 Geal0 787050 eksiak, Gerry mvutual, 1 Cihlons o gulr 00 Cushians i bolster plows
AL DAK A 2nd without...and an unsurpassed fabric assortment to add
A ® oae-5a20 H H 3 resh decoraling excitement 1o your rooms. Sofa_and
iKe IX, ] u I\Ian, Loveseat lengths vary 1o give you unfimited possibillies.
; TROY LIVONIA  OTHER AREAS A (Pricesvary according to fabric choice only.)
524-2200 522-7500 B0D-482-2488

Mike Kapp, Ron ‘
Schallhorn, Ken Kwasnik,
Ron Linder and Howard
Packman more.

AAA membership is just what you need for 1980.

No other auto club gives you so many services for
your money. ’

It pays 1o join AAA whether or not you buy insurance.
There's emergency road service and personal accident
insurance. Plus free maps. tour books. travel routings
and even no-charge travelers checks.

Past Wallcovering Distributors, Inc.

. 50Cents Per Rott Acded To All Orders Less Than Full Case (24 Rols]

' HOURS MON.—FRI. 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M

\.

« SOFAS from $549.
« LOVESEATS from $449.
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You gel the biggest discounts available anywhere on i (’2@

Hertzand Aviscar rentals. And all the services of thelargest - > h—4
car rerl v BE

travel agency in Michigan, ) .

Call or stop at your local AAA office today. And find out -

why it pays to join. More than ever before. o 5‘- i

AAA. You never needed us more.

’ Michigan
! CAR * HOME * LIFE INSURANCE
%Eﬁéurfeﬂsu%»%gy + 50 AUTO CLUB SERVICES
3 MIRACLE MILE SHOPPING CENTER
| TeiEcRATH MO O SOUME LTI Troy-Rochester ARA Telegraphat Long Lake Rd. (18-Mie) Bloomfield Hills

MTW 104 THF 108 SAT 107, SUN 128

RN 45 E, Long Lake Call 879-2030

« open Monday, Thursday & Friday until 8 P.M.«644-7370




