Agnes De Mille meets another challenge

By JOANNE KAYE PSENKA

The American Artists Series recently
premiered a type of program that will
become a regular feature of next
year's offering.

Warren Shwayder cited the series’
invitation to Agnes De Mille to lecture
as the first of talk presentations by sig-
nificant people “movers and

shakers.”
Audience reaction to this innovation
was i iatic. Animat-

" to a halt when the film and movie pro-

jector failed to provide the necessary
sound.

While technicians operated on the
equipment, Miss De Mille, with know-
ing poise and ad lib brilliance, quipped,
“I don't like mechanical things. Don't
you hate being at the mercy of all these
little nuts and bolts? I can’t defrost the
refrigerator.”

The audience laughed and applauded
in admiration for the fresh charm and

ed chatter gave way to reverent hush

as the program began — as if Agnes De .

Mille, distinguished dancer, choreogra-
pher, and writer, would soon re-create
the splendors and highlights of dance
history first-hand.

Her career, inspired by the young-
ster’s perception of Pavlova, contribut-
ed to the change and development of
the mainstream of American dance
along all the avenues this art form al-
lows ene to approach.

witty of her ad lib remarks
and became acquainted with her genius
during this enforced pause. She encour-
aged the audience to ask questions,
which she answered in depth, providing
a glimpse of the woman which the tick-
et to a lecture didn't promise in ad-
vance.

She recounted her experience in Rus-
sia as an honored guest and the obsta-
cles she ran into in trying to travel
freely there. She said she considers
Russian dance of today in the USSR.
*‘old-fash-

The i lecture, §
by anecdotes and jokes, came abruptly

and
ioned" and moribund.

The picture was brighter when she
reflected on the effect of American
dance on the rest of the world. Some of
the credit belongs to her. She has done
much to shape and influence the direc-
tion of American Dance and her dances
are still performed today, her books on
dance have become clssics in her time.

Dance history is a new field in fine
arts scholarship which Miss De Mille
approaches with deep perceptiveness
and unprejudiced eyes.

This film and lecture demonstration

telescoped the history of dance in our
country from the Indians (she sang an
Indian chant), to Black contributions,
Irish innovations, court dance, classical
ballet Isadora Duncan and Martha
Graham. )

Who can forget the film clips of
Agnes De Mille kerself gloriously danc-
ing, or her students performing?

Indeed, the afternoon proved the dra-
‘matic fervor of Agnes De Mille — who
was introduced as “a woman of pas-
sion.”

Tax workshop designed for artists

The Center for Creative Studies Col-
lege of Art and Design offers an in-
come tax workshop designed to cover
the preparation of appropriate IRS tax
forms used by the artist.

The three-hour workshop will take
place from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday at
the CCS, 245 E. Kirby in Detroit’s Uni-
versity-Cultural Center. The fee of $8 is
tax deductible. For further informa-

tion, call the registrar’s office at 872-
3118,

Leonard F. Charla, J.D., who is cur-
rently affiliated with General Motors
Corp., will conduct the workshop. Char-
la received a master of laws from
George Washington University gradu-
ate school of public and international
law and a doctor of law from Catholic
University Law School.
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A tacling furnace can bum money
fast. Replace yours now with the
deluse Whirlpool furnace with the
energy saving feacures.

« Flue Damper

closes automatically t0 keep heat
from escaping up the chimney
when furnace is n0t in operation.

« Direct Spark Ignition

teplaces standing pilot light and
saves the gas a pilot would normal-
Ty use.
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Peter G. Remington of Birmingham
has been appointed director of develop-
ment for the Detroit Symphony Orches-

ra.
“Following an extensive search we
are most pleased to announce Peter
Remington's appointment to our exec-
tuive staff,” Ralph Guthrie, DSO man-
aging director, said. “He has evidenced
his fund-raising qualifications here in
our own community as director of the
United i ial unit.

Orchestra appoints
development director

perience should prove to be a definite|
asset to the orchestra. We are confident|
he will develop, enhance, and refine the|
fund-raising programs necessary to|
maintain the world class statue this
great orchestra has achieved.”

Remington, has been employed by
the United Foundation of Detroit since
1975. As the commercial unit director|
he was responsible for soliciting 1,300
organizati Last year, the unit

“In addition to his knowledge of the
community, his qualifications and ex-

raised more than $5.5 million which
was 9.3 percent over the previous year.
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variety of colors and materials.
They fit any area.

INTERIOR SHUTTERS

Joanna makes those handsome
Western Pine interior shutters

Open Monday and
Thursday 'til 8 P.M.

VISA + MASTER CHARGE
Sale ends Feb. 27th.

Joanna's vertical louver blinds are the bigidea in
window treatyments for your home. And no wonder!
They're terrific looking, with clean, modern linesin a
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