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When Liz Bishop was assigned the
job of directing “The Petrified Forest”
for Oakland Community College, she
had no'trouble relating to the story.

Robert E. Sherwood's Depression-
era play about a French girl growing
up in America matches Miss Bishop's
own adolescence. N

“The Petrified Forest” continues at
0CC’s Southeast. Campus Theater on
Center Street in Royal Oak. For ticket
information, phone 548-1252.

“Sherwood placed the girl, Gabrielle,
in Arizona,” Ms. Bishop said, “and used
France as a symbol of the faraway
goal everybody longs for but can't at-
tain.”

In the play, Gabrielle gets her wish
to rejoin her mother in France through
the sacrifice of a traveler who leaves
her his life insurance.

Many people remember Bette Davis
as Gabrielle in the film reading the po-
ems of Francois Villen to a dying
Leslie Howard.

For the part of Gabrielle in the play

Stonchenge. Druids. “Morte d'Ar-
thur,” The writing of William Butler
Yeats. All have associations with the
word, Celtic.

The Celts, an ancient people whose
influence has echoed through the centu-
ries, now are subject matter for an un-
usual theater piece “Dark Solstice,” to
be presented at 8 p.m. Feb. 28, at The
University of Michigan's Power Center
for the Performing Arts.

“Dark Solstice” is created by the
Facets Performance Ensemble of Chi-
cago, “A unique dramatic group in this

Ms. Bishop chose Oakland University
freshman Lisa Craig of Royal Oak.

“LISA LOOKS just right for the
role,” Ms. Bishop said, “and as a
trained singer, her-voice was ideal for
recitihg Villon's poetry.”

Herself a graduate of Oakland Uni-
versity, Ms. Bishop has read all of Vil-
lon’s verse in the original French and
she still speaks the language fluently.

“It was fun to sce someone else act
out situations that resembled my own
life,” she said. “In the play, the girl's
parents divorce and she comes to
America with her father. I came to
America with my mother, so it's not
exactly the same.”

Nevertheless, lines that refer to
brothers Gabriclle has never seen in
France remind Ms. Bishop of her expe-
rience.

“When I was 23, I went back to
France and saw my father. Sure
enough, he had a whole separate family
1 had never met before,” she said. “I
was surprised because one of them

city,” according to the Chicago Daily
News. Compared to the carly Pilobolus
troupe, Facets is an “Avantgarde gym-
nastic team . . . {whose) movements
have a mesmerizing force as they join
and break apart in their configura-
tions,” the News said.

These visual quality may be cne rea-
son European film directors have
shown interest in Facets’ work. Werner
Herzog (director, “Nosferatu”). who
says he normally despises theater, pra-
ises Facets. “I don't know any theater
which has taken the development of
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Director finds plot a familiar one

looked just like my brother Jearn.”

Her brother, Jean Fleury of Bir-
mingham, plays a small part in the
play and her brother Jerry, also of Bir-
mingham, tackles the role of Squier,
the traveler who befriends Gabrielle.
Not to be left out, her husband, Tom
Kegel, is stage manager for the produc-
tion. .

THE GROUP of players produces
about six plays a year at the Southeast
Campus of OCC, where Kegel is a the-
ater instructor. Last spring, in the mu-
sical “Cabaret,” he pressed Ms. Bishop
into the part of the emcee — a role
usually played by a man.

“The part had all sorts of special re-
quirements,” Ms. Bishbp remembers.
“The emcee was supposed to be a little
guy in a tuxedo who spoke several lan-
guages, twirled a baton and dances —
all this in ajgaudy white-face make-up.
1wore a black wig and a mustache and
half the audience thought it was a
man.”

Facets ensemble presents ‘Dark

personal language so far . . . .,” Louis
Malle, director of “Lacomb, Lucien,”
said.

NOT STRICTLY a mime performing
group, Facets productions have both di-
alogue and vocal effects. "It is aston-
ishing that a language like English
could be so musical," French director
Claude Chabrol remarked after seeing
the company in Chicago. It's “a very
impressive spectacle.”

According to Mark Burk, a member

Ms. Bishop is a professional mime in
the daytime. As 2 member of the Mime
Ensemble, she performed recently at
The Community House and at Holy
Name School in the role of Pinocchio.
She also has had two of her own plays
staged at the college.

What's next for this petite director
and actress? MS. Bishop is alregdy
working on another play weekends.
She's putting 28 dancers through the
numbers for “Hair" as choreographer.

The rock musical will be presented
at the Royal Oak campus in April. Also
in rehearsal are two new productions
with the Mime Ensemble at Oakland
University and more performances of
“Pinocchio.”

‘That doesn't leave much time for ce-
ramics or French cooking — a major
disappointment to her husband. “Tom
likes French dinners, but they take
hours to prepare,” Ms. Bishop ex-
plained, “so we eat a lot of Chines:
food after work.” -

Solstice’ :

of Facets, “Dark Solstice” took about a
year for the troupe to develop. Re-
search included a trip to Brittany,
France, to examine Celtic ruins there.
‘The Celts were one of the earliest re-
corded cultures, possibly the first, and
in “Dark Solstice™ ecarly man's re-
sponse to major crisis is examined, he
said.

For further information call the Pro-
fessional Thealre Program Ticket Off-
ice at 764-0450. Special student an
group rates are available. -
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SIEENA HEIGHTS COLLEGE
Southfield Center
21700 Northwestern Highway

ffers
a Baccalaureate Degree -
Completion Programin
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
AND MANAGEMENT

Program Features

+ Designed to meet the needs of the Working Adult
Student with all classes in flexible evening/weekend

Holiday Inn, we iove to see
kids and couples and crowds
of fun-loving folks having a
good time. That's why we're
offering a special weekend
package for fun-lovers of all

shapes and sizes to come and join the fun in our

11,000 - sq. - ft. Holidome Fun Center. Swimming

pool, whirlpool, putting greens, poo! table, ping pong

tables, shuffleboard, an Arcade of pinball and electronic
. games, and Jimmy’s cafe — serving refreshments pool-

side. Plus, Inn guests are only minutes away from skiing,

ice skating, roller skating, racquetball, Twelve Oaks

Mall and more.

FIRSTNIGHT-$40; SECOND NIGHT-$35

..per room; kids under 18 share parents’ room free.
{Maximum — 4 persons/room.) Full use of Holidome
facilities. Free in-room movies; childrens’ movies Saturday
and Sunday — 10 A.M. Advance reServations required.
Offer good thru June 1, 1980.
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operated by Abel Management Co. under license

38123 W. Ten Mile Road
Farmington Hills, Mi 43024
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time frames.
Program assumes that you have an Associates Degree in
. Business Administration and Management or its equiva-
lent.
« Srnall class sizes; personal attention.
« Fully accredited program at reasonable costs.
« Skilled advisors who will assist you in receiving the
maximum credit you are entitled to. ’
« Convenient location adjacent to Northland Shopping
Center; excellent parking: ’
+ A well-developed prior life experience leaming pro-
gram; credit awarded for AIB work and some compa-
ny-sponsored training programs.

CLASSES BEGIN MARCH 3 AND MAY'5 |
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