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! Adversaries debate
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‘Does death penalty serve justice, deter crime?

By TOM LONERGAN

“No law shull be enacted provid-
ing for the penalty of death.”

— Michigan Constitution,

Art. 1V, Sec. 46.

“For every execution in the coun-
try, ,eight potential lives would be
spared. That's not a bad trade-off.”

— L. Brooks Patterson.

Patterson, prosecuting attorney of
Oakland County, says the death penalty
is needed because “the eriminal justice
system s a miserable failure.

“It does not deter crime,” he told 100
members of the North Oakland Cham-
ber of Commerce meeting in the Ponti-
ac Silverdome last week. “It does not
punish or rehabilitate the offender. It
fails to protect the public.”

PATTERSON'S OPPONENT in a
debate on capital punishment opposes
the death penalty under any circum-
stances.

“Justice demands punishment,” said
Howard Simon, state director of the
American Civil Liberties Union. “What

we're debating here is: Does justice de- -

mand execution?”

Patterson says it does. He's leading a
petition drive to allow judges to levy
the death penalty in Michigan as pun-
ishment for first-degree murder. He
wants to put the issue on the November
1982 general election ballot.

Since the U.S. Supreme Court in 1976
gave states the option to bring back
capital punishment, death penalty sup-
porters have rallied. Since 1977, Utah,
Florida and Nevada have executed one
man each.

In 1846, Michigan was the first Eng-

Dorati given award

Detroit Symphony Or-
chestra Music Director
Antal Dorati has been se-
lected to receive the first
annual Clarion award by
the Detroit chapter of the
Public Relations Society
of America.

The Clarion Award was
established to honor
someone who resides or
works in Detroit who has

community through the
medium of communica-
tion including writing,
speaking, mass media,

art, music, or sculpture.
Dorati was cited for
“his insistence on excel-
lence and outstanding
musicianship,” *‘for
breathing life back into
the orchestra,™ and being
“a master of internation-
i medium

to the enhancement of the

ally
that transcends language

barriers.”

CONTRACTED
WHILE conducting the
Royal Philharmonic in
London, Maestro Dorati
said he was “delighted”
with the honor and noted,
“Through the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra, De-
troit has found yet anoth-
er way to give its mes-
sage to the world.”

lish speaking jurisdiction to prehibit
capital punishment. Nearly 40 states
now have death penalty laws on the
books. -

“l DON'T SEE barbarians running
around in 39 states,” Patterson said.

“Some crimes are so bad that in
some cases, it requires the taking of a
criminal's life. That's not L. Brooks
Patterson saying that. That’s the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court.”

But Simon, a former college crimi-
nal justice professor, argued that the
nation’s high court did not sanction
capital punishment in the 1976 decision
known as Gregg versus Georgia.

He said the court found the evidence
“wholly inconclusive™ that capital pun-
ishment is a deterrent to violent crime.
“For a certain category,” like hired
contract killers, Simon said the court
assumed capital punishment “may en-
ter into the (murderer’s) decision to
act.”

But for those who “act in passion,”
Simon said, the court assumed the
death penalty would “have little effect.

“There's been no subject that's been
studied more than this,” added Simon.

“WHAT DID Detroit do to cut its
homicide rate (from 801 in 1974 to the
400 range last year) in half?” Simon
asked.

“Pwo hundred ' thousand people
moved out, that's what they did,”
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DIAL 589-2710
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C.B.CHARLES GALLERIES

AUCTIONEERS « APPRAISERS « ESTATE SPECIALISTS
825 Woodward Avenue, Pontiac, Michigan 48053

Featuring: Orientalia from a Titled Gentle-
man who resided in the Orient for 17 years
The Robert E. Wiley Collection of European
Porcelain » The Meisner Collection of Rare
and Valuable Oriental Rugs « Silver from
the Estate of Sir Christopher Chancellor,
C.M.G., London, England « Jade and Ivory
Collection of Daniel Wronek « Jewelry from
the “Helen Kellogg” Estate « Impressive Oil
Paintings « Bronze Statuary « Period and
Decorative Furniture and Accessories, China,
Art Glass and Crystal as well as many Collec
 tibles too numerous to mention.

Exhibition: One Hour Prior to Each Session.
Terms: Cash, Check, American Express,

Information: Please Call (313) 338-9203.
Galleries reserve the right to withdraw
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Patterson responded, which brought ‘a
roar of laughter from the assembled
business people.

Both speakers cited a 1975 Universi-
ty of Chicago study on capital punish-
ment’s effect, but they differed on what
Prof. Isaac Ehrlich's study concluded.

Simon found the study didn’t imply
that the death penalty proved a deter-
rent against crime. The study, said
Simon, also said the “rate of murder
and other crimes could be reduced by
an increase of employment and other
opportunities.” .

Patterson said Simon was only tak-
ing sentences of the study “that you
think goes with your side.

“On balance,” the prosecutor argued,
the Ehrlich study said the death penal-
ty does deter.

“Even if I couldn’t convince him the
deterrent is real, justice demands it

_Fine Fumitufe Since 1917

So Much for So Little

Two great bedroom values-
- now during our Winter Sale.

four piece group.

Does justice
demand
execution?

Patterson

-
(capital punishment),” Patterson safd.

“The question is not deserving to be
punished, per se,” said Simon, “but if
anything is gained for increasing pun-
ishment beyond mandatory life impris-
onment.”

PATTERSON SAID a Michigan De-

partment of Corrections statement re--

leased after he announced the petition
drive last fall showed 75 percent of
prisoners sentenced to mandatory life
don't serve the full time.

According to the presecutor, 25 per-
cent of the inmates die, another 25 per-
cent have their sentences reversed and
50 percent have their sentences com-
muted by the governor.

Even if those convicted served full
life sentences, “I still wouldn't be sa-
tisifed,” Patterson added.

As the lunch crowd filtered out of the

Bold traditional styling
is enhanced by the warm

pecan finish and heavy looking
hardware on this atfordable group.
(Shown below) . Poplar solids and
pecky pecan veneers highlight this slightly
casual bedroom setting that is a great value.
Dresser, chest, mircor, double/queen headboard in this
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Only $899.
Nightstand $149.
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Pontiac Silverdome banquet room,
Patterson said, “There’s some petitions
at the door, by the way.”

THE CONSTITUTIONAL change
Patterson is pushing would require the
Michigan Legislature to enact capital
punishment Iaws to be used not only in
first-degree murder convictions but
also felony murder. This includes
deaths which occur during robbery,
burglary, rape, arson, extortion or kid-
napping. N

A death penalty petition drive in
1978 led by former State Rep. Kirby
Holmes, R-Ulica, failed to receive
encugh signatures to put the question
on the ballot. Patterson needs a mini-
mum 286,722 signatures to put the is-
sue on the November 1982 ballot.

Simon noted that capital punishment
is opposed by Gov. William Milliken;
Lt. Gov. James Brickley; Perry John-
son, state Department of Corrections
head; and Wayne County Prosecutor
William Cahalan.

Earlier this month, Oakland Circuit
Judge Farrell Roberts ordered Patter-
son not to refer to the murder of a 20-
year old Clarkston woman in his cam-
paign for the death penalty. Patterson
is proseculing the case, scheduled to
start Feb. 26, against two 19-year-old
northern Oakland County men charged
with the murder.
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The magnificence of enduring clas-
sic style at affordable prices is here.
A uniquely imaginative blend of old
world and traditional design, this
new bedroom features the shaped

"~ front of the dresser, fluted end
posts, custom designed hardware.
and a pecky pecan finish.

VILLA ANDREA

Five Piece Bedroom Group
Only $999.

. Nightstand $149.
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