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Language blatantly sexist

1 read it twice to make sure I was not mistaken.
The statement by the Cleveland suburban official
as quoted in the metro newspaper claimed that a
missile plant in Detroit had offered everything “in-
cluding their wives and the kitchen sink™ to Volks-
wagen to encourage them to locate there. The dis-
claimer that this might be an overstatement hardly
serves justice in such a blatant disregard for lan-

- guage that should communicate and not excom-
municate.

I use the word excommunicate to describe what
such thoughtless and inconsiderate words imply be-
cause they deprive a whole category of people of
the worth and respect that humanity would claim
for itself. By reducing “wives” to objects that can
be used as barter gifts the statement itself, and its
repetition in printed form, bespeaks a condition of
thought that can only be called reprehensible.

Our culture has been blatantly sexual in many

i ons of roles. The i difficulty
experienced by males in maintaining male suprem-
acy has unleashed a violence in this characteriza-
tion that must be checked. It is no accident that
women are subjected more and more to violence
and abuse and treated less and less with respect
and regard. With male supremacy no longer sup-
portable, the threat to the male identity is indeed a
challenging one. But lapsing into language that.
might momentarily bolster a sagging spirit is nei-;
ther tolerable nor worthy of repetition.

We need to be much more intentional and delib-
erate in the words we use to describe conditions
and features of life that we share. It will take much
more than 2 mere desire that we use words and
characterizations in keeping with our new sense of
respect and regard for all people. A reminder to
ope another to continue steadfastly in the exercise
of integrity as we communicate is only a first step.

Esther Adler {right) president of the Women’s Division of the De-
troit Round Table, presents certificates to four winners of community
service awards. They are Golda Krolik (left) of Birmingham, Pauline
Jackson, Marjorie Pecbles Meyers and Goldie Adler of Southfield.

Groups help kids of widowed, diverced
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7 honored for service

Seven women who have given long
service to their communities were hon-
ored by the Woman's Division of the
Detroit Round Table during a recent
luncheon of the ecumenical organiza-
tion.

Honorees named during the event at
the Cathedral Church of St. Paul in De-
troit included Golda Krolick of Bir-

mingham, who served under five De-
troit mayors on rehabilitation commit-
tees, Goldie Adler of Southfield, active
in Hadassah and the sisterhood of
Shaarey Zedek, and social workers
Ruth Redstone of Detroit and Pauline
Jackson of Southfield.

Others are Dr. Marjorie Peebles
Meyers, Wayne State college of medi-

cine factulty member, Buelah Whitby
of the WSU social work faculty and
Erma Henderson, Detroit Common
Courcil member.

Dr. Bernadine Denning, the Detroit

.school district’s community relations

executive director, was speaker for the
luncheon. The Detroit Round Table is
affiliated with the National Conference
of Christians and Jews.

SPACE, a community service for
widowed and divorced men and women
and their families, will begin two new
support group series for youngsers. One
is designed especially for those chil-
dren who have experienced the death
of a parent. The second is for young-
sters whose parents are divorced.

Both run 2-3:30 p.m. beginning Sun-
day, March 1 and continuing March 9
and 16.

The sessions will offer school-age
children the opportunity to learn that
they are not alone by meeting other
children like themselves and to explore
their feelings, concerns, and strengths.

Youngsters will be divided into small
groups according to age. Pre-registra-
tion for the series is required.

A new four-week support group se-
ries for widowed men and women will
begin on Monday, March 3. March sup-
port groups for the divorced will take
place on Tuesdays, starting March 4
and continuing on March 11 and 18, and
March 25.

All support groups are guided by
trained facilitators. Pre-registration is
necessary.

SPACE will sponsor its weeeky drop-

divorced at 8 pm. Wednesday, March 4.
This rap session allows individuals the
opportumnity to come together in an in-
formal atmosphere, share common
concerns, and learn from one another.

SPACE is a service of the Greater
Detroit section. National Council of
Jewish Women. All programs take
place in the NCIW offices, 16400 W. 12
Mile, Southfield. There are nominal
charges. To register for any of the se-
ries or to obtain further information
about SPACE activities, call Aida
Cutler weekdays between 9 a.m. and 1

in discussion for both the widowed and P-m. at 557-9604.
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