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By CORINNE ABATT

;I there is any single bit of proof that
the metropolitan Detroit area is fast
becoming a major audience for the
arts, it's dance.

The Detroit Symphony delightedly
that all seven

“THE OPENING night program
this year illustrates the kind of balance
that not only tests the dancers, but
.avoids killing monotony and keeps the
‘audience interest at a peak.

The program opened with “Trinity,”
with music by Alan Raph and Lee Hol-

of the Joffrey Ballet were sell-outs.
Music Hall Center, too, has had excel-
lent response for its expanded dance
programs this season.

The Joffrey pays its dues to achieve
the sell-outs. Last year's “Romeo and
Juliet” to the music of Prokofiev was
absolutely incredible — the kind to re-
member for many years, the kind you
could see for three nights’ running and
still not tire of.

* The Joffrey has any number of good

things going for it — a fine corps of
super-energetic, skilled dancers, excit-
ing choreographers and excellent pro-
gram balance.

dridge and ch by Gerald
Arpino, It is in three pans — Sunday,
Summerland and’ Saturday. The pre-
dominent music is rock, late-1960s®
variety, intense, pulsating, done with
amps by a large segment of the Detroit
Symphony.

During the middle part of the ballet,
the mood changed dramatically as the
Boychoir of Christ Church of Grosse
Pointe sang very early liturgical music
and the pace of the dance went from
high energy to sensitive, sensual ritu-

als.
The third part of the ballet is a t‘a-
turn to the powerful, energy of rock.

It is expected that choreography witl

Labels, cost
won’t insure
good taste

Room yor Design

Last week, I touched upon the sub-
ject of developing good taste. I
promised to follow through more ela-
borately on the elements that comprise
the art of acquiring good taste.

It's not a subject you can learn in
school. Nor is it something you can buy.
You can’t borrow it from a neighbor or
friend or inherit it.

. You may find yourself in a store sur-
rounded with tasteful items and still
not know just how to coordinate and se-
Ject the pieces that will

Remember fashion isn’t a good crite-
rion of design. Fashion in home furnish-
ings may soon become outdated. It's
important, therefore, to learn to dis-
criminate between fad and an enduring
design,

‘Whether you are buying a dish, a
chair, or a house, keep in mind that
good taste isn’t determined by cost.
Ultimately, taste is a sense of what is
appropriate to your way of life. By sur-
rounding yourself with the things that
are ible to your way

‘ach other.
+= Everyone has certain likes and dis-
ikes — colors and styles they prefer to
Jive with. Somewhat like picking your
friends, you select those that comple-
ment your persorality and make you
feel comfortable. There may be certain
‘people with whom you desire to spend
‘as much time as possible, with others
an hour is too long.

There are furnishings that you see in
stores and showrooms or in other
people’s homes and though they may be
attractive, you know you couldn’t live
with them. The way you choose to dress
may be totally different from today’s
fashion or trends. But if it suits your
personality regardless of current
styles, you are expressing individvali-

ty.

However, there are sorhie exceptions.
For example, you may not want to
wear a large hat if you are rather
short. If you are a redhead, you might
decide to stay away from bright
prange.
¢ There are elements and principles of
esign which play an important part in
& room that is planned tastefully. De-
Velop the habit of careful and constant
observation. Wherever you go, notice
light and shadow, shape and texture,
pattern and color, and colors that com-
plement each other.

" LOOK FOR BALANCE, scale and
proportion, rhythm and emphasis. Ex-
‘amine rooms that appeal to you and ob-
serve how certain principlés of design
have been applied. Ask questions. Study
the home furnishings magazines and
see how certatn Izchmques have been
apphed

of living, you express taste.

The success of your decorating de-
pends upon the way you blend the
ingredients that have been chosen with
your home and (anuly in mind.

1 recall a friend whom I met with
frequently. I was always impressed
wilh the way she was “put together” —

ressed, well i
and always stylish,

I was certain that if she wore her
clothes inside out, I would see nothing
but the most exclusive designer's
labels. She looked like a million dollars,
yet I knew she was on a very moderate
budget. One day I couldn’t keep from
asking her where she shopped and what
her secret was.

WHAT SHE CONFIDED TO ME
was a procedure I had long employed
in the design business. I had simply not
thought to apply the same camouflage
to clothing. She would select a very
well-made suit of exceptional quality
and design. That was her basic ingred-
ient. She would then take herself to the
bargain basement and co-ordinate the
blouse. The accessories scarf,
gloves, and belt — might have been
found at a dime store. The handbag and
hat may have come from a department
store sale counter, yet she emanated
style and good taste.

The same principle may be applied
to home furnishings. Invest more in the
furnishings you will “use up.” The car-
peting, floor covering and furniture are
basics like my | friend’s suit. But who is
to know the origin of your accessories?.
You can buy items from ads in the pa-
per or spend a fortune on imports.
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showcase the women of a ballet com-
pany. But there was a time when the
male dancers, leading dancers except-
ed, were largely intended to support
the women. Not so with Joffrey. For
one thing, this isn't a star oriented com-
pany. Each dancer is featured many
times, a total_group effort. And all
male dancers are beautifully show-
cased, not as just male dancers, either,
but as virile, powerful, exciting ath-
letes. And, incidentally, few, if any ath-
letic endeavors, are more demanding
of physical excellence than this type of
dance.

THIS, MOST CERTAINLY, is one of
the reasons for Joffrey’s wide appeal.
Yet, all of this athletic prowess is keptr
within the framework of art rather
than athletics. It is a balance that is
always controlled, beautiful to watch
without being pretty.

“Monotones II,” music by Eric Satie,

choreography by Frederick Ashton, isa
total study in control, both mental and
physical. Three dancers, Darrell Bar-
nett, Charlene Gehm and Dennis Poole,
dressed in simple white jumpsuit type
costumes with white head coverings,
performed the demanding pure-of-
form choreography with great delica-
cy. This piece seems to isolate dance
from the world around it, taking each
movement and showing it as in individ-
ual work of art. Because the music’s
tempo is liesurely (it was orchestrated
by Debussy), the demand for excellence
isall the more apparent. .

The effect was something like look-
ing at an unset, but faceted diamond on
a plain background — you can see all
of its beauty and all of its flaws. There
were few, if any, flaws here.

“A Wedding Bouquet” was the pro-
duction number of the opening per-
formance. For those’ who expect at
least one piece in a ballet program
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With elaborate costumes, sets and story
line, this was the answer.

The story, from a poem by Gertrude
Stein, was narrated by Christian Hold-
er as the debonaire raconteur who is
seated in evening dress at a small table
in the corner of the stage liesurely
drinking champagne. Holder reads as
well as he dances and Stein’s lines are
not the easiest to handle.

THE STORY of a couple about to
be married is set in a French village,
Before the ballet concludes, one former
mistress of the groom has been rather
harshly cast aside and several others
eng up in the wedding party.

Music, narration, costumes, story
and choreography all combine to make
this a charming piece almost of the
operetta ilk. However, it is something
less than a showpiece for pure dance.
In this one, the dancers are closer to
actors.

ey Ballet plays to a full house

The final program selection was
“Suite Saint-Seans” and here the chore-
ography was more in the classical
mode. Arpino did the choreography for
Saint-Saens' music. The lighting by
Thomas Skelton, soft, gentle, at times
almost opalescent, but with striking
clarity.

In the “Minuet” Lisa Headley and
Patricia Miller were both outstandizg.
Ms. Headley dances like a buttégily
which has just emerged from a cocpon,
delighted to be born able to fly, over-
joyed at being alive. Ms. Headley takes
some charming liberties with the clas-
sical style. Her hands and smile as well
as her whole body convey her excit-
ment with her art form. This is true of
the whole company, not only do they
communicate their pleasure in what
they are doing to each other with
smiles and eye contact, it comes right
through to the audience.

Enlrar\cs‘

@mstfﬁné

“SOLARIAN

Brand New Sundial

- BEACON

- STREET
BRICK

Now in 4 natural tones to harmonize
with any color scheme.
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THESE RATES APPLY ONLY TO THE FINANCING
OF NEW 1979 AUTOMOBILES AND ARE SUBJECT
TO A 20% DOWN PAYMENT AND BANK CREDIT
APPROVAL. THEY MAY BE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE OR WITHDRAWAL AT ANY TIME WITH-
OUT PRIOR NOTICE.

ENTIRE  STOCK
Guys ‘n’ Gals
SWEATERS

Styles for "Him" and for “Her"

75% oft

Orig. $10 to $50
Now 82.50 to $12.50
FINAL CLEARANCE
COIDAQH QDN DN D
Also For “Him” and **Her”
ENTIRE STOCK
FLANNEL SHIRTS

- off
Now $8 to $10

Call 553-4200 to get Exact Payments & Cost

on Your Deal
Metro Bank also tinances Used Cars. C Vehicles. and
at similar low Bank Rates.

METROPOLITAN NATIONAL BANK
OF FARMINGTON
FARMINGTON'S ONLY COMMUNITY BANK
Locally owned

Farmington Hills Office
27500 Farmington Road

MEMBER-FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

Vehicles .

Locally Managed - Locally Staffed

[
Orig. $16 to $20 Farmington Office

Telephons 553-4200 23205 Grand River

KINGSWOOD CENTER  CHATHAM SQUARE

[ SALL S0P WITH THE LARGE VALUES

it ol ATt e £ AR BT 4 % 8 RIS -

€23 mPg]l;:lKE MALL oot g, SHOPFING CENTER !
biv] g ,_Hmm' by Kingswood Theatre unnn. . ml‘mm AN E -
w 5 m o7 a o gy i e . | EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LENDER




