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Truck driver

By CINDY HOOGASIAN

If you think the milk man has a
'rough job, take pity on the poor cater-
er. The reliable people driving catering
trucks to industrial - complexes and
shops brave the elements, mechanical
problems and early morning hours to
make sure workers fully enjoy their
breaks.

One industrial caterer serving the
Rochester area is Down Home Indus-
trial Catering in Troy. Drivers get to
work each morning by 5 a.m. For many
drivers, this means awakening by 4:15
a.m. to get to work on time.

Once at the headquarters, the drivers
order and pick up their food supply,
stock their truck and get ready for
their 30-0dd daily stops.

Keith Donnellon of Lake Orion drives
the catering truck that services the Ro-
chester area stops. He is enthusiastic
about his work and anticij owning

his own service one day.

At 10:45 am. Monday through Fri-
day, Donnellon can be found at G.P.
Plastics in Auburn Heights. Raising the
sides and back pannels of his truck, he
greets the familiar faces welcoming
his arrival,

“This is a great job. People are al-
ways up, in a good mood when you get
there. It means break-time for them,
and a chance to get a doughnut, sand-
wich or cup of coffee and relax.

“People say we have the best food
they've eaten from any truck service,
and some folks get very upset if you
run out of their favorite item before
you get to their stop. You really have to
know what sells, and be sure you keep
the stock up for the popular items,”
Donnellon said.

DOWN HOME Industrial Catering
offers a large variely of food and

ges to its The fare in-

“This is a great job. People are always up, in a good mood when
you get there. It means break-time for them and a chance to get a
doughnut, sandwich or cup of coffee and relax,’ says catering truck
driver Keith Donnellon.

helps conquer hunger pains

cludes soups, stews, sandwiches, chili,
turkey and gravy, roast beef and gravy,
fried chicken, sausage and egg on toast,
bacon, egg and chesese sandwiches,
homemade pies, fruit juices, soda pop,
pickels, yogurt and much thore.

Trucks even carry a large assort-
ment of cigarettes, cigars, tobacco,
candy, gum and snack foods.

Hot foods are kept at 140-160 de-
grees Farenheit. The heat source is a
propane gas tank. Hot sandwiches,
soups, stews and the like are kept in the
rear compartment of the catering
truck.

Cold foods are stored in the right side
of the truck. During the warmer
months, the compartment is cooled by
blowers. Keeping foods cold in the win-
ter is seldom a problem.

Food storage is found on the left side.
Each truck is equipped with two urns
for coffee and hot water, and supplied
with plenty of food.

It is important to estimate accurate-
ly how much of what items will be
needed for a daily run. Any sandwiches
left over are disposed of at the day's
end. This insures patrons only the
{reshest foods.

Purveyors deliver 16 the catering
service in the early morning hours,
usually between 2-4 a.m.

“The food business we operate has a
profit margin of about 33 percent,”
said Jim Kappal, co-owner of the cater-
ing service. “Our profits are offset by
truck insurance costs, maintenance of
vehicles, food cost, and many other
things.

“WE WOULD be hurting if we didn't
make $100 a day on a truck. A brand
new unit costs $10,000. Then, of course,
you have to have somewhere to run the
truck.

“The next step is to buy or lease a
route. The usual cost of a catering

route is $15,000. If the customers like
your food and service, you can put
ather companies out of business fairly
easily,” Koppal said.

wn Home Industrial Catering,
owned by Koppal and his brother, Rick,
employes nine people. There are five
female drivers and four males.

“This is a fun job, really. In the
summertime, you're outside in the sun,
You can wear whatever you choose to
work, and you're always greeted
warmiy — at any time of year,” Don-
nellon said.

CERTAIN QUALITIES make or
break a mobile catering service, Kop-
pal said.

“Reliability is very important in this
business. We have to be as close to
schedule as possible, barring unforseen
Pproblems. There are things called time
stops. These must be met at exactly the
same time every day.

“What a time stop involves is making
it to a certain place at the appointed
time every day, because the workers
get their break weather you're U\ere_ or
not. If the catering truck arrives five
minutes late at a time stop, they prob;:x-
bly missed half their break time wait-
ing for him to show up. That’s a good
way to loose accounts,” Koppal
explained.

Another important aspect of cater-
ing is quality consistency, assured by,
continued buying from quality pur-
veyors. Cleanliness of the food service
trucks is also very important, Donnel-
lon maintains.

“People wash the trucks daily, in Ihg
morning. We keep the interior and
shelves as clean as we can throughout
the day.

“No one likes to see a lot of mess
when they are picking out the food they
are going to be eating.

SINGLE?

Dining exgeriences . . .
Disco fessons . . .
Travel at reduced rates . . .
Theatr

Cooking fessons . . .

Skating . . .

Art Galleries . . .

Wine & cheese tasting . . .

Big screen football .. .

Symphony . . .

Touring a speakeasy . .
jing . . .

Discounts for members . .

Archery . . .

just to mention a few!

HOW DOES THIS SOUND TO YOU?

We are your personal
reservationist for fun,
travel and new expe-
fignces available many
times a month.

For more information,
call 559-5820 or mail
the coupon below.
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JOIN PEOPLE, PLACES 29540 Southicld Rd.
& THINGS AND MEET Suite 100A
OTHER SINGLES WHILE Southtield, Michigan
ENJDYING YOURSELF. 48076 (313) 559-5820
r------------ﬂ
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Money Market Time Deposits are available in
amounts of $10.000 or more with a maturity of
26 weeks. The interest rate above is effective
for the week beginning 3-1-79 through

The rate of interes! changes each week.
but the rate paid on each deposil is fixed

Long-term interest
Ut the long term.
Manufacturers Money Market Time Deposits

Continvously Compounded to Provide an Even
Higher Effective Annval Yield.
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until maturity. At maturity the deposit can
be automatically renewed for zn additional
26 week period at the prevailing rate then
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MARCH.

QOur Reputation
Is on The Line
every time we
8ign a Tax Retum

more than 3000
that evary client
vidual desarves the best service we can provide.

>
‘WIN:

GOOD TIMES

AND GOOD HEALTH WITH OUR
EXERCISE EQUIPMENT AND RELAX-
ING SAUNAS, WHILE THE KIDS PLAY IN
OUR SUPERVISED, FREE NURSERY.

NO CHARGE FOR TOWELS, LOCKER!
EQUIPMENT AND ALL OTHER FACI
MEMBERSHIP OFFER GOOD THROUGH APRIL 12

TO COLLECT YOUR FREE
SIX LESSONS WITH OUR PRO TOM BROWN-
LEE AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR NON-

PRIME WEEKENDS ALL THROUGH

00®

VOLLEY: INTo AN EXCITING
YEAR OF RACQUETBALL WITH
LEAGUES AND FRIDAY NIGHT DOUBLES
PARTIES WITH YOUR FREE CAN OF RAC-

QUET BALLS WITH YOUR NEW ANNUAL
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MEMBERSHIP.

SERVE: YOURSELF WITH 2 FREE
HOURS COURT TIME WITH PUR.
CHASE OF ANY TYPE ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP. ALL ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIPS GOOD FOR

12 MONTHS, NOT JUST

S0

S, KEYS,
LITIES OTHER THAN COURTS.

THE REMAINDER
OF SEASON.
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USE OF EXERCISE

When we sign a tax retum that we've prepared,
we're proud of having done the bast

you. When you See our signature on your tax retum
you can be sure that

BLOCKTIME SPECIAL
4, 8, ¥ 13 WEEK BLOCKS

SUMMER SPECIAL
4 MOS. UNLIMITED USE
MEMBERSHIP
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