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Thursday, March 1, 1879

Getting Awund

: By ETHEL SIMMONS

Ed Asner

roasts

town’s journalists

Normally blase newspaper types

went benkers when Ed Asner, alias Lou
* Grant, arrived in Detroit this week.

Asner, who was here to receive an
award from Sigma Delta Chi (SDX), the
Society of Professional Journalists,
was honored at the group's dinner Mon-
day at the Detroit Press Club.

Actually, he received several awards
and asked, “Is this it?” when the major
presentation arrived.

Writers scrambled to get autographs
and their pictures taken with Asner,
who plays the humane city editor on
the Emmy-winning TV series, “The
Lou Grant Show.”

Despite warnings from Asner’s busi-
ness office that he was an actor and not
to expect a stand-up comic, the per-
former proved to be very nearly that.

EVEN SITTING down, he preferred
spontaneous, funny lines, actually
roasting members of the professional
group who rose to do him honors. Asner
called out rowdy comments that had
everybody roaring.

The dinner guests, the editors and
group board members who had escort-
ed Asner around the metropolitan area
Monday, were highly impressed with

Detroit Free Press (his fictitious alma
mater mentioned on the “Lou Grant
Show” and the old “Mary Tyler Moore
Show.") .

Asner didn’t get around to the Ob-
server & Eccentric newsroom, but he
gave the oath of office to new members.
of SDX including one from the OZE.
Other O&E staffers are active in the
group: .

The performer was particularly
pleased with a cartoon he received
from Dick Mayer, .Detroit Free Press
artist, who was being inducted into
SDX that night.

“Aw!” he crooned, Lou Grantishly,
when he saw it. The cartoon showed a
harried city editor, at deadline, with a
sad-eyed frown. “It’s the best I've had,”
Asner said. “It's very different from
the ones done, and truer in that
respect.”

The lettering read, “To Ed Asner
from his friends at the Free Press —
the place where it all started.”

Besides arriving to receive the SDX
honor (actually given to Lou Grant be-
cause society bylaws do not permit
honoring a non-newsperson such as an
actor), Asner was in town to visit rela-

his of time and
interest.

He visited the city rooms of the Ma-
comb Daily, the Detroit News and the

tives in Wy: and Windsor, His
chic wife, Nancy, accompanied him
and bore up smilingly throughout his
escapades.

When it came time for Asner to saya
few words, he took out a pile of news-
paper clippings which he used as a
Jjumping-off place for a funny and pen-
etrating talk.

He told the society’s members that
journalists ought to do a better job of
helping the public realize that a report-
er striving for freedom of the press
First Amendment rights is not just
some brash punk fighting for himself
but actually fighting for the public's
right to know. .

MORE STARS in our eyes, currently
in town, are TV's Diana Canova
("Soap”) and Steve Landesburg ("Bar-
ney Miller”) who were the honored
guests at a party Sunday night at
Oscar’s discotheque in Southfield.

Oscar’s is the hottest disco, and the
scene vibrated with slickly attired cou-
ples moving to the sound of disco.discs.
Ringside, other guests attending the
party for season-ticket holders to the
Birmingham Theatre's second season,
watched and snacked on gourmet goo-
dies,

Theater ownet Gary Deeb, who is al-
ways either up or down depending on
the fortunes of the new theater, said,
“'m excited.”

Things are looking very good for the
theatrical venture that spent a first
season trying to decide whether to of-

ED ASNER
fer comedy, jazz concerts, drama or
Las Vegas revues.

The second season, which has the box
office phones ringing off the walls,
looks like a runaway success so far, ac-
cording to Deeb. The first show, Jules
Feiffer’s “Hold Me!” opens Monday,
March 5 for two weeks. Ms. Canova
and Landesburg head the cast for the
comedy sketches.

TWO PERFORMERS who identify
with Elvis Presley in uniquely different
ways will be on the program when the

Second Annual Country Music Spectac-
ular arrives at the Pontiac Silverdome
Saturday, March 24.

Both Ronnie McDowell, singing voice
of Elvis in the recent television special
about the legendary king of rock ‘n’ roll

- and T. G. Sheppard, a friend of Elvis

who appeared with him in 1976 at the
Silverdome, visited the stadium Tues-
day to talk about the upcoming country
music spectacular.

Other names on the program include
Loretta Lynn, the country western star

. whose life story is being made into a

movie; Conway Twitty, Jerry Reed of
“Smokey and the Bandit,” Johnny Pay-
check {"Take That Job and Shove It"),
Jerry Lee Lewis, Stella Parton, and
Jim Ed Brown and Helen Cornelius.

Ronnie McDowell looks a little like
Elvis, but his voice is a dead ringer for
Presley’s. McDowell sold five million
records with his “The King Is Gone,” a
song he wrote and recorded after the
death of Elvis Presley.

He had mixed feelings when Dick
Clark asked him to do the voice track
for the TV movie on Elvis, but finally
agreed, and now says, “It was done
with taste, and I am proud to have done

T.G. SHEPPARD said he appeared
at the Silverdome on New' Year’s Eve

of 1976 in concert with Elvis, whom he
regards as “one of the finest people
that walked the earth.”

He knew Elvis for many years and
said the star gave him a van and 2 cou-
ple of diamond rings he wears but that

"he valued their friendship most. Elvis -

encouraged Sheppard in his own aspi-
rations to be a country music star and
“told me not to ride his coattails” and
to “always be true to my own roots.”

Last year the Country Music Spec-
tacular, with a show filling 60,000 seats
in the Silverdome, was billed as the
“world's.largest indoor country music
show.” This year, the show is being pre-
sented in the stadium’s Mini-Dome, a
curtained-off area that offers prime
seating for 41,000. .

Sonny Simmons, “Mr. Nashville,”
who introduced McDowell and Shep-
pard &t Tuesday’s press luncheon, said
country musie should really be called
American music rather than being con-
trasted with city music. He explained
it’s not the beat but the message that's
important.

Simmons said 95 percent of all coun-
try entertainers are derivative of gos-
pel, having started their singing ca-
reers in church or with professional
gospel groups. He added that a profes-
sional gospel concert will be presented
at the Silverdome on Sunday, March 25,

Hambright to play Schuler’s

Bruce Hambright, atea entertainer,
will appear in Rochester's Win
Schuler’s Grate Steak and Seafood
lounge, Winston'’s The Bar, for four
weeks.

Hambright has played at many
lounges in the Detroit area, such as
Spaghetti Company, Midtown Cafe, and
Fox and Hounds.

LOWER LEVEL
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Now Serving Our
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EASTMAN'S LANDING

An i guitarist, Bruce
plays his own accompaniment for his
vocal selections. On Fridays and Satur-

days Jill Phillips will be joining him.
Individually they. have made various.
radio commercials, and have been
working together on a recording.

Bruce and Jill's style is a mixture of

" contemporary and light rock and their

repertoire includes selections by James
Taylor, Seals and Crofts, and Stevie,
Wonder. .

Bruce will be appearing from 9 p.m.’
to 1 a.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays,
March 6-31.
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BAVARIAN VILLAGE
A CONNOISSEUR'’S DELIGHT!
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY SPECIAL]

KING CRABLEGS DINNER

RESERVATIONS AEQUESTEDY

535-3200

Banguet Facilities

. $895

(COMPLETE DINNER)

Great Steaks, Seafood
Ray King at the Piano Bar

Murder

Performances:

CHINESE BUFFET
Daily from 4:30 p.m. Mon. through Sat.
Featuring all varieties of
Authentic Chinese Dishes

Nightly Tues.-Sat.

All you can enjoy Daily Luncheons Sn;llu?';av
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Chinese Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge

Miracle Mile Shopping Center
Across from Showcase Cinema * 335-8060

29200 Orchard Lake Rd., S of 13 Mile SUNDAY 2 P.M. - 8:30 P.M.

CLOSED MONDAY

\27331 W. FIVE MILE, CORNER OF INKSTER
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SOMERSET INN
CINEMAT.I-IX 643434
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FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS CALL
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-RESTAURANT
CANTONESE & AMERICAN FOOD
JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE

'Y *EXOTIC COCKTAILSe
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175 Rt ENLABLTH LANE ROAD JAPANESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM-2 PM
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{or ober i OUIES PRUDENTIAL TOWN GENTER
[ ] l.'l:mﬂ':.:: m:ﬂ ;:'o' 80X OFFICE OPENS 30 Min_ PRIOR TO SHOWTIME Gol ehats naw at RUNAWAY
PY | s b : Shesssans.seans ANDJOIN
0 e DEER f At THECIRCUS
X or cali 366.6200 .
q . HUNTERS HUNTERS e
bl 7S banKPLace Mon.-Fii .
® Travers%g%iéz. Mich. Mon.-Fri. 2:00, 8:00 )
[ ] 1:30, 7:30 Sat. & Sun. -
) 2:00, 5:30, 9:
o s | e B ey AwARD
° 1217 [ DINNER THEATRE | 1:30, 5:00, 8:30 Speciral_dedg:ggt Show NOMINATION
L LY [MR.MAC'SSTA o L
Rick Nelson Be mat. wed. “Rocky Horror ESS . .
e andthe ¢ DEARBORN Bargan Maliess A . BESTACTR Weekends in the Village
Stone GL Picture Show —IngridBergman Noz, through Mar. 18~a special winger
® Canyon @ Phone . . weckend awaits vou and your family at Greenfield Village.
’ ° Band Deer Hunters Mmifﬂ;séfoms GOLDEN GLOBE WINNER Take a guided tour of 2 dozen homes and buildings. . .
Mar19-24 @ . i F‘"m’ 3 s;] BEST FOREIGN FILM OF YEAR Stop for free hot spiced cider at the famous Clinton Inn. Seea .
™ MONTE ° A sale good same day only . dozen craftsmen at work, plus special entertainment.
ROCK HI 8 isv; ~ - e = Wind up vour visit with a free mini sleigh or carriage ride: |
® Y T et oRaDL e iy SpaRGLR Or, if you tire of snow, visit Henty Ford Museum, with its giant
. Mar. 26 - 31 o . Hall of Technology and endless fascinating galleries.
oy March in the Museum
® {@Db ‘ o | [, 50th Anniversary Museurn Guided Tours
s |CLUB Fi&Sat. Deaily—Afar: 1 thiu Mar: 23
—_— - ot ‘ R Famous American Comedy; 8:30 p.m., Muscum Theater
740 INGMAR BERGMAN Mar. 2, 3, 8, 0—“The Man Who Came to Dinner”

{Dinner-Theater combination by advance reservation)
Antiques Lecture Series, 8:30 p.m., Museum Theater
Mar: 8—4A Not So Perfect Likeness:

Pictures as Documents” .
Historical Concert Series, 3:30 p.m., Museumn Theater

< INGRID BERGMAN
Music by LIV ULLMANN
Johnny Trudelr's Orchestra
ENTERTRINMENT CHARGE: 3/10
e Thurs. 4,00

Martinez

FiNE MEXiCAN FOOD

MACHUS
RED FOX

Plus bwo drinks pes person GOURMEY Mar. 18—Pianist William Bolcom and Soprano
Haﬂwﬁs‘"“ﬂ - THEATRE | Joan Morris p
Fri.2nd S1t:9 4 11:30 pm Presents 50th Anniversary Lecture Series, 8:00 p.g., Museum Theater
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED lo - o Mar. 22—“George Washington Carver”
e “1DO! I1DOI* . Warp & Weft—Daily, Hall of Technology
HYATT REGENCY Mar. I-AMar. 18—Combined exhibit & craft demonstrations
AT Famous Early Movies, 1:30 & 3:30 p.m., Museum Theater

Mar. 25—“Wizard of Oz
For further information, call 271-1620
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