Neighbors opposed
Quarry eyed as site
for waste disposal

Despite opposmon from surrounding
residents, a British firm hopes to open
a chemical waste disposal plant in ru-
ral Oakland County next year that will
reclaim acres of land badly scarred by
decades of sand and gravel quarrying.

The plant would be built in Grove-
land Township near the Mt. Holly ski
area, and the product of that plant —
synﬂ:etm rock — would be used to fill
in a nearby 200-acre gravel pit.

‘The “rock™ would be processed from
a wide variety of industrial wastes, in-

.cluding those from- the automotive,
chemical and plating industries which
contribute heavily to the Michigan
economy.

Area residents have nothing against
the reclamation of the gravel pit. They
are worried, however, that their water
would be contaminated, even though
company officals insist that the syn-
thetic rock would be harmless.

Plans for the plant, which would cov-
er three acres, have been drawn up by
- Stablex Corporation at the firm's US. .

-headquarters in Radnor, Pa.

‘The company already operates facil-
ities similar to those planned for here
in the United Kingdom and in Japan.

John Schofield, the American opera-
tion's president told an audience of 500
at Holly High School last week about
the company’s plans. Afterwards, orga-
nizers of a petition drive to block the
project they had

their efforts until the firm moves to se-
cure zoning changes 4nd a clean bill of
health from the State Department of
Natural Resources.

IT WILL TAKE the firm approxi-
mately 25 years to process enough
waste to produce the fill needed to re-
claim the guttéd area, according to
Schofield.

The plant would have the capability
of processing up to 500,000 tons of in-
dustrial waste per year from a variety
of sources, using special aerospace-age
technology.

Exactly how the company plans to
ccnvert dangerous wastes to an inert
form and win state, local and federal
approval is a process best left to engi‘
neers and chemical experts to explain.

‘But company officials say their tech-
nology does work — and it has received
the backing of the British government
and the massive Toyota Corporation of
Japan, the prime contractor for its ser-
vices in that country.

The bulk of industrial wastes are
currently disposed of in this manner:
They are trucked from production
sites, mainly by public highway, and
then dumped into holes in the ground i in
Michigan and other states.

Stablex's system, on the other hand
works like this: A vanety of wastes are

‘The containers are constantly stirred
by huge mechanical “spatulas,” which
causes the wastes to remain in a state
of suspension.

The resultant mixture is taken from
the containers and shipped to a recla-
mation area, where it is poured onto
the ground and allowed to set.

COMPANY OFFICIALS  claim
they've come up with a material that is
non-permeable (for at least 600 years),
contains no harmful gases, has no efflu-
ent whatsoever, and can be effectively
used as filler at depths of up to 50-60
feet.

The “rock” the system prdduces,
which is called Stablex, is being used to
fill in land in England which is above
the main water supply of a large por-
tion of that country and to reclaim
shorelines in Japan.

The only permit needed to put the
firm into operauon here, according to
Schofield, is one from the state of
Michigan which would allow the hrm
to handle dangerous materials,

At the end of the 25-year reclama-
tion period, the plant could be disman-
tled and moved, according to Schofield.

Anes er (or the company, however,
said initial tests show that the imert
rock substance has definite construc-

dumped into nd
are added or subtracted, according toa
formula.

tien and could
be used as foundation material for
roads and buildings.

Students weigh computer’s impact

Arevdortiputers and mathematicians
the problem solvers of tomorrow? The
members of the Metropolitan High
School Mathematics Club will study
that question at their meeting today at

the problems of urban society in the
years ahead.

Ms. Favro, who holds a degree in art
history as well as mathematics, will
explam the use of computer gmp)um in

Lawrence Institute of

‘The college-sponsored club will hear
a talk and slide show by Ruth Favro, a
member of the LIT mathematics facul-
ty. The talk will demonstrate how
mathematics can suggest solutions to

solar energy,
tion, and city planning.
The DMHSMC is open to all interest-
ed high school students and faculty in
the metropolitan Detroit area. The club

ONE DAY ONLY!

is designed to provide lectures, demon-
slratmns, and field trips touching on
topics in mathematics. Parents are
also invited to attend.

The meeting will be held in Room
321 of the LIT Science Building located
at 21000 W. Ten Mile Rd. (near
Northwestern Highway) in Southfield.
For information, call dean Margosian's
office at 356-0200, ext. 61 or 104.

A worker walks on rock made from industrial
wastes at an abandoned chalk mine in Eng-

SCHOFIELD STATED emphatically
that the firm has no plans for moving
into the organic or nuclear disposal
field in its Michigan operations.

“We have the technology,” he said,
but ruled out, in addition to those two
areas, dealing with oils, solvents and
greases.

Initially, the plant would employ
about 30 people—most of whom would
be hired locally. About half of them
would be professional people, who
would be trained at other existing Sta-
blex operations, and the other 15 people
would be laborers.

Schofield and other company offi-
cials said they've secured a patent on
their process.

He said there have been initial nego-
tiations with automolive forms and
added that wastes from the business
have been satisfactorily converted into
Stablex.

‘Asked how the system stacks up fo
other methods of disposal on the basis
of cost, Schofield had this to say:

“I make no apologies. 1 will charge
as much as [ can. We're in this business
to make a profit.” However, he declin-
ed to identify the firms with which his
company has been negotiating.

HE DID ADMIT that processing
could range in price from as low as $5
a ton fpr “simple waste” to as much as
$500 a ton for more complex materials.
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land. A similar venture has been proposed
from a gravel pit near Mt. Holly.
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DETROIT COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL
22305 W. 13 MILE RD., BIRMINGHAM

independent college preparatory
non-profit co-educational
Pre-Kindergarten through Form VIl
(grade 12)
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By Appointment Only *
Telephone: 646-7717 Ext. 231
SATUBDAY, MARCH 7

Saturday, March 3 at'11 am.
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. diamonds For antiques
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featuring AT'IHEYAMAIIASOUHDDI Cash For Your Diamonds and Fine Next Testing Dates: Sat. April 21, Sat. May, 19

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS

Detrolt Country Day Schoot admits students of any race, color, natlonal |
and ethnic origln to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities
generally accorded or made avallable to students at the school. It does
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY nnl discriminate on the basls of race, cnlnr natlnnal and ethnic origin
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ewe er aft
J N 6460973

Jewelry. We also purchase
Antique Jewelry, All sales in Strict
Confidence.

COLLECTORS
BOTTLES

- Over 1,000 to be offered, including
Antique DRUG STORE BOTTLES and
APOTHECARY JARS. Many other fine
and collectible objects will be included.
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We know a mother in l}us Polished Ebony, now
area who sees the sound  available on most

of lis licle:
schnlarshlp and loan pmgmms and alhlellc and cther school-adminis-
tered programs.

Come for a greal one day of auction of the Yamaha Console in  Yamaha
Some g v > Mediterranean Oak. ot an have 3 Yamaha
- leading decorator  piano that will blend in
. and on hears his Console n with yaur life style—
N European Contemporary whakevcr it may be.
Shturday March 10 at 11 am. Satin Ebony. op by and take
And ounmless grand advankzge of our big

selection of sizes

lovers are oohing and
and finishes.

ahhing over the crown
jewel of piano finishes;

Frofessional Keyboard

43907 VAN DYKE, STERLING HEIGHTS
739-8500

. DAILY 10-9; SAT. 10-6; SUN. 1-5 ‘
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STAMP AUCTION

Included: US Canadian and European
stamps from an important collection
obtained by our philatelic expert.

Further Information, phons 963-0248 or 963-6255

DuMouchelle ART GALLERIES co.

409 East Jefferson Averiue — Detroit, Mich
Lawrence F. DuMouchelle  Emest J. DuMouchelle

Joan Walker
_ _J
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Remodelling & Expansion
SALE

TOBETTERSERVE YOU

OUR STOREWIDE
WINTER FURNITURE SALE
ENDS SATURDAY, MARCH 3

Savings amount to 10% to 20% and more and

Is;:;z"lymmg Is included except a few ince established

Visit our Pennsylvania Hause Gallery. Save 20%

1‘;’7’2] uad‘r/ngm.;l Bg‘l;e;:’;s II{Ij m7lf[ El(/;;hals!ely Collection
and sefected wood pieces fro

their Cheny, Oak and Pine Collecti ansp "
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an RS
Prices. We'll be koking for you. e ot sak
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SPECIAL GROUP OF
SPORT COATS

VALUES TO $145 -

SPECIAL GROUP
VALUES TO

s250
Now
$99%

Cash and Carry

SALE ENDS

now $29%

Cash and Carry

SATURDAY MARCH 3
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ALTERATIONS AT COST

Selected styles of
J&M & Bally shoes

AlL
CUTERWEAR

If .you have never visited us - Here is our

: at I'eduﬂed ﬂflﬂes 50% UF F location - on Woodward Ave. just South of
—_—— Square Lake Road. Easy to find - Easy to park.
. This merchandise is an incomplete assortment from our regular stock, 4
including LeBaron, Groshire, Lanvin, Hamrponlon Park, Damon, Enro. \ ?

’ ! /ART GLENN €O,
. - 'TWI FULL SERVICE STORE*

31455 Suulhllald“ﬁgald “p:;na%gd'a’l )9 Th hos o e eap.lw

between 13 & 14 Vile 0 al urs. <

645-5560 fs‘“““.,:my B ample parkin o g

g
credit cards accepled * Genarous Storeide Porking
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